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7,043+
full- and part-time students

500+
permanent academic 
and professional staff

No.1
for qualification 
completions

95%
employer 
approval

100+ programmes, 
certificates to 
postgraduate

94%
overall student 
satisfaction

97%
graduates in 
work, study 
or both

97%
student satisfaction 
with learning environment

These days you need to make sure that your study gives you the best 
chance of a fulfilling career in your chosen field. Luckily for you, Otago 
Polytechnic is a leader in high quality, career-focused education and 
employers love our work-ready, capable and future-focused graduates.  
And we’ve got the stats to prove it!

Kia ora and welcome to  
Otago Polytechnic!
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Studying in 
Dunedin

Dunedin Campus
F Block, Forth Street
Private Bag 1910, Dunedin 
New Zealand 9054

Phone 0800 762 786
Email info@op.ac.nz
www.op.ac.nz/dunedin

Dunedin is New Zealand’s student capital, and one  
of this country’s best centres of learning. It’s home to 
about 25,000 students – approximately 20% of the 
city’s population.  

A fun and vibrant city, Dunedin has something for everyone.  
There’s great shopping, awesome gigs, heritage architecture, theatres, 
art galleries and museums, along with plenty of cafes, bars and 
restaurants offering food from around the globe. 

Known for its unique and distinctive style, Dunedin plays host to a 
range of international cultural experiences and attracts major sporting 
and music events. And, if you want to escape city living for the day, it’s 
surrounded by spectacular scenery and sandy beaches, and is home 
to some of the world’s rarest wildlife. 

Our Campus is within easy walking distance of the city centre, right in 
the heart of the student district. 
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Central Otago Campus
Corner Erris and Ray Streets  
PO Box 16, Cromwell  
New Zealand 9342

Central Otago is unlike anywhere else in the world. 
Our striking landscapes of mountains, rivers, lakes  
and tussocks provide a playground for the energetic,  
inspiration for the artistic and a lifestyle most can  
only dream of.

Studying at 
Central

Dunedin

Central 
Otago

Auckland

Phone 0800 765 9276
Email central@op.ac.nz
www.central.op.ac.nz

In Cromwell on the shores of Lake Dunstan, you can study cookery, 
horticulture and more, using our plant nursery, vineyard, orchards 
and restaurant. 

Nearby Wanaka is the base for our snow programmes, and is surely 
one of the best classrooms in the world!

Our strong connections with local businesses mean there’s plenty  
of work experience available so you can earn while you learn.

We’re committed to creating a sustainable campus, providing a 
model for others to follow and ensuring our graduates leave us with 
the tools to become sustainable practitioners in their chosen fields.

Studying in 
Auckland

We also have the Auckland International Campus, a 
partnership with Future Skills Academy. This Campus is just 
for international students. It is located in the heart of 
downtown Auckland, so you are never far from the fun of 
New Zealand’s largest city. Our team is made up of top 
quality teachers and support staff, who come from a range 
of cultural backgrounds. Classes are taught in English, and 
there are staff available who speak other languages.

Auckland International Campus
Level 2/350 Queen Street
PO Box 5268, Auckland
New Zealand 1141 

Phone 0800 111 212
Email auckland@op.ac.nz 
www.op.ac.nz/auckland 
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Explore more!

Study overseas!
Travel, learn and expand your horizons with our 
international study opportunities. 

Our exchange programmes are a great way to immerse 
yourself in a different culture without taking time out from your 
studies. Mainly for undergraduate students, these exchanges 
allow you to study for one semester or up to one year at an 
overseas institution and to complete part of your degree there. 

It’s an excellent way to extend your networks, make new friends 
and develop career and life skills…and it’ll look great on your CV! 

Collaborations are at the heart of everything we do and we have 
strong partnerships with many prominent education institutions. 

Study Business, Tourism, Information  
Technology or Engineering around the world! 
As a degree student within these areas, you may be able to  
study with one of our partner institutions in Japan, Germany, 
Denmark, USA, Spain or Austria. Business students also have  
the opportunity to attend a Summer School in China or a  
Winter School in Finland. 

Opportunities also exist for Sports students in the Netherlands. 

Study Design or Art in some of Europe’s  
coolest cultural destinations! 
Europe is home to some of the best creative centres in the  
world and, as a design or art student, you’ll have the chance to 
experience it first-hand. 

Communication, Fashion, Interiors and Product Design degree 
students are encouraged to spend time studying in places such  
as Milan, the Netherlands and Germany. There are also options  
for participating in collaborative projects and summer schools in  
China and Finland.  

Art students have the fantastic opportunity to study at some of 
Europe’s leading art institutions such as the Academy of Fine Arts 
in Prague, the University of Applied Arts in Vienna, the University  
of Gothenburg in Sweden or the Academy of Arts in Estonia. 

And if you fancy somewhere a little different, there are also North 
American exchange programmes available to art students. 

Use your degree and teach English in China! 
Open to any degree graduate, this Teaching Internship  
Programme with Linyi University provides the perfect work 
experience opportunity – teach college English while experiencing 
Chinese culture and learning the language. 

#exploremoreop

For more information 
email exploremore@op.ac.nz 

Call the Student Exchange Coordinator  
021 705 976 or visit www.op.ac.nz/exploremore
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Madison’s Shanghai trip 
“The thought of travelling to China at first was really intimidating but  
once I got over there I realised that I had a huge crew of support. 

“I got to travel a lot during weekends which was awesome. We went to Nanjing 
and Beijing, and stayed at the Great Wall of China, as well as learning the 
language and interacting with the locals. 

“It was a totally amazing experience and massively opened my eyes to other 
cultures. If you’re thinking about going overseas to study, I’d say go for it 
because it’s life-changing. 

“Take the opportunity that Otago Polytechnic are offering you because you’ll  
have the time of your life!”

Madison Henry
Bachelor of Design 
(Communication)
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VOCATIONAL OTAGO POLYTECHNIC  
PATHWAY CAREER PATHWAY STUDY AREAS  

Manufacturing Trades & Technical Automotive, Civil, Mechanical and Electrical Engineering; Bicycle Mechanics 
and Technology  

 Business, Tourism & IT Information Technology 

 Creative  Product Design

Construction and  Trades & Technical Carpentry*; Trades – Painting and Decorating; Plasterboard Fixing and Stopping;  
Infrastructure  Stonemasonry*; Construction Management; Quantity Surveying; Architectural  
  Draughting

 Creative  Interior Design

Creative Creative  Art –Ceramics, Electronic Arts, Jewellery and Metalsmithing, Painting, Photography, 
  Print, Sculpture and Textiles; Creative studies; Design – Communications, Fashion, 
  Interiors, Product 

Primary Industries Natural Sciences  Agriculture*; Horticulture; Viticulture; Arboriculture; Sports Turf Management;  
  Animal Health; Veterinary Nursing

 Sustainable Practice  Sustainable Practice 

Service Industries Business, Tourism & IT  Administration and Technology; Accounting; Applied Management,  
  Human Resource Management; Tourism* 

 Hospitality  Cookery* and Culinary Arts; Food and Beverage Service*; Hospitality Management 

 Sport & Adventure  Applied Science – Physical Activity, Health and Wellness, Performance and Movement 
  Analysis, Physical Conditioning; Sport Management and Coaching; Personal Training; 
  Snowsports; Avalanche Safety; Outdoor Leadership and Management  

Social and Community Health, Community  Nursing; Midwifery; Occupational Therapy; Social Services; Tertiary Teaching;  
Services & Education Māori Studies

Figuring out what you need to study to enter the career that you want can seem overwhelming. 
For most jobs, you will need to undertake further tertiary learning or workplace training. 
Vocational Pathways was introduced to help you plan what you need to study to meet your goals. By achieving 
success in a particular pathway, you know that you have the skills and strengths that employers of that industry are 
looking for. 

How do the Vocational Pathways work  
with Otago Polytechnic’s Career Pathways? 
We organise our programmes into Career Pathways.  
Each section of this guide focuses on a different pathway. 
These align well with the Vocational Pathways. 

This means that you can progress to tertiary study at Otago Polytechnic knowing 
that you are following your chosen pathway. 

Below is an overview of how our Career Pathways match the Vocational Pathways.  
If you would like to discuss your pathway or have any questions, email  
info@op.ac.nz or phone 0800 762 786.

School-leavers

*Subject to NZQA final approval 

Vocational Pathways:
what’s your next step?
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Learning options 
We’ve developed a range of study options to make the 
most of the latest technology so you can have choices 
about what, when, where and how you learn.

On campus 
Your programme is delivered at one of our campus locations 
and you need to attend classes there. These programmes are 
delivered using blended learning which means that you will 
learn in several different ways. This may include face-to-face 
teaching, practical workshops, online learning and tutorials, 
work placements or industry projects. You will undertake 
student-managed learning where the activity has been set by 
the teacher but is carried out by you alone or in a group, and 
you will also be expected to do some student-directed 
learning where you pursue your learning goals in your own 
way, rather than being directed by the teacher. All of our 
learning activities are experiential. This means that you will 
learn from relevant experience and hands-on practice.

Part-time study
Some of our programmes offer flexible options so you can fit 
your study around other commitments. 

Online/distance
This learning option means that you do not need to go to 
classes on campus. Fully online programmes will have 
content that is accessed online and you will also communicate 
online with a facilitator/other students. Programmes that  
are not fully online may include a mix of online learning, 
face-to-face engagement, block courses or work placements. 
You may be required to travel to things like block courses but 
should be able to study in your local area if we provide the 
programme there. A full range of student support services will 
be accessible for both options.  

Work-based learning 
This is learning at and for work, and is perfect for those 
wishing to achieve a qualification without having to leave their 
job to do it. Your workplace is the classroom and workplace 
issues and problems act as the curriculum for your programme. 
Please see page 45 for more information. 

Open Education Resources (OER)
Otago Polytechnic is a member of the OERu (Open Education 
Resources universities), an international partnership of tertiary 
institutions which provide free online courses to students 
worldwide. This high quality learning and research material is 
delivered through Wikieducator. We provide online facilitation 
and/or assessment for a fee for those learners who would like 
to achieve formal academic accreditation. 

Qualification types 
We offer degrees, diplomas and certificates, along with a range of  
postgraduate qualifications. 
Our degrees (called Bachelor’s) are equal to those offered at New Zealand universities.

Each qualification level allows you to achieve different skills and knowledge. For some programmes,  
you can use credits gained in a lower level qualification to staircase into a higher level. 
Please see www.op.ac.nz/study/qualifications for more information. 
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Find your learning pathway

Youth Guarantee Scheme 
Do you feel that school hasn’t worked out for you but you still 
want to have the skills to get a job?

This pathway enables you to enrol in hands-on certificate 
programmes and pay no fees (conditions apply). You gain 
valuable practical experience, while also improving your 
foundation literacy and numeracy skills. Options may include 
motor industry, automotive and mechanical engineering, 
business administration, cookery or trades.  

For more details and conditions, visit www.op.ac.nz/study 

Leads to a Level 2 or 3 certificate qualification. This will open  
up a whole new world of further learning, training or work 
opportunities. 

Trades Academy 
Interested in a career in trades or technology? 

Combine hands-on learning at our Central Lakes or Dunedin 
Trades Academy with study towards your NCEA. Options may 
include carpentry, automotive, agriculture, hospitality, 
hairdressing or animal care. 

You must be a Year 11 to 13 secondary school student in the 
Queenstown Lakes, Central Otago, Dunedin or South Otago 
region. Talk to your school about the different options that are 
available to you in partnership with Otago Polytechnic.

Still in school?

Leads to hands-on experience and a tertiary qualification at 
Level 1, 2 or 3 to give you a head start in your chosen career!

STAR courses
These courses are great if you want to develop your skills in an 
area of interest. Course content is taken from our existing 
programmes so you gain valuable experience of tertiary 
education. Options may include motor industry, art, design, or 
hospitality. 

You must be a Year 11 to 13 secondary school student. Please talk to 
your school careers advisor for more information.

Leads to experience that will allow you to transition smoothly 
into higher education or employment.

16-19 years old? 
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Leads to a Level 2 qualification. Once complete, you may be 
able to move into one of our Level 3 certificate qualifications  
to continue your learning. 

Certificate in Foundation  
Studies (Level 2) 
Explore a range of options and get a hands-on taste of what 
tertiary study is all about. 

GENERAL
Improve your numeracy, writing, personal development, study 
and computing skills. 

TRADES TASTER
Improve your learning skills as well as studying in the following 
areas: horticulture, engineering, cookery, carpentry and 
electrical engineering. 

For more details, visit www.op.ac.nz/study

Need to build foundation skills? 

Leads to a Level 3 qualification. Once complete, you may  
be able to move into any of our Level 3 or 4 programmes; 
graduates of Level 3 will have a strong application for 
diploma-level study. 

Certificate in Foundation  
Studies (Level 3) 
GENERAL
Develop the skills you need to move into a qualification in your 
chosen area of study. 

AKORAKA/PRE-TRADES INTRODUCTION 
Undertake blocks of study in the following subject areas: 
horticulture, engineering, electrical and carpentry (see page 51).

ALTITUDE (WORK-BASED)
Co-run with the Malcam Trust, this option is available to 17-25 
year olds who are keen to enter employment or progress to 
further study. Two streams are available: Trades (horticulture, 
engineering, automotive, electrical and carpentry) and 
Non-trades (workshops in tourism, barista, IT, design, retail, 
customer service and hospitality).  

At Level 3, all groups do some work experience. 

For more details, visit www.op.ac.nz/study 
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Leads to achievement of a nationally-recognised qualification 
without going back to the classroom.

Capable 
Our world-leading assessment methods value the prior 
learning of individuals who want to become qualified, and 
support the workplaces that employ them. 

We measure your existing capability, gained through years of 
work and life experience, against a formal qualification and give 
academic credit for what you already know. 

You may already be well on your way to an NZQA-accredited 
qualification and we’ll help you fill the gaps to get there…and 
you don’t have to give up your job to do it!   

For more information, call 03 477 3014, email  
info@capablenz.co.nz or visit www.capablenz.co.nz 

Want to upskill while you work?

Leads to the next step on your learning pathway! 

Successful completion of a bridging certificate can lead to 
higher level study in your chosen area. 

Bridging certificates
If you want to enter one of our higher level programmes but do 
not yet meet the required entry criteria, we offer certificates to 
prepare you for more advanced study specifically in that area. 

Examples include the Certificate in Health (Level 4) (page 13), 
Certificate in Creative Studies (page 25) and Certificate in 
Foundation Studies (Level 3 and 4) – pathway to engineering 
(page 55).  

See page 11 if you need to improve your English language skills. 

Need to meet certain criteria? 

Find your learning pathway

Leads to new skills for enjoyment or employment!

Short courses
Whether you want to upskill or just learn something new for 
fun, we also offer a wide range of short courses and evening 
classes in areas such as art, design, computing, hospitality 
and horticulture. 
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New Zealand Certificate in English 
Language (Level 3) and (Level 4) 

Location Dunedin (Level 3 and 4); Central (Level 3 only)

Duration From three weeks (minimum). One semester 
 full-time (per level); part-time options

Start February and July (full semester study);  
 October and December (for Summer School); 
 anytime (for weekly study)

Fee  Domestic: $2,436 (per level);  
 International: $400 (per week), $6,310  
 (per semester)

Apply Anytime

Study English  
and get ready for more study

Benefits
> Nationally-recognised qualifications
> No English language test score required for entry
> Experienced teachers
> Small class sizes; flexible study programme 
> Academic writing and study skills included at Level 4. 

English pathways 
No matter what subject you want to study, our English 
language pathway can help to get you there. Talk to us about 
your goals and we will find the best level and start time for 
you. To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/english 

Do you want to enter one of our programmes but don’t have the necessary English skills? 
Don’t worry, our English programmes will allow you to improve your English while also 
helping you to prepare for further academic learning. They have been designed to provide 
a clear pathway into our certificate, diploma and degree qualifications.

Creative Studies 
and Design

Hospitality and 
Culinary Arts

Health 
– Nursing
– Midwifery

Business and 
Information 
Technology

Engineering

Enter Level 3 if ...

Enter Level 4 if ...

Hooray! When you  
pass Level 3 you can  
enter some of our certificate 
programmes*, or progress  
to Level 4

... you can use English  
with accuracy but want  
to prepare for higher- 
level academic study

*Please note: As well as the English language requirements for these certificate, diploma and degree qualifications,  
there may also be other entry criteria that you must meet to apply for these programmes. 

... you can use English  
in everyday settings, but 
you want to improve so 
you can study in English

Hooray! When you  
pass Level 4 you can 
enter certificates, diplomas 
and degrees* in subject 
areas such as:
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Health, Community
& Education careers

Nursing
Midwifery
Occupational Therapy
Social Services
Tertiary Teaching
A career as a health-care professional or  
tertiary teacher is extremely rewarding –  
you’ll contribute to the well-being of the  
community and have the chance to really  
make a difference in people’s lives.
We also offer a programme in Physical Activity, 
Health and Wellness (see page 59).
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Successful completion of Certificate in Health 
(Level 4) can lead to ...

Bachelor of Nursing (page 15) 
Minimum B+ average pass across four courses during 
semester two required to enter this degree.

Bachelor of Midwifery (page 17) 
Minimum B+ average pass across four courses during 
semester two required to enter this degree – this must include 
a B+ in Bioscience 2.

Bachelor of Occupational Therapy (page 18)

Bachelor of Social Services (page 21)

Bachelor of Applied Science (Physical Activity, Health  
and Wellness) (page 59)

If your goal is to enter one of our health-related degree 
programmes but you do not have the required academic 
entry requirements, we offer the Certificate in Health 
(Level 4) to prepare you for more advanced study. 

This programme is suitable for both school-leavers and mature 
students preparing for a change in career. 

Please note: due to the high demand for places, successful 
completion of the Certificate in Health (Level 4) will not automatically 
guarantee entry to our health-related degrees. 

These degree programmes also have non-academic entry requirements 
so you may need to plan ahead! 

Please contact us to discuss your pathway to a health-related degree. 

Email info@op.ac.nz or phone 0800 762 786 

Certificate in Health (Level 4)

Location Dunedin or online with block courses

Duration One year full-time; two years part-time. There is  
 also a six month, full-time option starting in July for 
 those with the required prerequisite 

Delivery Flexible, a mix of online and face-to-face teaching  
 in Dunedin or online with three compulsory block 
 courses in Dunedin or Porirua per semester

Level 4

Credits 120

Start February and July, 2016

Fee (approx) $6,616

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 and 30 June, 2016 

Study core subjects such as academic communication, mathematics 
and bioscience for health. This programme offers the choice of two 
electives: introduction to midwifery and introduction to careers in health.

Entry requirements
> Open entry for February, 2016 start but you must have access to 

the internet. 
> Entry in July requires advanced standing. You must demonstrate 

that your qualification and experience are equivalent to the 
outcomes of the Certificate in Health (Level 3) (e.g. NCEA Level 3 
or other Level 3 qualifications that include Human Biology and 
Academic Writing at Level 3 or above).

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no band 
score less than 6.0). 

Pathway to  
health-related degrees
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Level 5 diploma

Nursing pathways diagram

ENTER

ENTER

ENTER

ENTER

ENTER

Level 7 degreeLevel 3-4 certificates

Health-care Assistant

Nursing
Nursing is a rewarding career that offers the 
opportunity to make a real difference in people’s lives.

Nurses care for and work with individuals, whānau and groups of 
clients in collaboration with other health professionals. Registered 
nurses may specialise in a variety of practice areas, including 
medical and surgical, mental health, child health/paediatrics, aged 
care and primary health care.

Career opportunities
There is a worldwide demand for registered nurses and a wide 
range of career options in New Zealand and overseas. These 
include working for hospitals, health centres, community agencies, 
public health, Plunket and rest homes.

Otago Polytechnic Nursing graduates are in high demand 
throughout Aotearoa New Zealand due to their high calibre and 
work-readiness. Māori and Pasifika nurses are particularly sought 
after. There is now an established career pathway to Nurse 
Practitioner through master’s degree study, and further educational 
opportunities are available for practice specialisation.

How much can I earn?
New graduates earn more than $44,000 per year. With experience, 
registered nurses can earn between $51,000 and $103,000 per 
year in New Zealand.

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/nursing  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

Certificate in 
Health (Level 4)*
page 13

Registered Nurse

Bachelor of 
Nursing

Enrolled Nurse

Diploma in  
Enrolled Nursing  
(Level 5)

New Zealand 
Certificate in 
English Language 
(Level 4) page 11 Certificate in 

Human Services 
(Level 4) (Specialty)

National Certificate in 
Health, Disability and 
Aged Support (Health 
Assistants) (Level 3) 

*Successful completion of this programme will not automatically guarantee entry to the Bachelor of Nursing.  
ENTER: Entry straight into this programme may be dependent upon you meeting certain criteria. Successful completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee you entry to a higher 
level qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.
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Bachelor of Nursing

Location Dunedin or Timaru

Duration Three years full-time; up to five years part-time  
 (limited places)

Delivery Blended delivery with face-to-face teaching, online  
 learning and simulation suite practical sessions. 50% of 
 your final year will involve clinical practice. 

Level 7

Credits 360 

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $7,129 (first year)

Apply Preferred by 30 September, 2015

Become educated to the highest professional standards in nursing during 
this programme, which contains an even balance of theory and clinical 
practice. Upon completion of this Bachelor of Nursing degree, your name 
will be put forward for the examination for registered nurses, to enable you 
to practise as a nurse. 

Entry requirements
> 42 NCEA credits at Level 3 or higher across three subjects, including:  

> minimum 14 credits in Level 3 biology, and/or 
> 14 credits in Level 3 chemistry, and  
> English OR an English-rich subject from an approved list. 

> Literacy – 10 credits at Level 2 or higher, made up of: 
> 5 credits in reading  
> 5 credits in writing, and

> Numeracy – 10 credits at Level 1 or higher, made up of: 
> specified achievement standards available through a range of subjects OR 
> package of three numeracy unit standards (26623, 26626, 26627-  
 all three required).

> If you are over 20, you must have completed the equivalent of NCEA 
Level 3 biology and/or chemistry within the past five years.

> If you are a Certificate in Health (Level 4) student, you must nominate 
a programme lecturer as an academic reference.

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score 
less than 6.5).

Other requirements 
> Curriculum vitae
> Two referee reports showcasing your academic and community/

work-related skills 
> Health declaration and Level 2 Comprehensive First Aid Certificate
> Ministry of Justice police check for any convictions. 

Competency Assessment Programme (CAP)  
for New Zealand Registered Nurses 

Location Dunedin 

Duration 5–8 weeks

Delivery Face-to-face and online learning, 10 days in theoretical 
 skill-based study, plus a minimum of 120 hours in 
 clinical practice at an approved clinical provider in 
 Dunedin or the Otago region  

Start January, May, July and October, 2016 

Fee (approx) $1,599

Apply Until two weeks before start date

Ideal if you are a New Zealand registered nurse who requires a Competency 
Assessment Programme to obtain a current Annual Practising Certificate. 
The theory courses within this programme may also be used for professional 
development purposes and you may enrol in one or both of these. 

Entry requirements
> All New Zealand registered nurses who meet the requirements of the 

Nursing Council of New Zealand (NCNZ) will be accepted into this 
programme. However, acceptance is dependent on the availability of 
places in the requested intake.

> You must provide a curriculum vitae detailing your professional nursing 
experience as this will help us to negotiate an appropriate clinical 
placement for you.

> You must be computer literate and preferably have access to a laptop.
> Refer to www.nursingcouncil.org.nz

National Certificate in Health, Disability and 
Aged Support (Health Assistants) (Level 3)

Location Dunedin

Duration One semester full-time

Delivery Blended learning with face-to-face workshops, clinical 
 scenario simulations, online learning and discussion groups  

Level 3

Credits 72

Start To be confirmed

Fee (approx)  $4,010

Apply  See www.op.ac.nz/nursing

Gain the skills and knowledge required to work as a health assistant under 
the supervision of a registered health professional. Learn how to provide a 
high standard of safe and effective care to clients, family and whānau while 
also developing your problem-solving, self-management and reflective 
abilities. 

With this qualification, you may enter lower level health-care positions or 
apply for our Certificate in Human Services (Level 4) (Specialty) or Enrolled 
Nursing programme to advance your skills. 

Entry requirements
> Open entry. 
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 5.5. 

Diploma in Enrolled Nursing (Level 5)

Location  Dunedin

Duration  18 months full-time

Delivery  Blended delivery with face-to-face teaching, online  
 learning, simulation suite practical sessions and clinical 
 practice placements

Level  5

Credits  180

Start  February, 2016

Fee (approx)  $7,156

Apply  By 30 September, 2015

Prepare to apply for registration with the Nursing Council of New Zealand 
(NCNZ) as an Enrolled Nurse and gain knowledge and skills in nursing, 
social sciences, and in the structure and function of the human body.  
Time spent in our simulation suite and on clinical placements will enable  
you to put your theory into practice.

Graduates will be able to deliver nursing care and health education across  
a range of health care settings under the direction of a Registered Nurse.

Please note: Upon completion of this Diploma, graduates must pass the NCNZ Registration 
Examination and meet other criteria to be issued with a practicing certificate and to be able to 
work as an Enrolled Nurse.

Entry requirements
> 12 credits in NCEA Level 1 English and 12 credits in NCEA Level 1 

Mathematics (or Pāngarau), and
> 36 credits NCEA Level 2 OR equivalent
> IELTS: 6.5 (no band score lower than 6.5)

Other requirements
> Shortlisted applicants will be interviewed.
> Level 2 Comprehensive First Aid Certificate, health declaration and 

Ministry of Justice police check for any convictions.
> Cover letter, curriculum vitae and two referee reports showcasing your 

character and community/work-related skills.



16   Otago Polytechnic Te Kura Matatini ki Otago

Midwifery
Experience the privilege of welcoming a new person 
into the world. Midwives provide women-centred 
health care with the aim of ensuring the best 
possible experience for women and their families 
during pregnancy, childbirth and the early weeks of a 
baby’s life.

Midwives assess and monitor the well-being of mothers and 
babies throughout pregnancy and labour, facilitate at births, 
examine newborn babies, help mothers with breastfeeding and 
baby care, and regularly check the health of mother and baby for 
several weeks after birth. 

Midwives are able to carry out emergency procedures if necessary. 
They are responsible for care in uncomplicated childbirth but if 
complications arise they collaborate with medical and midwifery 
colleagues to ensure all specialist care is provided.

Career opportunities
Self-employment – managing a caseload of clients >  
Employment within a maternity facility > Education and research  
in the field of midwifery > Provision of professional advice within 
professional organisations or maternity facilities.

In New Zealand, midwives are the main providers of maternity services, 
and there is a particularly high demand for Māori and Pasifika 
practitioners. Our graduates are highly-sought after.

How much can I earn? 
Salaries range from $45,000 to $150,000 per year.

Midwifery pathways diagram
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Midwifery 
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Health (Level 4)*
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New Zealand 
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To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/midwifery  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

Continuing 
Education 
(NZ Midwives)

Registration 
Competence 
(Overseas 
Midwives)

Registered Midwife

Bachelor of 
Midwifery

*Successful completion of this programme will not automatically guarantee entry to the Bachelor of Midwifery.  
ENTER: Entry straight into this programme may be dependent upon you meeting certain criteria. Successful completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee you entry to a higher 
level qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.
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Bachelor of Midwifery

Location Dunedin or satellites in Invercargill, Central Otago, 
 Wellington, Palmerston North and Whanganui
Duration Three years full-time; four years part-time
Delivery Blended delivery with weekly face-to-face tutorials in 
 Dunedin and local satellites, midwifery practice  
 experiences, online learning and block courses in  
 Dunedin or Paraparaumu 
Level 7
Credits 480
Start End of January, 2016
Fee (approx) $10,162 (first year)
Apply Preferred by 31 August, 2015 

Attain a unique and internationally-renowned qualification which leads to 
registration as a midwife in New Zealand. You will receive a rigorous theoretical 
education and gain midwifery practice experience in a variety of settings.
Note: This programme has been developed collaboratively and is jointly delivered by Otago 
Polytechnic and Christchurch Polytechnic Institute of Technology (CPIT). Otago Polytechnic is 
the provider for students in the lower halves of the North and South Islands, while CPIT delivers 
to those in the upper half of the South Island.

Entry requirements
> NCEA Level 3 including a minimum of 14 credits at Level 3 or higher in:  

> biology OR chemistry, and 
> an English language-rich subject (such as English, history, art history, 
 classics, geography or economics), and 
> one other NZQA approved university entrance subject, with  
> the remaining credits from either achievement or unit standards, and 

> Literacy – 10 credits at Level 2 or above made up of:  
> 5 credits in reading and 5 credits in writing, and 

> Numeracy – 10 credits at Level 1 or above, made up of: 
> specified achievement standards available through a range of subjects, and 
> package of three numeracy unit standards (26623, 26626, 26627 –  
 all three required)

> OR demonstrate equivalence to the above academic entry criteria. 
Please note: A minimum of 14 credits at Level 2 in chemistry if you hold 14 credits at Level 3 
in biology OR a minimum of 14 credits at Level 2 in biology if you hold 14 credits or more in 
chemistry will be an advantage. An application pack will be sent to you. 

If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 7.0 (no less than 6.5 in 
writing and reading; no less than 7.0 in speaking and listening). 

Other requirements 
> Curriculum vitae; names and email addresses of two referees; verified 

copy of your driver’s licence; good computer skills. 
> Essay demonstrating your commitment to midwifery and any life 

experience relevant to midwifery/women’s health.
> Health declaration and current First Aid Certificate. 
> Conviction declaration (if your application is accepted, you will be 

required to provide permission for a police check). 

Continuing Education for New Zealand  
Midwives and Registration Competence 
Programme for Overseas Midwives

Location Online
Duration Flexible
Delivery Online modules; newborn assessment course requires 
 five clinical assessments 
Start Flexible 
Fee (approx) $412.50 per course
Apply Anytime 

We offer four courses, approved by the Midwifery Council of New Zealand, 
as part of the registration competence programme for midwives registering 
from overseas. New Zealand registered midwives may take any of these as 
part of their recertification programme. In addition, the Complicated 
Childbirth integrated short course is for midwives who have taken a break 
for more than eight years from practice; this provides one component of the 
Return to Practice programme. 

Entry requirements
> You must be a registered New Zealand midwife to enter any of the 

courses as part of your recertification programme.
> International students will be individually assessed for entry.
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 7.5 (no band score 

less than 7.0).

Postgraduate Certificate in Midwifery Practice 
and Postgraduate Diploma in Midwifery

Location Online (you must have access to the internet)
Duration Certificate: Six months full-time; part-time options 
 Diploma: One year full-time; part-time options
Delivery Each course involves working through online resources 
 and taking part in online discussions
Level 8
Credits Certificate: 60, Diploma: 120   
Start   February, May, July and September, 2016
Fee (approx) $815 (per 15-credit course)
Apply Anytime

Certificate: Undertake four seven-week courses that focus on aspects of 
midwifery practice and critically analyse your own midwifery experiences as 
a means of adding depth to your knowledge base. This programme is a 
perfect springboard into further study, 
Diploma: Build on the Postgraduate Certificate in Midwifery Practice to 
extend your midwifery knowledge through a review of current thinking and 
research. Successful completion of this Diploma contributes half the credits 
required for the master’s degree. 

Entry requirements
For Postgraduate Certificate: You must be a registered midwife and hold  
a bachelor’s degree OR have relevant equivalent skills and knowledge 
acquired through appropriate work or professional experience. 
For Postgraduate Diploma: You must be a registered midwife and hold a 
bachelor’s degree, Postgraduate Certificate in Midwifery Practice, OR equivalent. 
For each level:
> New Zealand registered midwives for whom English is a second 

language are required by the Midwifery Council of New Zealand to have 
an IELTS score of 7.5. International midwifery students who are not 
registered in New Zealand will require an IELTS (or equivalent) overall 
band score of 6.5 in writing and reading, and no less than 7.0 in 
speaking and listening, with no individual score less than 6.0. 

Master of Midwifery

Location Online (you must have access to the internet)
Duration Two years full-time; part-time options
Delivery Online or face-to-face supervision with compulsory group 
 seminars in Dunedin or online 
Level 9
Credits 180 or 240
Start February and July, 2016
Fee (approx) $1,619 (per 30-credit course)
Apply Anytime

This internationally-recognised programme has a strong research focus  
and builds on the skills and knowledge gained during the Postgraduate 
Diploma in Midwifery. You have two options for completing the programme: 
a midwifery dissertation or a midwifery thesis. The thesis option enables you 
to complete a piece of original research based on higher order skills of 
analysis and critical evaluation. 

Entry requirements
> You must be a registered midwife and hold a Postgraduate Diploma in 

Midwifery with a B grade average, OR equivalent. 
> Consideration for direct entry into the 180-credit master’s programme  

will require presentation of a portfolio which demonstrates appropriate 
academic and personal skills. These include:  
> Completion of 60 credits of postgraduate study (or equivalent) 
> Eligibility for cross-crediting of postgraduate-level courses completed 
 elsewhere 
> Portfolio of publications 
> Presentation of a comprehensive and well-structured research proposal 
> Completed research projects or ongoing involvement in collaborative 
 research projects which demonstrate understanding and facility with 
 research processes  
> Midwifery experience which could include an extensive practice history 
 including project work undertaken during self or institutional employment. 

> If English is not your first language and you are not registered in New 
Zealand, you must demonstrate an IELTS overall band score (academic) 
of 6.5 in writing and reading, and no less than 7.0 in speaking and 
listening, with no individual score less than 6.0. 
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Occupational 
Therapy
Work as an occupational therapist to help people 
become involved in everyday activities and lead 
meaningful and satisfying lives.

Focus on ensuring that individuals, groups and populations within 
the community can do the things that are important to them. You will 
work with a range of ages from the newborn to the older person.
Occupational therapists work in a variety of environments, including 
in schools with children who need help to meet their learning needs, 
and in rehabilitation, hospital and private practice settings with people 
who have had illness, injury or a disability. 
Your work as an occupational therapist could involve enabling the 
elderly to safely return to their homes or help people to resume 
employment by adapting workplaces and teaching them strategies. 
You may work to ensure that youth and adults with mental illness 
can engage effectively in everyday tasks, work with specific 
populations within society to strengthen local communities, and/or 
generally promote health and well-being. 

Career opportunities
Occupational Therapist > Needs Assessor > Case Manager >  
Private Practice > Community/Youth Development Worker > 
Team Leader/Manager > Researcher.
Our graduates gain employment within the health and well-being 
sector in New Zealand, and have opportunities to work internationally.

How much can I earn?
New graduates earn $46,000 per year. With experience and 
continuing education, registered occupational therapists can earn  
up to $95,000 per year.

Occupational Therapy pathways diagram
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Level 8 and 9 postgraduateLevel 4 certificates

Certificate in 
Health (Level 4)*
page 13

Level 7 degree

New Zealand 
Certificate in 
English Language 
(Level 4) page 11

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/ot  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

Bachelor of Occupational Therapy

Location Dunedin or Hamilton

Duration Three years full-time; part-time options

Delivery On campus with six fieldwork placements in a wide  
 range of settings; four of these are likely to occur outside  
 of the Dunedin or Hamilton area

Level 7

Credits 360

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $7,122 (first year)

Apply Preferred by 21 September, 2015 

Prepare for a career as an occupational therapist through online learning, 
resources and activities, face-to-face teaching, and fieldwork placements. 
This qualification will lead to registration as an occupational therapist in  
New Zealand and is recognised by the World Federation of Occupational 
Therapists. Any student who achieves a B grade average in this programme 
is eligible to complete a Bachelor of Occupational Therapy (Honours). 

Entry requirements
> Any Level 4 qualification equalling at least 60 credits completed in one 

year OR successful completion of university courses/units equalling at 
least 50 per cent of a first-year student workload completed in one year 
OR NCEA credits, including: 
> 60 credits at Level 3 or higher, including a minimum of 14 credits in 
 each of three NZQA approved university entrance subjects and 
> 10 credits at Level 2 or higher in English and/or te reo Māori (5 credits 
 in reading and 5 in writing), and 
> 10 credits at Level 1 or higher in mathematics/pāngarau OR 
 equivalent.

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score 
less than 6.5). 

Other requirements
> Demonstrate an elementary understanding of occupational therapy 

practice in New Zealand
> First Aid Certificate and health declaration
> Recommendations of suitability from two referees who are not family 

members or friends. 

Master of 
Occupational 
Therapy

Expert level of 
professional practice 
and research skills

Research-orientated 
positions; more 
responsible roles

ENTER

Registered  
Occupational  
Therapist

Bachelor of 
Occupational 
Therapy

ENTER

ENTER

Bachelor of 
Occupational 
Therapy (Honours)

*Successful completion of this programme will not automatically guarantee entry to the Bachelor of Occupational Therapy.  
ENTER: Entry straight into this programme may be dependent upon you meeting certain criteria. Successful completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee you entry to a higher 
level qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.

Postgraduate 
Occupational 
Therapy  
qualifications

Research-orientated 
positions;  
Clinical posts
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Bachelor of Occupational Therapy (Honours)

Location Online with compulsory block courses (2 to 3 days each)

Duration One year full-time

Delivery Online with four compulsory block courses in Dunedin 

Level 8

Credits 120 

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $7,948

Apply Preferred by 31 January, 2016

Deepen your understanding of occupational therapy practice and develop 
your research skills. Prepare for jobs in research-orientated positions  
or more responsible roles in occupational therapy practice. 
Note: If you achieve a first class honours degree, you may also be able to progress straight 
into a doctoral programme.

Entry requirements
> You must have successfully completed a Bachelor of Occupational Therapy 

in New Zealand with a grade point average of 5.0 or less across three years 
of study, having passed all courses on your first attempt, OR equivalent. 

> You must commence the honours programme within three years of 
completing the Bachelor of Occupational Therapy.

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score 
less than 6.5).

Postgraduate Certificate in Occupational 
Therapy Practice and Postgraduate Diploma  
in Occupational Therapy Practice 

Location Online 

Duration Certificate: Six months full-time; two and a half years 
 part-time Diploma: One year full-time; four years part-time       

Delivery Online with the option of studying one or two 
 courses in Dunedin 

Level 8

Credits Certificate: 60, Diploma: 120

Start February and July, 2016

Fee (approx) Certificate: $3,657  
 Diploma: $7,550

Apply Preferred by 31 January and 1 July, 2016

Develop expertise in a particular area of occupational therapy practice and 
become better equipped to apply for positions that are recognised as 
expert clinical posts, or to move into managerial positions. Then staircase 
into the diploma or master and gain the confidence to engage in evidence-
based practice. You can choose to move into the master at the completion 
of your Postgraduate Certificate or at any point as you progress through the 
Postgraduate Diploma courses conditional on achieving the required 
academic entry criteria.
Note: It is possible to enrol in individual courses from these qualifications for professional 
development reasons. This option is available for occupational therapists and non-occupational 
therapists and you will be awarded a Certificate of Proficiency upon successful completion. 

Entry requirements
> You must hold a Diploma OR Bachelor of Occupational Therapy from a 

World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT) approved programme 
(OR equivalent), OR a Certificate of Registration (New Zealand).

> Applicants with a Diploma or Certificate of Registration must also provide: 
current CV, evidence of involvement in continuing education, two 
confidential referees attesting to your ability to manage postgraducate 
study.

> Applicants with a Bachelor, Advanced Diploma in Occupational Therapy 
(CIT) or occupational therapy qualification/evidence of successful study at 
400 level must also provide a current CV.

> All applicants must provide an Annual Practising Certificate, although this 
can be waived in certain circumstances.

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score 
less than 6.5).

Postgraduate Certificate in Applied Practice  
in Health (Specialty) 

Location Online

Duration Six months full-time; two and a half years part-time

Delivery Online; option to study one/two courses in Dunedin

Level 8

Credits 60

Start February and July, 2016

Fee (approx) $3,657 

Apply Preferred by 31 January and 1 July, 2016

Deepen your theoretical knowledge to support your clinical reasoning, within 
the constraints of your practice environment, to ensure effective outcomes 
for your clients. Strengthen your academic skills of analysis, synthesis and 
critique in your research area. Your study and assignments will focus on 
your specialty area of practice. 

Entry requirements
> You must hold a bachelor’s degree, OR qualifications accepted by the 

appropriate professional registration board. 
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score 

less than 6.5).

Master of Occupational Therapy 

Location Online with a compulsory block course per year
Duration Two years full-time; seven years part-time
Delivery Online with one compulsory block course (2 to 3 days)  
 per year in Dunedin 
Level 9
Credits 180
Start February and July, 2016 (or on a negotiated date) 
Fee (approx) $7,940
Apply Preferred by 31 January and 1 July, 2016 

Undertake this qualification of excellence and develop your professional 
practice and research skills to a very high level. Gain an in-depth 
understanding of a specific aspect of occupational therapy knowledge and 
build a broad range of research to justify your practice. Acquire the 
confidence to systematically plan and carry out detailed research to 
internationally-recognised standards. Choose to complete your qualification 
through coursework and a project or by the research thesis option. 

Entry requirements
To enter the first year of the master: You must meet the entry 
requirements stated for the Postgraduate Certificate or Postgraduate 
Diploma in Occupational Therapy Practice (see left).
To enter the second year of the master: You must hold a Postgraduate 
Certificate or a Postgraduate Diploma in Occupational Therapy Practice, 
with a B grade average across your three best courses OR equivalent  
(a research course must be part of the Postgraduate Certificate or 
Postgraduate Diploma in Occupational Therapy Practice OR equivalent) OR 
you must have successfully completed a Bachelor of Occupational Therapy 
with Honours endorsed second class, OR equivalent.
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score 

less than 6.5).
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Social Services
Select from a wide range of social services careers, 
each focused on helping people to improve their 
quality of life.

There are opportunities to work for social services agencies and in 
career practice, counselling, disability and mental health support. 
Responsibilities may include offering support and guidance to  
clients, planning activities, working directly with families, groups  
and organisations, and running educational workshops.

Career opportunities
Mental Health Advocate/Worker > Disability Support Advocate/
Worker > Community/social services work > Counsellor >  
Career Practitioner.

The demand for skilled people in the community services industries 
is likely to remain strong – New Zealand faces a growing and ageing 
population and many agencies exist to address a wide range of 
social issues.

How much can I earn?
Salaries vary, but usually begin between $20,000 and $50,000  
per year, depending on experience and qualifications.

Social Services pathways diagram
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To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/socialservices  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

New Zealand 
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Enrolled Nursing 
(Level 5)
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in Health, Disability 
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Level 5 diploma

*Successful completion of this programme will not automatically guarantee entry to the Bachelor of Social Services.  
ENTER: Entry straight into this programme may be dependent upon you meeting certain criteria. Successful completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee you entry to a higher 
level qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.
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National Certificate in Health, Disability and 
Aged Support (Health Assistants) (Level 3)

Location Dunedin

Duration One semester full-time

Delivery Blended learning with face-to-face workshops,  
 clinical scenario simulations, online learning and  
 discussion groups  

Level 3

Credits 72

Start To be confirmed

Fee (approx)  $4,010

Apply  See www.op.ac.nz/socialservices

Gain the skills and knowledge required to work as a health assistant under 
the supervision of a registered health professional. Learn how to provide a 
high standard of safe and effective care to clients, family and whānau while 
also developing your problem-solving, self-management and reflective 
abilities. 

With this qualification, you may enter lower level health-care positions or 
apply for our Certificate in Human Services (Level 4) (Specialty) or Enrolled 
Nursing programme to advance your skills. 

Entry requirements
> Open entry. 
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 5.5.

Certificate in Human Services  
(Level 4) (Specialty)

Including one of the following embedded national awards:
> National Certificate in Mental Health and Addiction Support (Level 4)
> National Certificate in Community Support Services (Disability 
  Information Provision) (Level 4)
> National Certificate in Social Services (Level 4)

Location Dunedin

Duration One year full-time; two years part-time

Delivery Face-to-face and online learning, practical sessions  
 and fieldwork placements 
 Online delivery available by negotiation (requires a  
 minimum cohort of four students) 

Level 4

Credits 120

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $6,259

Apply Until start date of programme

Gain the knowledge, skills and values required to enter the human services 
industry in Aotearoa New Zealand and overseas. Grounded in a social 
justice and human rights perspective, you can specialise in mental health, 
disability support or social services. 

Entry requirements
> Open entry but you must 

> disclose any criminal convictions before commencing the 
 programme, and 
> give permission for a police check before going on your work 
 placement.

> You will also take part in an informal discussion with the Programme 
Manager to check your readiness to engage with the programme. 

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no less than 6.0 
in writing and speaking; no less than 5.5 in reading and listening).

Note: An application pack will be sent to you. 

Bachelor of Social Services 
Counselling; Career Practice; Social Services

Including an exit qualification available after two years full-time, or  
four years part-time study for Mental Health and Disability students
> Diploma in Social Services (Level 6): Disability Support, Mental  
  Health Support 

Location Dunedin
Duration Three years full-time; up to six years part-time
Delivery On campus with fieldwork placements 
Level 7
Credits 360
Start February, 2016
Fee (approx) $6,522 (first year)
Apply Until start date of programme

Attain the knowledge and skills required to become a competent social 
services professional in New Zealand and overseas. Gain a solid foundation 
in various aspects of the field before choosing to specialise in career 
practice, counselling, mental health or disability support. Working with 
clients is a core component of this programme and gives you the chance  
to increase your work-readiness. 

Entry requirements 
> Minimum of 60 credits at Level 3 or higher on the National Qualifications 

Framework 
> NCEA Level 3 including:  

> 14 credits at Level 3 or higher in three NZQA approved subjects, and 
> Literacy - 10 credits at Level 2 or higher, made up of 5 credits in reading 

and 5 credits in writing, and 
> Numeracy - 10 credits at Level 1 or above, made up of specified 

achievement standards available through a range of subjects OR 
package of three numeracy unit standards (26623, 26626, 26627-  
all three required)

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score 
less than 6.5).

Other requirements 
> Demonstrate computing skills and relevant life/work experience. 
> Submit a curriculum vitae, essay, two referee reports demonstrating your 

academic and personal suitability for social services training, and a health 
declaration.

> Declare any criminal convictions and give permission for a police check.
> You may have to undertake an interview. 
Please note: An application pack will be sent to you and you must indicate which specialty 
area(s) you are most interested in. The pack will also outline your essay topic. 

National Diploma in Youth Work (Level 6)

Through Capable; partners with National Youth Work Aotearoa 

Location Distance
Duration Up to one year part-time; designed to be studied  
 alongside your regular employment or voluntary work
Delivery Learning is self-paced, and a facilitator will support you
Level 6
Credits 200
Start Flexible
Fee (approx) $4,500
Apply Anytime at www.capablenz.co.nz

Are you a skilled and experienced youth worker who would like to have  
your expertise formally acknowledged? During this programme, you will be 
encouraged to identify, demonstrate and articulate the skills you have developed 
– both through your work and any other relevant learning experiences.  
This process of reflection provides you with a unique pathway to gain a 
recognised qualification that will strengthen your employment prospects. 

Entry requirements
> You must be working in a paid or voluntary capacity with youth and it is 

expected that you will have at least five to 10 years’ experience of 
working with young people across a range of contexts.

For more information contact Capable,  
call 03 477 3014 or email info@capablenz.co.nz 
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Certificate in Mata ā Ao Māori (Level 4)

Location  Dunedin

Duration  Up to three years part-time

Delivery On campus; workshops, discussions and an overnight  
 stay in a local papatipu marae 

Level 4

Credits 40

Start Flexible

Fee (approx) $2,093

Apply Anytime

Gain a recognised tertiary qualification that incorporates Treaty education,  
te reo Māori and tikaka Māori. This programme is ideal if your professional 
demands are such that an increased proficiency in matters Māori would be 
advantageous. 

Consisting of six separate units, which may be studied separately but which 
collectively make up a coherent and complete programme, each course is 
designed to be a small, manageable piece of learning that can be 
realistically integrated into a busy schedule.

Entry requirements
> Open entry.
> Not available to international students.

Tertiary 
Teaching
Helping people to learn is one of the most 
satisfying and important jobs in our society. 

Career opportunities
> Tertiary Teacher in polytechnic/university > Private education  
> Industry training organisations > Government or community 
organisations > Staff Trainer in industry/business.

How much can I earn?
Salaries vary, but usually begin between $50,000 and $82,000 
per year, depending on experience. 

Graduate Diploma in Tertiary Education (Level 7) 

Location Dunedin, Central Otago or by distance

Duration One year full-time; two years part-time

Delivery Blended delivery with online learning, face-to-face  
 teaching, projects and team work

Level 7

Credits 120

Start  February and July (internship pathway); anytime for APL  
 and online 

Fee (approx)  $5,405

Apply  Preferred by February and July (intership pathway);  
 anytime for APL and online

This stimulating and flexible programme enables you to gain a formal 
teaching qualification via three different learner pathways. Through an 
internship, the only one of its kind offered in New Zealand, by using our 
Assessment of Prior Learning (APL) process to measure your existing 
experience, or by studying by distance, using online resources and working 
with an experienced facilitator.  

This qualification is founded on work-based learning principles, so what  
you study has a direct impact on your day-to-day practices as a tertiary 
educator. 

Entry requirements

For the internship pathway
> Bachelor’s degree OR equivalent qualification
> Practical, professional or industrial work experience is also preferred.

For the APL and distance pathway
> You need to be currently engaged in ongoing tertiary teaching activities 

and be able to devote time to your studies. 

If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no band score less 
than 6.0.).  

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/education  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply
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Creative careers

Art
Ceramics, Electronic Arts,  
Jewellery and Metalsmithing, 
Painting, Photography, Print, 
Sculpture and Textiles

Design
Communication, Interiors, Fashion, 
Product and Creative Studies

Creative people design the solutions that 
make our lives better. They also create  
the beautiful, interesting and challenging  
things that make our environments  
stimulating and thought-provoking.

Lynda Orr, ‘Fractals’
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Explore more!

Travel, learn, make new connections and experience a 
different culture through our fantastic international exchange 
programmes with prominent art and design institutions. 

Art degree

Europe is one of the world’s finest cultural 
destinations and is responsible for creating some 
of the most captivating and beautiful artwork 
throughout history. 
Now you can play your part and study at some of Europe’s leading art 
institutions including: 

> Academy of Fine Arts, Prague
> University of Applied Arts, Vienna
> Utrecht School of the Arts, Netherlands
> University of Arts and Design, Geneva
> University of Gothenburg, Sweden 
> Academy of Arts, Estonia. 

Want to try somewhere different? We also offer North American and South 
African exchange programmes:

> Winthrop South University, South Carolina
> Kansas City Art Institute 
> University of Johannesburg.

Design degree

Design students are encouraged to participate in international exchanges 
and study options with partners such as Istituto Europeo di Design (IED) in 
Milan, Utrecht School of the Arts (HKU) in the Netherlands, HDR School of 
Design and Crafts at the University of Gothenburg and Germany’s 
Designschule München. 

There are also opportunities for students to participate in collaborative 
projects and summer schools in Shanghai and Finland.

#exploremoreop

Collection by Jessie Wong. Photo by Laura Benjamin. 

See www.op.ac.nz/exploremore  
for more information
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Successful completion of Certificate in Creative 
Studies can lead to ...

Bachelor of Design (page 32) 
Communication, Interiors, Product and Fashion

The Certificate in Fashion Studies (Level 4) is our other 
pathway programme into our Bachelor of Design (Fashion) 
– see page 31.

Diploma in Ceramic Arts (Level 6) (page 28)

Bachelor of Visual Arts (page 28)

If you are not sure which creative career to pursue or 
want to develop a portfolio for application to one of 
our diplomas or degrees, this programme is for you. 

 Email info@op.ac.nz or phone 0800 762 786 

Certificate in Creative Studies 

Location Dunedin

Duration One year full-time; two years part-time

Delivery On campus

Level 4

Credits 120

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $6,971

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015

This programme will help you to gain a foundation in drawing and 
mixed media, creative process, and digital design, and choose from a 
range of Fashion, Product, Interiors and Communication Design, 
Visual Arts and Information Technology studio options. Prepare for 
higher level qualifications or be well equipped to take on a junior role 
in a creative workplace. 

Entry requirements

There are no academic entry requirements. However, as a part of the 
selection process we prefer that you have:
> NCEA Level 1 OR equivalent. 

If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no less than 
6.0 in writing and speaking; no less than 5.5 in reading and listening).

Other requirements

You must submit a portfolio of work, letter of introduction and 
curriculum vitae. 

Your portfolio should: 
> be limited to ten visual works showing your current art and design 

achievements, potential and commitment – these can be 
photographs, small original works, sketches etc.

> include a selection of drawings which demonstrate your research 
and development of an idea through to a finished design (this final 
design may be a painting, graphic work, a garment, a photograph, 
creative textile work, a 3D object, a video, a website or digital 
design work) 

> be presented in a clearfile portfolio no bigger than A3 or in digital 
format on CD or via email; there is a file size limit of 15MB if you are 
applying online. 

Pathway to  
creative degrees

P
ad

dy
 G

al
la

gh
er

, C
oo

ki
e 

C
ut

te
r

Ly
nd

a 
O

rr,
 ‘F

ra
ct

al
s’



26   Otago Polytechnic Te Kura Matatini ki Otago

Art
An Art qualification demonstrates that you can  
be both practical and visionary – attributes highly 
sought after by employers. 

The Dunedin School of Art was established in 1870 and has the 
distinction of being the first art school in New Zealand. Hands-on, 
studio-based teaching, a fantastic range of workshop facilities and 
lecturers who have national and international profiles will ensure that 
your art education is first-class. In addition, you will have access  
to an active community of artists and work placement opportunities.

See page 24 for our exciting range of study abroad opportunities! 

Our graduates are work-ready, resourceful and conscientious and 
have skills which are transferable to a range of creative industries. 

Career opportunities 
Many of our graduates remain active in their art practice, with several 
self-employed as full-time, successful artists. Many have exhibited 
their work around the globe, winning national and international 
awards and recognition. 

Others are working in a diverse range of professions in a wide variety 
of fields including visual culture, education, design, management  
and marketing.

Ceramics 

We have the largest ceramics studio in  
New Zealand with a fantastic range of facilities. 
Develop your own individual project and enjoy 
our hands-on, clay-making workshops. 

Electronic Arts
In this constantly evolving field, choose to 
explore 2D and 3D animation, film, 
installation, augmented reality, audio/video 
production and projection, performance, and 
online media. 

Jewellery and Metalsmithing
Develop your artistic eye and practical skills 
amongst our modern facilities which include 
diamond grinding/cutting machines and a 
hearth room for melting, casting, soldering 
and hammering. 

Painting
Make your artwork relevant to today’s society 
and to national and international 
contemporary practice. Develop your skill in 
painting and investigate the painting styles of 
recent centuries. 

Photography
Learn the principles of photography as you 
study different photographic approaches and 
enjoy access to a range of facilities and 
equipment such as darkrooms, a lighting 
studio and large-scale colour printing. 

Print 
Our internationally-renowned print studio 
allows you to explore a wide range of print 
processes and techniques including metal 
plate etching, screen printing and more 
contemporary practices of digital print and 
image development technologies. 

Sculpture
Our studio is equipped to international 
standards and has separate workshops for 
wood, metal, plaster, clay, plastic and bronze. 
Enjoy working with your hands on your own 
individual project. 

Textiles
Explore the field of textiles in a visual arts 
context. We specialise in print and 
construction processes such as screen-print 
methods using pigment ink and dye, manual 
and digital embroidery, and 3D sewing. 

Specialist Studio Disciplines

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/art  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

Credits: Ceramics - John Paxie, Electronic Arts - Maria Brett, Jewellery and Metallsmithing - Jane Hand, Painting - James Bellaney
Photography - Agata Michalczyk, Print - Lucy Walsh, Sculpture - Briar Commins, Textiles - Bridie O’Leary
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Portfolios
Portfolio requirements 
> If you have been working in the NCEA system, please send us 
 12 examples of your finished works and of your working 
 processes from your folders. 
> If you have not been working in the NCEA system, please send 
 us six examples of finished work and six examples of sketches 
 or workbook pages. 
> Please take photographs of your chosen works and submit 
 these digitally or in an A4 folder (please do not submit originals 
 as we do not return application folders). 

Please note: There is a 15MB file size limit if you upload  
your portfolio online.

Please include the following with your portfolio:
> An essay or written text (300 words) – you may include 
 writing produced for any of your NCEA subjects or if you don’t 
 have these, you may write a new piece on a topic of your choice. 
> A double-spaced letter (300 words) that explains why 
 you want to attend art school and what your experiences of art 
 have been to date. This may include all or some of the following: 
 > why art is important to you, the community and the wider world
 > your expectations for your own future after your studies
 > art galleries you may be familiar with
 > artists whose work you may know
 > art skills you may have gained already. 

Level 6 diploma

Art pathways diagram
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To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/art  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

Employment

Diploma in  
Ceramic Arts  
(Level 6)

ENTER: Entry straight into this programme may be dependent upon you meeting certain criteria. Successful completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee  
you entry to a higher level qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.
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Bachelor of Visual Arts

Location Dunedin

Duration Three years full-time

Delivery On campus

Level  7

Credits 360 

Start  February, 2016

Fee (approx)  $6,862 (first year)

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 but applications  
 accepted until the start date

Become an independent and creative maker, thinker and agent as you 
experience a range of subjects in the first semester and then begin to 
specialise. Develop the technical, academic and personal skills to pursue  
a career as an independent artist or researcher, or to undertake more 
advanced study.

Our Certificate in Creative Studies provides a pathway into this programme 
(see page 25).

Entry requirements
> You must be able to demonstrate appropriate ability through the 

submission of a portfolio and you must have completed five years at 
secondary school with successful completion of units of study in art, OR 

> NCEA Level 3 including:  
> 14 credits in each of three NZQA approved university entrance subjects 
 at Level 3 or above, and

> Literacy - 10 credits at Level 2 or above, made up of: 
> 5 credits in reading and 5 credits in writing, and

> Numeracy - 10 credits at Level 1 or above, made up of: 
> specified achievement standards available through a range of subjects OR 
> package of three numeracy unit standards (26623, 26626, 26627-  
 all three required).

> If you are a mature student, you must demonstrate appropriate ability 
through a portfolio and associated writings.

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no band score 
less than 5.5).

Other requirements
> All applicants must submit a portfolio (see page 27 for details).

Graduate Diploma in Visual Arts

Location Dunedin

Duration One year full-time; two years part-time 

Delivery On campus

Level 7

Credits 120  

Start February and July, 2016

Fee (approx) $6,862

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 but applications  
 accepted until the start date

If you already hold a degree and would like to develop your fine arts skills, this 
programme offers you the opportunity to carry out an intensive, personalised 
course of study. A team of advisors will help you determine a pathway of 
study suited to your goals and requirements. You may then wish to deepen 
your understanding with our Master of Visual Arts or Master of Fine Arts.

Entry requirements
> You must demonstrate practical, professional or educational experience 

equivalent to a bachelor’s degree OR other Level 7 qualification.
> As the majority of this qualification is taught at Level 7, you must 

demonstrate studio skills to an appropriate level to enter this programme.
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no band score 

less than 6.0).

Other requirements
> You must undertake an interview and submit a portfolio (see page 27  

for details).

Diploma in Ceramic Arts (Level 6) and (Level 7)

Location Online with practical classes 
Duration Level 6: Two years, full-time, up to eight years part-time 
 Level 7: One year, full-time 
Delivery Online theory papers with practical classes  
 at various New Zealand locations* OR alongside an 
 established master potter 
Level 6 and 7
Credits Level 6: 240; Level 7: 120  
Start February, 2016
Fee (approx) $6,605 (first year)

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 but applications  
 accepted until the start date

Undertake New Zealand’s only specialised tertiary programme in ceramic 
arts, which combines a wide range of practices and techniques for creating 
an array of forms and imagery for both functional ware and concept-based 
experimental work. 

Our Certificate in Creative Studies provides a pathway into this programme 
(see page 25)

*Auckland, Hamilton, Otaki, Hawkes Bay, Nelson, Christchurch or Dunedin.

Entry requirements
> Level 6: Four years of secondary school education, with a minimum of 

48 NCEA Level 2 credits across four subjects OR equivalent 
qualifications and experience.

> Level 7: Diploma in Ceramic Arts (Level 6) OR equivalent qualifications 
and/or experience. 

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS (Level 6 or 7): 6.0  
(no band score less than 5.5).

Other requirements
> You must demonstrate an interest in art and submit a portfolio (see page 

27 for details).

“The lecturers were so incredibly inspiring 
and approachable. They helped me to  
turn my passion into an amazing career  
as a full-time ceramic artist.”

Bridie Henderson, represented by Milford Galleries 
Diploma in Ceramic Arts (Level 6)
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Postgraduate applications 
Please visit www.op.ac.nz/art to find more detailed information 
about what you need to submit with your application.

To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

Bachelor of Visual Arts (Honours)

Location Dunedin
Duration One year full-time; two years part-time
Delivery On campus
Level 8
Credits 120 
Start February and July, 2016
Fee (approx) $10,362
Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 but applications  
 accepted until the start date

Undertake this research-based qualification to further develop your 
undergraduate knowledge. Ideal if you wish to do further study, or pursue 
higher-level roles in the arts and creative sectors, the programme culminates 
in an exhibition and associated writing. 
Entry requirements
> You must hold a Bachelor of Visual Arts (Level 7) OR any equivalent 

qualification at a bachelor’s level or above, with an overall grade of B  
(70 per cent) or higher in your final year studio and essay papers.

> Normally, commencement of Honours study must occur within five years 
of the successful completion of your degree. Exceptions will require the 
approval of the postgraduate coordinator.

> If you do not hold the above qualifications, you must demonstrate 
appropriate ability through a portfolio and associated writing which will be 
approved by the Postgraduate Admissions Committee. 

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score 
less than 6.0).

Other requirements
> Annotated portfolio, CV, project proposal and an interview.

Postgraduate Certificate in Visual Arts and 
Postgraduate Diploma in Visual Arts

Location Dunedin
Duration Certificate: Six months full-time; one year part-time 
 Diploma: One year full-time; two years part-time
Delivery On campus
Level 8
Credits Certificate: 60, Diploma: 120  
Start Both: February and July, 2016
Fee (approx) Certificate: $5,509 
 Diploma:$10,362
Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 or 31 May, 2016 but 
 applications accepted until the start dates

Certificate: Develop a body of critically-engaged studio work and write a 
set essay on an aspect of related research methodologies. Progress to the 
second semester of the Diploma upon successful completion. 
Diploma: Embark on this guided research programme to create a systematic 
and professionally exhibited body of work supported by a written text which 
demonstrates contemporary relevance. Our Master of Visual Arts or Master 
of Fine Arts is the perfect next step.

Entry requirements
> You must have completed a Bachelor of Visual Arts (Level 7) OR 

equivalent qualification at a bachelor’s level OR any other undergraduate 
degree in a relevant discipline.

> Exceptional applicants not meeting the entry requirements but with 
appropriate documented professional experience may also be considered.

> If you do not hold the above qualifications, you must demonstrate 
appropriate ability through a portfolio and associated writing which will be 
approved by the Postgraduate Admissions Committee. 

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score 
less than 6.0).

Other requirements
> Annotated portfolio, CV, project proposal and an interview.

Master of Visual Arts

Location Dunedin

Duration One year full-time. See below for completion options.

Delivery On campus

Level 9

Credits 120

Start Flexible

Fee (approx) $10,362 (first year)

Apply Anytime

Develop and display mastery of the professional, technical and conceptual 
skills relevant to your chosen field through a public exhibition and 
associated writing. Gain a deeper understanding through practical and 
theory-based research to provide you with higher employment opportunities 
in the arts sector. 

Our 18-month pathway is perfect for those who would like to achieve a master’s 
qualification in a shorter timeframe. Complete the Postgraduate Certificate 
in Visual Arts to gain guaranteed entry into the Master of Visual Arts.

Alternatively, our two-year pathway is ideal if you need longer to achieve your 
master’s. Complete the Postgraduate Certificate in Visual Arts to gain direct 
entry into the Postgraduate Diploma in Visual Arts and then complete the 
Postgraduate Diploma to gain guaranteed entry into the Master of Visual Arts. 

Entry requirements
> Bachelor of Visual Arts (Honours) (Level 8) OR the Postgraduate Diploma 

in Visual Arts (Level 8) OR an equivalent postgraduate qualification worth 
120 credits in a related area.

> If you do not hold the above qualifications, you must demonstrate 
appropriate ability through a portfolio and associated writings. 

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score 
less than 6.0).

Other requirements
> Annotated portfolio, CV, research proposal (including an annotated 

bibliography) and an interview.

Master of Fine Arts

Location Dunedin

Duration Two years full-time; up to four years part-time*

Delivery On campus

Level 9

Credits 240 

Start March and September, 2016

Fee (approx) $10,368 (first year)

Apply Preferred by 15 November, 2015 and 15 June, 2016 but 
 applications accepted until the start dates

Progress further as an arts practitioner or expand your employment 
potential with this applied, in-depth research degree. Benchmarked against 
national and international standards, this programme is shaped by your 
proposal and culminates in a public exhibition and dissertation reflecting 
your knowledge and competence. Acquire the necessary qualification for a 
career in tertiary teaching, writing or critiquing, museum or gallery 
curatorship, or creative work in art studios.
*Flexible movement between these two options is possible.

Entry requirements
> You must hold a recognised bachelor’s degree in fine arts OR an 

equivalent four-year programme with at least a B grade average. Three 
year undergraduate degrees may be considered but you must have 
achieved an A pass average in your major subject. 

> If you do not hold the above qualifications, you must demonstrate 
appropriate ability through a current portfolio and a related project proposal 
which will be approved by the Master of Fine Arts Admissions Committee. 

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score 
less than 6.0).

Other requirements
> Annotated portfolio, CV, research proposal (including an annotated 

bibliography) and an interview.
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Design
Communication, Interiors, Fashion, 
Product and Creative Studies

Design pathways diagram
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To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/design  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

Level 7 degree

New Zealand’s future is being designed by people like you!

Designers work in a broad range of creative areas. Their ability to  
find innovative solutions to material problems and their skill in 
communicating new and exciting ideas to others are attributes highly 
sought after by a range of employers. 

Our boutique learning environment offers small classes run by 
award-winning teachers who will support you to truly develop your 
“design identity”. Our hands-on programme content is designed to 
reflect current industry practice so that you will graduate as a 
work-ready and highly capable individual. See page 24 for our range 
of study abroad and exchange opportunities.

Exhibitions and international competitions will allow you to showcase 
your talent, and Dunedin is a city that nurtures business start-ups so 
is the perfect place to explore your entrepreneurial flair. 

Career opportunities
Many of our graduates have gone on to work for internationally-
acclaimed designers or to create successful businesses of their own.  
In addition, our graduates enter a dynamic range of professions, 
including: > Fashion journalist or buyer > Film-maker > Stylist  
> Production manager > Designer: Product, lighting, furniture, 
fashion, knitwear, costume, interior, exhibition, stage, graphic,  
web/interactive, illustrator or animator.

ENTER: Entry straight into this programme may be dependent upon you meeting certain criteria. Successful completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee  
you entry to a higher level qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.

Graduate 
Diploma in 
Design 
(Specialty)

ENTER

Certificate in 
Fashion Studies 
(Level 4)

New Zealand 
Certificate in 
English Language 
(Level 4) page 11
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Certificate in Fashion Studies (Level 4)

Location Dunedin

Duration One semester full-time; one year part-time

Delivery On campus

Level 4

Credits 60

Start February and July, 2016

Fee (approx) $3,868

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 and 1 June, 2016

Develop the design and technical skills, knowledge and industry awareness 
necessary to study for the Bachelor of Design (Fashion) or to gain entry level 
employment in the fashion industry. 

Undertake an integrated fashion project and choose from a wide range of 
fashion-related areas such as web design, jewellery, fashion accessories, 
photography and textiles. 

Entry requirements

There are no academic entry requirements. However, we do prefer you 
have:
> NCEA Level 1 or equivalent. 
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no less than 6.0 

in writing and speaking; no less than 5.5 in reading and listening).

Other requirements
> Letter of introduction and motivation.
> Curriculum vitae.

Portfolios
Your portfolio should be a comprehensive review of your current 
design achievements and potential. We are looking for evidence 
that you can be original, versatile and enterprising, and that you  
are committed to study in your area. 

Your portfolio: 
> may include photographs, small original works, sketches and 
 whatever you feel is visually informative about you and your 
 abilities, and should include at least 10 A4 or A3 sheets
> must include two or three process works that demonstrate the 
 development of an idea (for secondary school students this can 
 be work completed over the last year or work that you are 
 developing for NCEA Level 3 portfolios)
> should include examples of class/group project work, as well as 
 self-initiated work which demonstrates interest in your chosen 
 field of study 
> should be sent to us in a format appropriate to the work you are 
 showing (i.e. digital or physical). 
Please note: There is a 15MB file size limit if you upload your 
portfolio online.
If you wish to include garments/samples, please consider providing photos instead 
as these are easier to store.

Your cover letter must:
> explain why you have chosen to apply for the programme
> communicate your interest in the discipline and discuss 
 what steps you have already taken to increase your chances of 
 being accepted 
> include your CV, career goals and any other relevant information. 

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/design  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply
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Bachelor of Design (Specialty)  
Communication; Fashion; Interiors; Product 

FOR ALL SPECIALTIES

Location Dunedin

Duration Three years full-time; six years part-time

Delivery On campus 

Credits 360

Level 7

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $7,080 (first year)

Apply  Preferred by 30 November, 2015 

Entry requirements 
> NCEA Level 3

 > Three subjects – at Level 3 or above, made up of: 
 > 14 credits each, in three approved subjects, and

 > Literacy – 10 credits at Level 2 or above, made up of: 
 > 5 credits in reading and 5 credits in writing, and 

 > Numeracy – 10 credits at Level 1 or above, made up of: 
 > specified achievement standards available through a range of 
  subjects OR 
 > package of three numeracy unit standards (26623, 26626, 26627 
  – all three required). 

> If you do not hold the above qualifications, you must demonstrate 
equivalent qualifications/experience. Mature applicants with work and life 
experience are encouraged to apply.

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no less than 6.0 
in writing and speaking; no less than 5.5 in reading and listening).

Other requirements 
> You must submit a portfolio and may have to undertake an interview. 

Communication 

Learn how to present ideas and stories creatively and effectively, a skill 
highly sought after by employers. Explore key areas of this field including 
storytelling, graphic design, photography, branding and advertising, moving 
image, illustration, web design, interactive media and interaction design. 
Valuable practical experience will be gained through over 100 weeks in a 
design studio environment.

Through drawing together a wide range of creative skills and applying them 
in community and industry projects, all of our graduates gain a clear 
personal direction and are prepared for a creative career. 

Fashion 

Develop your individual identity as a designer and become a skilled, 
industry-ready fashion professional with this internationally-recognised 
qualification. This leading fashion degree is known for its strong industry 
connections, international opportunities and experiences (see page 24)  
and access to support and business start-up advice. Programme content  
is designed to reflect current industry practice and extend your market 
knowledge, while also developing your advanced technical abilities.  
Client projects, industry placements and internships will enable you to  
gain hands-on experience and to graduate well prepared for the realities  
of the fashion world. 

Interiors

As the global population grows, so does the demand for innovative 
designers to create clever and sustainable spatial solutions. This highly-
respected degree offers a practical, real life approach to interior design and 
will prepare you for employment within the industry. As well as studying in 
our excellent workshop facilities, you will undertake a work placement in a 
professional practice and gain specialist skills in key aspects of this field. 
You will graduate as a solution-focused, highly capable individual who can 
play a significant role in the design of beautiful and practical spaces for 
future generations to live, work and relax among. 

Product

Want to play your part in designing our future? This progressive and 
innovative qualification prepares you for the realities of this exciting and 
diverse industry. You will gain the technical, practical and conceptual skills 
required to develop and prototype products that will enhance user 
experience and will make your product ideas come to life by exploring our 
human-centred and sustainable design processes. 

Hands-on experience will be gained through our industry partnership 
projects where you will design a wide range of products and services such 
as lighting, jewellery, sports gear and student housing services for real clients. 

Upon successful completion of your design degree, increase your skills with one of our graduate or postgraduate qualifications in Design or Art. 

Don’t have the portfolio or skills to  
enter this degree yet? 
Don’t worry, the Certificate in Creative Studies (page 25) 
provides a perfect pathway into this qualification and will allow 
you to develop a portfolio for your application. The Certificate  
in Fashion Studies (Level 4) (page 31) is the pathway into the 
Fashion specialty and will enable you to develop the knowledge 
and industry awareness necessary for degree study. 
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Postgraduate applications 
Please visit www.op.ac.nz/design to find more detailed information 
about what you must submit with your application.

To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

Graduate Diploma in Design (Specialty)

Location Dunedin

Duration One year full-time; up to two years part-time

Delivery On campus

Level 7

Credits 120 

Start February and July, 2016

Fee (approx) $7,080

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 and 30 June, 2016 
 Late applications will be considered if spaces available

Achieve an applied qualification to complement your degree in a specialist 
area of design. This programme is ideal if you are a professional designer  
or practitioner wishing to develop applied skills and studio project 
experience to build on your existing knowledge and practice. Our great 
range of postgraduate programmes in Design or Art then offer a chance  
for further study.

Entry requirements
> You must hold a recognised undergraduate degree in a design- or 

art-related field OR equivalent practical professional or scholarly experience.
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no band score 

less than 6.0).

Other requirements
> You must submit a portfolio and a letter explaining your interests and 

motivation.
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Master of Design Enterprise

Location Dunedin

Duration 18 months full-time

Delivery On campus; options for studying from a distance are 
 available by negotiation 

Level 9

Credits 180 

Start June, 2016

Fee (approx) $4,136 (first six months)

Apply Preferred by 30 April, 2016 
 Late applications will be considered if spaces available

The ground-breaking methodology of “design thinking” and user experience 
are at the heart of this unique, industry-leading programme of scholarship 
and applied research. Inspired by leading designers, thinkers and 
innovators, you will explore design, creativity and strategy, enterprise, 
business and marketing, and production, operations and manufacturing.

You will then undertake an industry placement, followed by a major  
research project tailored to suit your particular needs. Multidisciplinary 
design interaction, criticism and debate are promoted to enhance your 
creative abilities and perspectives. 

Entry requirements
> You must have a recognised bachelor’s degree in a design- or art-related 

field OR degree-equivalent practical, professional or scholarly experience.
> You must also have industry-related experience, working in business, 

production or design-related work.
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score 

less than 6.0).

Other requirements

Your must supply:

> a portfolio comprised of words and images that visually demonstrate your 
design ability and enterprise interest or aspirations

> a letter of introduction which outlines your project focus

> the name and contact details of two referees

> you may have to undertake an interview.

Project Mobilise – Peru
When design engineer Tristan Kennedy embarked on a 
collaborative project to improve mobility for impoverished 
Peruvian children with significant physical disabilities, it 
presented an ideal opportunity to undertake the Master of 
Design Enterprise. 

Tristan’s company CombineDesign and the charitable organisation 
Eleanore’s Project are creating a wheelchair to ensure the children’s 
carers are more able to transport their young charges around. 

“Getting these children from A to B is a massive challenge given 
Peru’s infrastructure, terrain, environment and economy,” he says. 

After spending three months in Peru, and with these complex 
factors in mind, Tristan has been developing and refining 
designs in consultation with his project partners. Soon, he’ll 
build a prototype of the chair for further evaluation and testing. 

Given the scope and scale of his task, Tristan’s pleased he  
has been able to spend so much time on crucial research and 
development. “Otago Polytechnic has been great – they’ve 
been really supportive about the lengthy timeframe that a 
complex project like this requires,” he affirms. 

Find out more at www.op.ac.nz/design
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Cookery
Culinary Arts
Food and  
Beverage Service
Hospitality Management
Hospitality is the largest industry  
in the world – a qualification in this 
area is your passport to live and 
work across New Zealand, or 
practically anywhere else on  
the globe. 

Hospitality careers
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Cookery &  
Culinary Arts
If you’re creative, love good food and enjoy working 
with people, then a career in hospitality might be the 
perfect fit for you! 

Cookery graduates are in demand around the world and opportunities 
exist in a huge variety of places. Our stimulating and hands-on 
programmes will enable you to gain the practical experience you need 
to confidently and competently enter employment in this industry. 

And with advanced study in the culinary arts field, you will be 
well-equipped to make your mark on this industry as an entrepreneur, 
artisan food producer, cutting-edge chef, food writer or promoter. 

Career opportunities
Chef in restaurants, bars and cafes > Catering companies > Vineyards 
> Boutique lodges > Hotel chains > Management (business, 
restaurant, venue) > Self-employment > Food media > Teaching. 

How much can I earn?
Head chefs earn an average of $53,000 per year, while the average 
income for a sous chef is $44,000. In top restaurants, great chefs  
can command high salaries.  

New Zealand Certificate in Cookery (Level 3)* 

Location Dunedin and Central 

Credits 60 

Gain the skills to become a competent junior chef in a professional kitchen 
with this hands-on programme. Learn the fundamental cookery techniques 
to prepare, cook and present a range of basic dishes using products 
commonly used in the industry. Health and safety, effective communication, 
professional customer service and standard commercial kitchen operating 
procedures are also covered. Grow in confidence as you gain valuable 
guidance from our highly-skilled teachers within our training kitchens. 

New Zealand Certificate in Cookery (Level 4)* 

Location Dunedin and Central 

Credits 120 

Expand your employment opportunities and gain the skills to become a 
capable intermediate chef in a professional kitchen. Learn how to apply 
cookery skills to prepare, cook and present a range of complex cold, hot 
and patisserie/dessert dishes. In addition, learn how to monitor and 
maintain health and safety, and interactions between colleagues, managers 
and customers. Gain first-hand experience in our training restaurant and 
undertake a valuable work placement with a local business. 

Important information
All New Zealand hospitality certificate and diploma programmes are 
currently undergoing mandatory reviews conducted by NZQA  
(New Zealand Qualifications Authority). This means that there are still 
programme details to be developed which at this stage cannot be 
included in the programme guide. For the most up-to-date information, 
please visit www.op.ac.nz/hospitality 

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/hospitality  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

*Subject to final NZQA approval

Hospitality pathways diagram
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New Zealand 
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(Level 4) page 11

ENTER: Entry straight into this programme may be dependent upon you meeting certain criteria. Successful completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee  
you entry to a higher level qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.
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New Zealand Diploma in Cookery (Advanced) 
(Level 5) with strands in Cookery and 
Patisserie*

Location Central

Credits 120 

Gain the knowledge and skills to become a senior chef in a professional 
kitchen and enhance your employment opportunities across the hospitality 
sector. You will have the option of specialising in advanced general cookery 
skills or patisserie. 

Cookery graduates will learn how to plan, produce and present a broad 
range of dishes using advanced techniques. In addition, you will plan, develop 
and design menus suitable for use in a commercial hospitality environment. 

Patisserie graduates will learn how to plan and produce a broad range of 
advanced patisserie and yeast goods, gateaux and torten, and advanced 
hot and cold desserts suitable for a commercial hospitality business. 

All graduates will also learn supervisory and kitchen management 
techniques, and administration processes. 

Bachelor of Culinary Arts 

Location Dunedin

Duration Three years full-time

Delivery On campus with practical sessions in our  
 training restaurant

Level 7

Credits 360

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $6,764 (first year)

Apply  Preferred by 31 October, 2015 

Embark on this world-leading qualification that takes New Zealand’s food 
culture to new heights – the only one of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere! 
This advanced, applied degree will provide you with the knowledge, tools 
and techniques that will increase your employment potential in the 
professional Culinary Arts. With an emphasis on creativity and problem-
solving, you can focus on one of five specialties: Restaurant/Hotel Chef, 
Artisan Producer, Management, Media and Technology, or Tertiary Teaching. 

Entry requirements 
> NCEA Level 3
 > 14 credits at Level 3 or above in three approved university 

 entrance subjects, and 

 > Literacy – 10 credits at Level 2 or above, made up of:  
 > 5 credits in reading and 5 credits in writing, and 

 > Numeracy – 10 credits at Level 1 or above, made up of: 
 > specified achievement standards available through a range of 
  subjects, OR  
 > package of three numeracy unit standards (26623, 26626, 
  26627 – all three required).

> If you do not hold the above qualifications, you must demonstrate 
equivalent qualifications/experience. Mature applicants with work and life 
experience are encouraged to apply. 

> A school leaver or adult applicant who does not meet all of the entry 
criteria may be given provisional entry to year one at the discretion of the 
Head of School. 

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no less than 6.0 
in writing and speaking; no less than 5.5 in reading and listening).

Other requirements
> You must submit a portfolio (please visit www.op.ac.nz/hospitality for 

more information).
> You may have to undertake an interview. 

Have you worked in the hospitality industry  
for at least ten years and want your skills 
formally recognised? 
We offer a one year, distance programme with workshops in 
Dunedin that is ideal for those with experience of the hospitality 
industry. Using our Assessment of Prior Learning process, we 
measure your existing knowledge against the Bachelor of Culinary 
Arts and give you academic credit towards this degree. This 
process is especially valuable for those who are already employed 
as you don’t have to leave your job to achieve the qualification.   

“This programme opened up a whole new 
world to me. I also met people who will be 
helpful for my career in the future.”

Emma Yang 
Certificate in Cookery (Level 3) and  
Bachelor of Culinary Arts

*Subject to final NZQA approval.
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New Zealand Certificate in Food and Beverage 
Service (Level 3) with potential strands in  
Café Services, Bar Services, Restaurant Services, 
Buffet Services, Functions Services, Barista, and  
Quick Service Restaurant Services* 

Location Dunedin 

Credits 40 

Become equipped with the skills to enter the food and beverage sector as 
service personnel in a range of hospitality establishments. You will specialise in 
a particular strand* and health and safety, food safety, effective communication, 
professional customer service and standard operating procedures will also 
be covered. Gain practical experience and confidence by working in our 
training restaurant under the supervision of highly-skilled teachers.  

*Please see www.op.ac.nz/hospitality for up-to-date information about which strand(s) will be 
offered. Subject to final NZQA approval.

Barista short courses
Our Central Campus offers short one day courses where you can 
learn the art of coffee-making or gain recognition for your existing 
barista skills. For more information, see central.op.ac.nz/cookery 

Food & 
Beverage 
Service
A friendly smile is a great starting point if you want 
to work in hospitality. 
If you enjoy working with others and are eager to please then this is 
definitely the career for you. The transferable skills you develop 
could see you employed in an exciting and diverse range of jobs, 
both here and overseas. 

Career opportunities
Restaurants and cafes > Clubs and bars > Hotel/motel industries  
> Catering companies > Cruise ships.

With motivation and a responsible attitude, you may even progress 
to supervisory or junior management positions. With further study, 
self-employment may also be possible. 

National Diploma in Hospitality Management 
(Level 5) 

Location Dunedin 

Duration Two years full-time

Delivery On campus with practical sessions in our training restaurant

Level 5

Credits 242 

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $7,131 (first year) 

Apply  Preferred by 31 October, 2015 

Learn how to perform core activities at an operational level and demonstrate 
competence in a range of hospitality management skills in food and 
beverage service, accommodation service and kitchen production. In 
addition, you will study a range of subjects including cookery, business 
communication and marketing principles. Credits from this qualification  
can be put towards the Bachelor of Applied Management (see page 44). 

Entry requirements 
> There are no academic entry requirements but we prefer that you have had 

four years of secondary school education OR successful completion of a 
Level 3 certificate. Mature students should have equivalent life 
experience. 

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no less than 6.0 
in writing and speaking; no less than 5.5 in reading and listening). 

Other requirements
> As part of the selection process you must submit a CV and letter of 

application (no more than 500 words) that explains why you have chosen 
to apply for this programme, your expectations of the programme, your 
career goals in the field of hospitality, and the steps you have already 
taken to progress your goals. 

> You may have to undertake an interview.

Hospitality 
Management
Hospitality is one of the world’s fastest paced  
industries and there is constant demand for skilled  
and qualified individuals who can manage services  
and people working in the field. 
Our hospitality management qualification is ideal if you are seeking 
first-time employment in the industry or have work experience and 
are looking for a relevant qualification. It will enable you to take on 
supervisory roles and play an important part in areas such as sales, 
marketing, accommodation management, housekeeping and food  
and beverage management. 

Career opportunities
Hotel and motel management > Restaurant and café management  
> Catering management > Self-employment. 

How much can I earn?
Salaries begin at approximately $40,000 per year and vary with 
experience, qualifications and location. 

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/hospitality  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply
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Cutting edge culinary arts and innovative design unite at the  
Food Design Institute; the first of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Embracing and exploring the concept of multisensory food design, our award-winning staff will teach  
you the fundamentals of food preparation interwoven with progressive design techniques. This will 
enable you to transform traditional dishes into modern culinary masterpieces and to create bespoke 
food experiences to inspire and delight. 

A world leader in food design education, the Institute produces graduates who are food savvy, 
ambitious and innovative. They are equipped with a skill set that allows them to think on their feet 
and to adjust to consumer-driven trends; vital in the rapidly evolving world of culinary design. 

A team of industry experts are also available to design and develop food business concepts, 
undertake research and development for new food products and help incubate innovative start-ups. 

For more information, email fooddesign@op.ac.nz 

FORAGING PROJECT

First year Culinary Arts students created  
a dish based on a foraging theme  
using locally-harvested products. 

OP EAT STREET

Students created a range of street food 
inspired creations at this public food 
fair along with a street food experience 
inspired by a Hidden Dunedin theme.

fEATure 2014

To showcase the skills they had gained, 
final year students hosted an innovative 
and memorable sensory food experience.
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Follow your passion for cookery and hospitality in 
New Zealand’s natural paradise. Learn to cook in 
time with the landscape and the seasons. 

Immerse yourself in our unique “paddock to plate” approach where  
we use local, seasonal and sustainable produce to build a connection 
between the source of our food and the dinner table. Enjoy access  
to regional ingredients such as saffron, olives and clams, as well as 
wild game such as rabbits and ducks, and relish the chance to  
source fresh ingredients straight from the campus nursery, modern 
glasshouses and our vineyard. There is even a wide range of 
opportunities for foraging in the local area. 

You’ll also gain valuable experience working and training under the 
guidance of industry professionals at our Molyneux Restaurant.  
This restaurant is located on campus and opens to the public for 
evening dining. Menus vary from week to week so you will have  
plenty of opportunity to use regional produce and to hone your skills. 

And the experience doesn’t end there. The Central Otago region  
offers a wealth of opportunities in the hospitality sector both during  
and after your studies. 

To learn more, go to www.central.op.ac.nz/cookery

Learn here,  
cook here –  
love it here! 
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Business 
Applied Management, Business 
Administration, Accounting, Marketing, 
Human Resource Management

Tourism
Information Technology
Every industry in the world needs smart,  
innovative people with top-notch skills  
in administration, project management, 
strategic planning and communication –  
and they need great systems to make it 
work. The world is your oyster.

Business, Tourism  
& IT careers
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Business
The fast-paced world of business is suited to people 
who can get out there and make things happen.

Opportunities for business graduates are extremely varied;  
business skills can be applied in any context in New Zealand, and 
are transferable around the world. You could work in a wide range  
of organisations, environments and industries and potentially  
provide specialist management and/or technical advice, expertise 
and support. 

Our business graduates are highly-capable, solution-focused and 
industry-ready. With programme content that is reflective of current 
industry practice and the chance to gain vital practical experience 
through project-based learning and internships, you will be more 
than ready to face the realities of the business world.

Career opportunities
Executive Officer > Team Leader/Supervisor/Manager >  
Marketing and Sales Representative > Accounting Technician >  
Business Analyst > Office Manager > Executive Assistant >  
Human Resources Management Advisor > Administrative Assistant > 
Self-employment.

Business skills can be applied in any context in New Zealand, and 
are transferable around the world. Graduates may eventually be 
promoted to senior management level or operate their own business.

Business pathways diagram

ENTER

ENTER

ENTER

Level 7 degree and  
graduate diploma

Level 3-4 certificates
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Applied  
Management

Work in a range 
of management 
roles

ENTER

Business

ENTER

New Zealand 
Certificate in  
Study and Career 
Preparation  
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(Level 4) page 11
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ENTER

Business 
Certificates

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/business  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

*Subject to final NZQA approval.
ENTER: Entry straight into this programme may be dependent upon you meeting certain criteria. Successful completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee  
you entry to a higher level qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.

Business 
Diplomas

Marketing

Human Resource 
Management
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Important information
All New Zealand business certificate and diploma programmes are 
currently undergoing mandatory reviews conducted by NZQA  
(New Zealand Qualifications Authority). This means that there are still 
programme details to be developed which at this stage cannot be 
included in the programme guide. For the most up-to-date 
information, please visit www.op.ac.nz/business

New Zealand Certificate in Study and Career 
Preparation (Level 4)* 

Location Dunedin

Successful completion of this programme will enable you to meet the  
entry criteria for our business diploma or degree qualifications. Through 
project-based learning, discover how to produce effective business 
documents and communication. Explore your personal learning style, 
develop your academic reading and writing ability and refine your time 
management skills.

National Certificate in Business Administration 
and Computing (Level 3) and/or National 
Certificate in Business Administration (Level 4)

Location Dunedin, Central or online
Duration One semester full-time (per level); part-time options 
Delivery Dunedin: On campus (both levels), online (Level 4 only)  
 Central: Both levels on campus and online
Level 3 and 4 
Credits 60 (per level)
Start February and July, 2016 
Fee (approx) Level 3: $3,700; Level 4: $3,783
Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 and 30 May, 2016 

These nationally-recognised qualifications will provide you with the 
necessary ability and confidence to provide proficient administrative  
support within a business context. At Level 3, you will cover various skills 
including communication, computing, office skills, financial skills and text/
word processing. During Level 4, you will focus on an area of business 
administration such as MYOB, advanced text processing, office 
management and payroll. 
Entry requirements
> Some computer knowledge would be an advantage. 
> To enter at Level 4, ideally we would expect you to have completed the 

Level 3 qualification OR to have relevant work experience. 
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 5.5 (no less than 6.0 

in writing; no less than 5.0 in all other bands). 

National Diploma in Business Administration 
(Level 5) 

Delivered through Capable see page 45 for details 

Location Throughout New Zealand

Duration Up to one year part time; designed to be studied  
 alongside your regular paid or voluntary administrative work

Delivery Learning is supported by a facilitator and follows your  
 work pattern

Level 5

Credits 120

Start Flexible

Fee (approx) Domestic: $4,500

Apply Anytime

Do you have significant responsibility for the smooth operation of administrative 
services and management support? Do you call on the wide-ranging 
knowledge you have of your working environment in order to manage projects, 
staffing, finances or relationships with relevant people, groups and organisations? 
With this innovative programme, you can gain a recognised qualification that 
reflects and formally acknowledges your expertise and experience. 

Entry requirements
> You must be someone who uses advanced level business administration 

skills and knowledge in a position with a senior level of responsibility.

For more information contact Capable.  
Call 03 477 3014 or email info@capablenz.co.nz 

*Subject to final NZQA approval

Explore more!
Travel, learn and experience a different culture with  
our fantastic study abroad and exchange opportunities.  
See page 4 for more information.



43   Otago Polytechnic Te Kura Matatini ki Otago

Entry requirements for our  
Applied Business Diploma 
programmes
The following entry requirements apply to our Diploma in  
Accounting (Level 5), Diploma in Business (Level 5), Diploma in 
Marketing (Level 5), Diploma in Human Resource Management  
(Level 6) and New Zealand Diploma in Business. If any of these 
programmes also have specific requirements, they will be listed  
within the individual programme entry. 

 > If you are under 20, you must have 
 > 50 NCEA credits at Level 2 or higher with at least 12 credits in  
  each of three subjects including a minimum of 8 literacy credits 
  at Level 2 or higher in English or te reo Māori; of which 4 credits 
  must be in reading and writing 
 > 14 NCEA credits at Level 1 or higher in mathematics/pāngarau 
 > 4 NCEA credits at Level 2 or higher in reading and 4 in writing  
  OR equivalent.

 > If you are over 20, you must have equivalent life/work experience  
 or New Zealand University Entrance.

 > If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no less than 
 6.0 in writing and speaking; no less than 5.5 in reading and listening).

Diploma in Accounting (Level 5)

Location Dunedin

Duration One year full-time; part-time options

Delivery On campus

Level 5

Credits 120

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $4,876

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015

People with accountancy skills and qualifications are in constant demand  
for their ability to plan and record the financial performance of every kind  
of commercial venture. Develop a sound knowledge of accounting theory 
and application and become able to undertake preliminary accounting  
roles and functions during this practical programme.

Diploma in Business (Level 5)

Location Dunedin

Duration One year full-time; part-time options

Delivery On campus

Level 5

Credits 120

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $6,602

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015

Focus on the operational skills you need to work effectively and successfully 
in business with this industry-relevant qualification, and acquire the abilities 
to make you a valued employee or prepare for higher levels of learning and 
development. Develop a sound knowledge of general business theory and 
its application through core subjects such as business communication, 
applied management and accounting principles. 

Diploma in Marketing (Level 5)

Location Dunedin
Duration One year full-time; part-time options
Delivery On campus
Level 5
Credits 120
Start February, 2016
Fee (approx) $4,875
Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015

Discover the fundamentals of effective marketing and play a role in ensuring 
the success and longevity of any business. Study core subjects such as 
organisation and management, and buyer behaviour, and choose from a 
range of elective papers including applied management and the economic 
environment. Become a valued employee for entry-level marketing  
positions or prepare for higher levels of learning.  

Diploma in Human Resource Management  
(Level 6)

Location Dunedin
Duration One year full-time; part-time options
Delivery On campus with workplace experience
Level 6
Credits 120
Start February, 2016
Fee (approx) $4,876
Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015

Ideal if you are looking to add a specialty to an existing qualification, or  
as effective professional development if you already have experience in  
the industry. Study organisations and management, human resource 
management, leadership, employment relations, applied management and 
organisational behaviour. Embrace the chance to test your abilities in a 
real-world business environment. 

Specific entry requirements
> You must have at least two years of full-time (or equivalent) work 

experience in any field.
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score 

less than 5.5).

Cross-crediting options: Credits gained in any of our business 
diplomas can be cross-credited to the New Zealand Diploma in 
Business or Bachelor of Applied Management. 

 New Zealand Diploma in Business

Location Dunedin

Duration Two years full-time; part-time options

Delivery On campus

Level 6

Credits 240

Start February and July, 2016

Fee (approx) $719 (per paper) 

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 and 30 June, 2016

Aspiring to an entry-level management role? Learn core business skills in 
accounting, business communication, business law, management, 
computing and marketing. You then have the option to tailor your 
management expertise to a career of interest.

Note: Achievement of specified papers can lead to qualifications endorsed by the CAANZ  
or the New Zealand Institute of Management. Credits gained in this qualification are generally 
able to be cross-credited to the Bachelor of Applied Management which offers a range of 
specialist majors.



44   Otago Polytechnic Te Kura Matatini ki Otago

P
ro

file

“I don’t know if I would have my job now  
if it wasn’t for Otago Polytechnic. We didn’t 
just sit in a room listening to someone tell 
us what the industry was like, we had 
hands-on classes.”
Gemma Ellis 
Bachelor of Applied Management (Hotel Management, 
and Food and Beverage Management)

Bachelor of Applied Management

Location Dunedin 

Duration Three years full-time; part-time options

Delivery On campus with an internship that can be completed in 
 New Zealand or anywhere in the world 

Level 7

Credits 360

Start February and July, 2016

Fee (approx) $5,304 (first year)

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 and 31 May, 2016

Gain a degree based in the real world of business! Develop the understanding, 
skills and capabilities to work in a range of management environments.  
This programme has industry experiences at its centre, incorporating case 
studies and workplace assignments. You will also complete a 400-hour 
internship, gaining hands-on experience and developing important industry 
and business connections. You may specialise in up to two majors from the 
second year or develop your own coherent path of study. 

Entry requirements 
> If you are under 20, you must have NCEA Level 3:  

> 14 credits at Level 3 or above in three NZQA approved university 
 entrance subjects, and  
> Literacy – 10 credits at Level 2 or above, made up of: 
 > 5 credits in reading and 5 credits in writing, and 
> Numeracy – 10 credits at Level 1 or above, made up of: 
 > specified achievement standards available through a range of 
  subjects OR 
 > package of three numeracy unit standards (26623, 26626, 
  26627- all three required).

> If you are over 20, you must supply evidence of industry experience  
and/or alternative qualifications such as the New Zealand Diploma in 
Business.

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no less than 6.0 
for writing).

Don’t meet the entry criteria for this degree?
Don’t worry, enrol into the New Zealand Certificate in Study and Career 
Preparation (Level 4)* (page 42) and gain the skills that you need.

Bachelor of Applied Management (Accounting)  
CA and ACA pathway

Location Dunedin

Duration Three years full-time; part-time options

Delivery On campus with a major industry project

Credits  360

Level 7

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $5,130 (first year)

Apply  Preferred by 30 November, 2015 

This internationally-recognised degree of excellence has Chartered 
Accountants Australia and New Zealand (Chartered Accountants ANZ) 
accreditation and is ideal if you are studying towards becoming a Chartered 
Accountant or Associate Chartered Accountant. 

Incorporating case studies, workplace-based/focused assignments and a 
major industry project, this hands-on qualification will enable you to gain the 
work-ready skills that employers are looking for. Once you have achieved 
the degree, you will be in the perfect position to then complete the final 
professional requirements needed to gain full CA or ACA membership with 
Chartered Accountants ANZ. 

Entry requirements 
> The same as for the Bachelor of Applied Management (see above). 

Graduate Diploma in Applied Management

Location Dunedin 

Duration One year full-time; part-time options

Delivery On campus with an internship

Level 7

Credits 120

Start February and July, 2016

Fee (approx) $5,388

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 and 30 June, 2016

Complete an intensive programme of generic business study or study in a 
specific area of business management. Graduates will have a sound 
understanding of the dynamic environment in which managers operate, 
enabling them to apply that knowledge at organisational and strategic levels 
in a range of industries and organisations. Undertake a significant 
industry-based research project, coupled with a 200-hour internship 
allowing you to gain valuable practical experience. 

Please note: If you start in February, you may specialise in a specific major or study the generic 
applied management pathway. If you start in July, you may only study the generic pathway. 

Entry requirements
> A bachelor’s degree in any discipline OR equivalent skills/experience.
> You may NOT enrol in an area of specialty that you studied at 

undergraduate level.
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no band score 

less than 6.0).

Applied Management majors
The following majors are available within the Bachelor of Applied 
Management and Graduate Diploma in Applied Management:

 > Accounting
> Business Transformation and Change
> Event Management
> Human Resource Management
> Sales and Marketing
> Sport Management
> Strategic Management
> Tourism Management. 

Note: Some of the listed majors may not be offered in 2016 and/or additional new 
majors may be on offer. Please contact us for a confirmed list. 

*Subject to final NZQA approval
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We value the prior learning of individuals who want 
to become qualified, and support the workplaces 
that employ them. We also offer employers 
assistance in developing and training their staff. 

Capable pathways 

Independent Learning Pathway (ILP) 
ILP is an assessment of your existing knowledge against  
a whole qualification using the academic benchmark of a 
Graduate Profile. Through critical reflection and self-
assessment, you will progress on a journey of learning 
and personal development. Depending on your level of 
skill, knowledge and learning, two pathways are possible: 
full or partial. 

Work-based Learning (WBL) 
For those who want to gain a qualification through, and 
with, the support of their workplace. 

Services for Business and Organisations 
We support organisations to meet their strategic goals, 
and “expand their bottom line”, through workforce training 
and development. 

Māori Facilitation Services 
Within Capable we provide a service specifically for those 
who live and practice tikaka Māori – and the Iwi and  
Māori organisations that support them. 

You can be assessed for almost all of Otago Polytechnic’s 
programmes through Capable, from certificates through to 
postgraduate qualifications. One of the most popular is the Bachelor 
of Applied Management (see previous page) and we also offer 
Professional Practice qualifications which are perfect for advancing 
your career, while also addressing a significant work challenge. 

Gain a nationally-recognised 
qualification without going  
back to the classroom. 
Capable recognises that many professionals have an 
immense amount of workplace knowledge and skills,  
but may not have the paper to match. 

“The process worked around what I was already 
doing and what was best for me, and that’s what 
I really enjoyed. It really opened my eyes and 
made me think more broadly. It’s not that I was 
doing anything wrong, it’s just the realisation that 
there’s so much more you can do!” 

Shea McAleese 
Vice-captain of the Black Sticks gained a Bachelor of Applied 
Management (Sports Management)

Graduate Diploma in Professional Practice and 
Master of Professional Practice 

Location Throughout New Zealand 

Duration Graduate Diploma: One year full-time;  
 Master: Two years full-time

Delivery These programmes are delivered by a facilitator and 
 academic mentor working with individuals/groups and 
 occur within the workplace. Learning is self-paced and  
 as communication can be face-to-face or via email,  
 phone or Skype, learners can access the programme  
 from anywhere within New Zealand

Level Graduate Diploma: 7; Master: 9

Credits Graduate Diploma: 120; Master:180  

Start Flexible

Fee (approx) Graduate Diploma: $5,423;  
 Master: $4,591 (first year); $7,295 (second year) 

Apply Anytime at www.capablenz.co.nz    

Are you an experienced, full-time professional who is facing complex 
challenges in your workplace? In a first of its kind in New Zealand, these 
programmes use those real-life challenges to form the basis of your 
learning, enabling you to achieve an academic qualification whilst advancing 
your professional knowledge and experience through work, and in work. 

You will undertake a substantial work-based project of value to your employer 
or wider community which will help you to make a positive change to your 
workplace, while becoming more reflective about your own practice.  
Both qualifications have a similar structure and learning outcomes with the 
significant difference being the size and complexity of the workplace project: 
six months for the Graduate Diploma and one year for the Master. 

Entry requirements

Graduate Diploma entry
> You must hold a bachelor’s degree OR degree equivalent AND relevant 

practical, professional or educational experience. 

Master entry
> You must hold an undergraduate degree in a relevant field of study, and/

or degree equivalent professional experience. 

If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score less 
than 6.0). 



46   Otago Polytechnic Te Kura Matatini ki Otago

Tourism
Tourism is one of this country’s leading industries  
and is vitally important to our economy. Nearly one  
in ten New Zealanders work either directly or indirectly 
in tourism – and you could join them! There are  
also many opportunities for skilled graduates  
around the world.

Our hands-on, practical programmes will provide you with a valuable 
insight into the industry so that you will graduate as a work-ready, 
highly capable individual.

Career opportunities
Information centre > Tour Guides > Travel agencies and wholesalers 
> Tourism operators and enterprises > Airports and customs  
> Hospitality and hotel industry > Event and conference management  
> Self-employment.

How much can I earn?
Salaries vary, but tourism graduates usually earn between $25,000 
and $50,000 per year. Many tourism professionals work on a base 
salary with commission bonuses for meeting sales targets. There are 
opportunities to rise quickly through the ranks for graduates who are 
prepared to work hard and go where the jobs are.

Tourism pathways diagram

ENTER

ENTER

Level 7 degreeLevel 3-4 certificates

Bachelor of Applied  
Management  
(majoring in Tourism 
Management; Sales  
and Marketing; Event 
Management; Human 
Resource Management)

Senior management 
roles at operational 
and strategic levels

ENTER

Level 5 diploma

ENTER

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/tourism  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

Important information
All New Zealand tourism certificate and diploma programmes are 
currently undergoing mandatory reviews conducted by NZQA (New 
Zealand Qualifications Authority). This means that there are still 
programme details to be developed which at this stage cannot be 
included in the programme guide. For the most up-to-date information, 
please visit www.op.ac.nz/tourism 

*Subject to final NZQA approval

New Zealand 
Certificate in 
Tourism (Level 4) 
(Conventions and 
Incentives)*

Senior roles  
including tourism 
operations advisors, 
business development 
coordinators

New Zealand 
Diploma in 
Tourism and 
Travel (Level 5)*

New Zealand 
Certificate in 
Tourism (Level 4) 
with Operations 
endorsement*

New Zealand 
Certificate in 
English Language 
(Level 4) page 11 OR
New Zealand  
Certificate in Study 
and Career Preparation 
(Level 4)* page 42

INTO 2ND 
YEAR
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Applied Travel and Tourism

New Zealand Certificate in Tourism (Level 4)  
with Operations endorsement* 

Location Dunedin

Duration One semester full-time

Start February, 2016

Undertake a series of four modules designed to guide you on a journey. 
These will enable you to build the relevant skills for a career in the tourism 
industry.

Benefit from the guidance and support of industry-trained and qualified 
staff, and embrace the opportunity to study in a vibrant and dynamic 
campus environment.

Entry requirements

> NCEA Level 2 or relevant work experience.

Tourism – Conference, Events and Incentives

New Zealand Certificate in Tourism (Level 4) 
(Conventions and Incentives)*

Location Dunedin

Duration One semester full-time

Start July, 2016

Gain the skills to work in a variety of roles in this sector and discover how to 
deliver quality customer experiences and assist with overall business 
effectiveness. Learn how to professionally contribute towards the planning, 
management and delivery of functions/events, and the delivery of incentive 
event products. 

There will be a strong focus around sustainability and, in particular, 
environmental best practice. Benefit from the added advantage of access to 
our campus training restaurant and the opportunity to use a computerised 
events management system. 

Entry requirements

> NCEA Level 2 or relevant work experience.

Tourism Industry and Enterprise Management

New Zealand Diploma in Tourism and Travel 
(Level 5)* 

Location Dunedin

Duration One year full-time

Start February, 2016

If you’re keen to hold senior positions in the tourism and travel industry  
then this is the qualification for you. You will learn how to effectively 
implement processes that actively support and enhance the visitor 
experience and will evaluate local, national and international tourism 
operating environments.

Study is centred on broad management skills delivered with a sustainability 
focus, and will include tourism-related, Māori values such as manaakitanga 
and whanaungatanga. A fieldtrip to a tourist region, guest speakers and 
local tourism enterprise visits will help to build knowledge and connect 
theory and practice. 

Entry requirements

> NCEA Level 3, related Level 4 study or relevant work experience.

P
ro

file

“I wanted a fun job after I graduated –  
as a jet boat driver – so tourism was  
the obvious choice!”

Niam Chronican 
Bachelor of Applied Management 
(Tourism, and Innovation and Entrepreneurship)

Explore more!
Travel, learn and experience a different culture with  
our fantastic study abroad and exchange opportunities.  
See page 4 for more information.
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Information 
Technology
The information technology industry may be 
changing all the time, but one thing is certain – it is 
definitely here to stay.

The industry includes those who work for companies that produce 
and service IT products and others who work in IT-related occupations 
within various different industries. Roles may include assembling, 
installing and testing computer software, networks and equipment; 
updating or repairing existing equipment, and planning and writing 
programs. There are currently far more IT jobs than there are graduates. 
Employers are desperate for staff with a good understanding of the 
IT industry and a willingness to continue developing new skills.

Career opportunities
Computer Systems Technician > Computing Services Manager > 
Database Administrator > Programmer > Software Developer > 
Systems Administrator > Business Analyst.

How much can I earn?
Salaries vary, but graduates usually earn between $35,000 and 
$75,000 per year, depending on their experience and specialist area. 
The industry median salary is $85,000 per year.

Information Technology pathways diagram

ENTER

ENTER

ENTER

Level 7 degree and  
graduate qualifications

Level 3-6 certificates

Graduate  
Certificate/ 
Diploma in  
Information  
Technology

Higher level  
employment  
options

ENTER

ENTER

Want to upskill but don’t have time  
for traditional study?
Delivered through Wikieducator, the National Certificate in Computing 
(Level 2) is a self-paced, fully online programme which is ideal if you 
have no previous qualifications or wish to gain recognition of, and build 
on, your current skills. Focus on areas such as personal computer 
basics, word processing or researching and presenting data, and 
undertake the whole programme or select individual courses. 

This programme is completely free to access but Otago Polytechnic 
facilitators are available to offer learning assistance/assessment for a fee. 

Visit wikieducator.org/NCC to get started or email oponlineenquiries@
op.ac.nz with any questions!

In addition, we also offer a variety of computing short courses at Mosgiel 
Library in Dunedin. These courses are flexible, allowing you to study in a 
positive and supportive learning environment at a pace that suits you. 

Phone 03 484 7540 or visit www.op.ac.nz/community-learning 

Enter careers such  
as systems  
administrator, 
programmer or 
business analyst 

Bachelor of 
Information 
Technology

ENTER

Computer 
technician, web 
development, 
networking –  
entry level

Information 
Technology 
Certificates*

Certificate in 
Foundation Studies 
(Level 3) page 9

IT Service and  
Support

Network 
Administration

New Zealand 
Certificate in 
English Language 
(Level 4) page 11

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/it  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

*Subject to final NZQA approval

New Zealand 
Certificate in  
Study and Career 
Preparation (Level 4)* 
OR Certificate in 
Foundation Studies 
(Level 4) - Engineering 
bridging

ENTER: Entry straight into this programme may be dependent upon you meeting certain criteria. Successful completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee  
you entry to a higher level qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.
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Certificate in IT Service and Support

Location Dunedin
Duration One year full-time
Delivery On campus
Level 4
Credits 120
Start February, 2016
Fee (approx)  $6,699
Apply Preferred by 14 December, 2015

Prepare for employment as a computer technician. Learn about PC 
hardware, configuring and troubleshooting Microsoft Windows and Apple 
workstations, networks and server administration. Explore Cisco CCNA, 
Linux and Security, and prepare for a number of external qualifications 
including CompTIA A+ and Microsoft Certified Technical Specialist (MCTS).  
Graduates can receive credits towards the Bachelor of Information Technology. 

Entry requirements
> There are no academic entry requirements. However, to ensure your 

ability to succeed at Level 4, selection will be based on your academic 
and/or work experience.

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 5.5 (no less than 6.0 in 
writing, and no less than 5.0 in all other bands). 

Certificate in Network Administration (Level 6) 

Location Dunedin with compulsory workshops 

Duration One year part-time 

Delivery On campus: One evening session per week  
 Online: Live weekly lectures and introductory workshop 

Level 6 

Credits 60 

Start February, 2016 

Fee (approx)  $3,748 

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 

Be introduced to the field of networking, from applications through to the 
physical media. Following the network fundamentals introductory module, 
learn about routing, switching and WAN protocols and services. The 
programme includes coursework that has been specifically designed by 
Cisco so that you can obtain the skills equivalent to the CCNA qualification. 
Graduates can receive credits towards the Bachelor of Information Technology.

Please note: This programme will only run if there are sufficient numbers. 

Entry requirements
> There are no academic entry requirements. However, a background in 

Information Technology is highly recommended. 
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no band score 

less than 6.0).

Bachelor of Information Technology

Location Dunedin 
Duration Three years full-time; part-time options
Delivery On campus with a major industry-based project for an 
 external client
Level 7
Credits 360
Start February and July, 2016
Fee (approx)  $6,733 (first year)
Apply Preferred by 14 December, 2015 and 30 May, 2016

Discover the power of computing technology and how it can help you develop 
real-world solutions and innovations. This hands-on degree allows you to 
develop high-level technical abilities and a solid theoretical understanding of 
IT concepts while exercising your problem-solving skills and creativity. 

Entry requirements
> NCEA Level 3  

> 14 credits at Level 3 or above in each of three NZQA approved 
 university entrance subjects*, and  
> Literacy - 10 credits at Level 2 or above), made up of: 
 > 5 credits in reading and 5 credits in writing, and 
> Numeracy - 10 credits at Level 1 or above, made up of: 
 > specified achievement standards available through a range of 
  subjects OR 
 > package of three numeracy unit standards (26623, 26626, 
  26627- all three required).

> If you do not hold the above qualifications, you must demonstrate 
equivalent work/life experience.

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no band score 
less than 6.0).

Other requirements
> You must submit an essay outlining your interest and involvement in 

information technology.

*Preferred subjects include Digital Technologies, Maths, Physics, Geography, Science and Calculus.

Graduate Certificate in Information  
Technology (Level 7) and Graduate Diploma  
in Information Technology

Location Dunedin
Duration Graduate Certificate: One semester full-time;  
 two/three semesters part-time, Graduate Diploma:  
 One year full-time; two/three years part-time
Delivery On campus
Level 7
Credits Graduate Certificate: 60; Graduate Diploma: 120 
Start   February and July, 2016
Fee (approx) Graduate Certificate: $3,868 
 Graduate Diploma: $6,917
Apply Preferred by 14 December, 2015 and 30 May, 2016

Ideal if you are a degree-level graduate in another discipline looking to develop 
your computer skills. These programmes will also suit IT graduates who want 
to increase their knowledge in a specialist area such as interactive media, 
hardware, programming, databases, communications, business or networks/
operating systems. 
Note: Successful completion of the Graduate Certificate will enable you to enter the second 
semester of the Graduate Diploma. 

Entry requirements
> An undergraduate qualification in computing or a related discipline OR a 

degree-equivalent qualification supported by practical, professional or 
scholarly experience.

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no band score 
less than 6.0).

Important information
All New Zealand information technology certificate and diploma 
programmes are currently undergoing mandatory reviews conducted 
by NZQA (New Zealand Qualifications Authority). This means that there 
are still programme details to be developed which at this stage cannot 
be included in the programme guide. For the most up-to-date 
information, please visit www.op.ac.nz/it

New Zealand Certificate in Computing 
(Intermediate User) (Level 3) and New Zealand 
Certificate in Information Technology Essentials 
(Level 4)* 

Our certificates will enable you to learn about a variety of topics within the 
computer field, develop your IT skills and to gain knowledge of the industry. 
You will acquire essential skills towards becoming an IT professional and 
have the chance to practise what you have learnt with a range of excellent 
equipment and software applications. 
*Qualification approved titles and programme content still pending.  
 Subject to final NZQA approval. 

Explore more!
Travel, learn and experience a different culture with  
our fantastic study abroad and exchange opportunities.  
See page 4 for more information.
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Interested in a career in trades or technology? 

Combine hands-on learning at our Central Lakes or Dunedin 
Trades Academy with study towards your NCEA and gain a 
tertiary qualification at Level 1, 2 or 3. 

You must be a Year 11 to 13 secondary school student in the 
Queenstown Lakes, Central Otago, Dunedin or South Otago 
region. Please talk to your school careers advisor for more 
information. 

Trades Academy

Trades & Technical 
careers
Construction 
Carpentry, Construction Management, 
Architectural Draughting, Quantity 
Surveying and Stonemasonry

Engineering
Automotive, Mechanical, Civil and Electrical

If you’re a hands-on kind of person who 
really likes to make things tick, then you’ll 
find the career to suit you in the trades and 
technical fields. Help shape the world!
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Prepare for further learning

Certificate in Foundation Studies (Level 3) 
Akoraka Mahi Tini

Location Dunedin

Duration 17 weeks full-time

Delivery On campus with industry placements 

Level 3

Credits 60

Start February and July, 2016

Fee (approx) $2,338

Apply Until the start date

Prepare for studies in the trades and technical fields with this kaupapa 
Māori programme. Gain real world experience by undertaking trades-based 
projects and industry placements, and learn tikaka and te reo as they apply 
to trades. Develop your literacy and numeracy skills and enhance your 
understanding of the key principles of a Māori worldview. 

This programme provides a great pathway into further learning. You will 
undertake blocks of study in Engineering, Carpentry, Electrical and 
Horticulture during the programme, and can then enter most Level 4 
certificates upon successful completion. 

Entry requirements
> You must attend an interview
> Not available to international students. 

Prepare for trainee positions/apprenticeships

Certificate in Foundation Studies (Level 3) 
Painting and Decorating;  
Plasterboard Fixing and Stopping 

Location Dunedin

Duration 12 weeks full-time

Delivery On campus

Level  3

Credits 60

Start To be confirmed

Fee (approx)  $2,338 

Apply Until the start date   

There is always demand for qualified tradespeople and these pre-trade 
programmes give you the fundamental skills you need to gain entry-level 
employment in the construction industry. Graduates will be in the perfect 
position to apply for trainee positions or move into an apprenticeship. 

If you choose the apprenticeship pathway, you will receive on-the-job 
training and will complete theory and practical units that will often lead to 
further qualifications and more senior positions in the industry. 

Entry requirements
> Open entry
> Not available to international students. 

Trades & Technical pathways diagram

ENTER

ENTER

ENTER

Level 7 degreeLevel 3-4 certificates

Diplomas

ENTER

Construction 
Management

ENTER

Level 6 diplomas

Quantity Surveying

Bachelor of 
Engineering 
Technology 
(Civil; Mechanical; 
Electrical)

Employment

ENTER

Pre-engineering 
study

New Zealand 
Diploma in 
Engineering
(Civil; Mechanical; 
Electrical)

Employment

Certificates*

Carpentry

Stonemasonry

Automotive

Electrical

Level 3

New Zealand 
Certificate in 
English Language 
(Level 4) page 11

Mechanical Employment

Architectural 
Technology 

+

Employment or 
apprenticeships

Engineering

Level 4

Apprenticeship

Certificate in 
Foundation Studies 
(Level 3) options in 
Akoraka Mahi Tini, 
Plasterboard Fixing  
and Stopping, and 
Painting and Decorating

After apprenticeships

*Subject to final NZQA approval
ENTER: Entry straight into this programme may be dependent upon you meeting certain criteria. Successful completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee  
you entry to a higher level qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.
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Carpentry*

Location Dunedin 

Carpentry involves the construction and maintenance of buildings and as 
the population grows, so does the demand for qualified tradespeople.  
With a mix of practical and theoretical learning, you will gain the knowledge 
and skills required to pursue a career in this field. Enjoy the hands-on 
training in our workshops and the opportunity to be involved in real world, 
community-based building projects. 
For up-to-date information about the programme details, please visit:  
www.op.ac.nz/construction 

Stonemasonry* 

Location Central 

Take inspiration from Central Otago’s rugged mountains and pristine natural 
surroundings and let the landscape be your classroom! Our Central campus 
is the perfect place for those serious about a career in stonemasonry.  
There is a strong demand nationally, and internationally, for people who can 
veneer houses in stone and build stone features, and we can help you 
become a specialist in this field. 
Extensive practical training and work experience will enable you to gain a 
high level of competency and the ability to work independently. 
For up-to-date information about the programme details, please visit  
www.central.op.ac.nz/stonemasonry

Construction
This field is extremely diverse and you may 
specialise in a number of areas, such as: 

Construction
> Carpentry – constructing and maintaining buildings
> Stonemasonry – turning rough stone blocks into structures 
 such as buildings and fences.

Architecture & Building
> Architectural draughting – producing drawings that are used 
 on-site by building contractors
> Construction management – ensuring buildings are 
 constructed according to the contract documents, up to the 
 necessary standard, on time and within budget
> Quantity surveying – ensuring buildings are designed and 
 completed within budget.

Career opportunities
Construction firms > Architectural firms > Building contractors 
and suppliers > Quantity surveying practices > Local authority 
and government agencies > Property development and 
management companies.

Important information
All New Zealand construction certificate and diploma programmes  
are currently undergoing mandatory reviews conducted by NZQA 
(New Zealand Qualifications Authority). This means that there are still 
programme details to be developed which at this stage cannot be 
included in the programme guide. For the most up-to-date 
information, please visit www.op.ac.nz/construction

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/construction  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

*Subject to final NZQA approval

Diploma entry requirements
> You must have four years of secondary school education OR equivalent.
> We also recommend: 

> you have 35 NCEA credits at Level 2 or higher in maths, english  
 and a science-related subject OR a New Zealand Trade  
 Certificate in Carpentry OR a National Certificate in Carpentry 
 OR equivalent qualifications/experience 
> that you have an understanding of the building industry; it is 
 recommended that you visit an architectural draughting or quantity 
 surveying practice, or construction company

 > that you have some computing experience.
> As part of our selection procedure you will have an interview.
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no less than 

6.0 in writing and speaking; no less than 5.5 in reading and listening).

These diplomas can reduce the length of time taken to achieve a 
construction management/architectural degree. 

National Diploma in Construction  
Management (Level 6)

Location Dunedin
Duration Two years full-time; part-time options1

Delivery On campus 
Credits 245 
Start February, 2016
Fee (approx) $6,906 (first year)
Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015

Ideal if you are already in the industry and keen to move into a management 
or supervisory role, this programme also suits those without construction 
experience. Develop a solid technical knowledge of construction, site 
management, measuring, estimation and communication skills, by working 
through problems taken from real-world scenarios. 

Diploma in Architectural Draughting (Level 6)

Location Dunedin
Duration Three years full-time; part-time options1

Delivery On campus 
Credits 378
Start February, 2016
Fee (approx) $7,080 (first year)
Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015

Focus on the skills required of an architectural technician during this 
programme: providing assistance in the process of producing design, 
presentation and contract drawings, seeking client approval, obtaining 
building consents and enabling the construction process to progress with 
ease. You will complete the National Diploma in Architectural Technology 
(Level 6) as part of this programme. 

National Diploma in Quantity Surveying (Level 6)

Location Dunedin
Duration Two years full-time; part-time options1

Delivery On campus 
Credits 235
Start February, 2016
Fee (approx) $7,249 (first year)
Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015

Become equipped with the knowledge required for a technician quantity 
surveyor in professional consultancies and construction companies through 
this national qualification. Upon graduating, you will be able to quantify, 
research, price and administer construction work and assist with preliminary 
cost planning and feasibility studies. 
1Part-time study options must be approved by the Programme Leader and participation in 
 some papers for these diplomas may be restricted due to the number of full-time  
 students enrolled.
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Automotive 
Trades

People employed in the automotive industry 
repair, maintain, modify and sell vehicles and 
vehicle parts.

Some professionals within this industry specialise in working  
with one type of vehicle, product or service.

Career opportunities
Automotive Engineer/Technician, light equipment, heavy 
equipment or electrical > Motorcycle Technician > Small 
Engine Mechanic.

Employment opportunities in the automotive industry are  
very good as the number of vehicles on the road continues  
to increase. This creates a steady demand for automotive 
products and services.

Certificate in Automotive and Mechanical 
Engineering (Level 2)

Location Dunedin 
Start February, 2016 
Fee (approx) Free for 16-19 year olds (conditions apply)* 
Apply  Until the start date

This one year, full-time programme is taught on campus and includes 115 
hours of work experience. Learn how to carry out servicing on engines, brakes 
or fuel and electric control systems, install automotive accessories and carry 
out general engineering tasks in welding, fabricating and machining. 

Next step? 
Enter pre-trade Automotive or Engineering programmes or go directly into 
an apprenticeship training programme. 

National Certificate in Motor Industry  
(Entry Skills) (Level 2) 

Location Central
Start April, 2016
Fee (approx) Free for 16-19 year olds (conditions apply)* 
Apply  By 31 March, 2016 

During this one year, full-time programme, you will train in our workshop for 
two days per week and be placed in a local garage for another two days 
per week. This means that you will gain the skills and experience required 
by the industry who are supporting this programme. Courses include engine 
servicing, workshop engineering and vehicle electrics. 

Next step?
Enter Level 3 and 4 apprenticeship-based qualifications. 

For Youth Guarantee details and conditions, visit www.op.ac.nz/study 
or phone 0800 762 786. 

Important information
All New Zealand automotive certificates are currently undergoing 
mandatory reviews conducted by NZQA (New Zealand Qualifications 
Authority). Qualification titles and content may be altered as a result of 
the review but any changes will be introduced and communicated over 
a transitional period. For the most up-to-date programme information, 
please visit www.op.ac.nz/engineering 

Certificate in Automotive Engineering (Level 3)

Location Dunedin

Duration One year full-time

Delivery  On campus with practical training and 100 hours of  
 work experience      

Level 3

Credits 120

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $7,654

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 
 Late applications may be considered

Designed to provide a good range of practical knowledge, this programme will 
provide you with the fundamental servicing, electrical, engineering and welding 
skills required for working in an automotive workplace. You will have ample 
opportunity for hands-on learning within our workshop and will also undertake 
off-site work experience to obtain a better understanding of the industry. Upon 
graduation, complete an apprenticeship through the MITO Training programme. 

Entry requirements
> There are no academic entry requirements, but it is an advantage to  

hold the Level 1 National Certificate in Automotive Engineering 
(Foundation Skills).

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 5.5 (no band score 
less than 5.0).

Other requirements

> You will need to attend an information seminar with practical exercises 
and complete a one-day work experience trial with an MTA garage.

Certificate in Bicycle Mechanics (Level 3) and 
(Level 4) 

Location Central

Duration One semester per level

Delivery On campus with work experience; delivery is flexible so  
 you can study while working

Credits Level 3 – 66; Level 4 – 55

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) Level 3 - $3,660; Level 4 - $2,485

Apply  Anytime 

Cycle tourism and cycling are becoming increasingly popular in  
New Zealand and the demand for skills in cycle mechanics is growing.  
A qualification in this area could provide a range of employment opportunities, 
both here and overseas. Specifically designed by Cornerstone Education 
Limited and the Bicycle Industry Association of New Zealand, these unique 
certificates provide industry-relevant, up-to-date practical and theoretical 
training and our workshop facilities will provide you with the perfect 
environment to practise your skills. Completion of the Level 4 programme 
will allow you to undertake leading hand and/or training roles in the industry. 

Please visit www.central.op.ac.nz/study/mechanics for up-to-date  
entry requirements. 

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/automotive  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

*Not available to international students.
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Certificate in Electrical Technology (Level 4)

Location Dunedin

Duration One semester full-time

Delivery On campus

Level 4

Credits 120 

Start February and July, 2016

Fee (approx) $7,821

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 and 31 May, 2016 
 Late applications may be considered

Prepare to be a trainee electrician with this pre-trade programme, supported 
by the Engineering Industry Training Organisations. While you will still need 
to complete a recognised apprenticeship before applying for registration, 
the advanced knowledge and practical training you gain will greatly enhance 
your employment prospects. This Certificate is also a stepping stone to 
diploma-level study in electrical engineering. 

Entry requirements
> There are no academic entry requirements but we prefer that you have 

completed three years of secondary school education with good results 
in mathematics and science.

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 5.5 (no less than 6.0 
in writing; no less than 5.5 in all other bands).

Other requirements
> You will be required to undertake an interview.

Mechanical 
Trades 
Engineers maintain and develop plant and 
machinery in key industries like mining, dairy  
and lots of different manufacturing sectors. 

You will be required to weld, fabricate, machine and build small  
and big projects. The industry has experienced significant growth 
over recent years due to development in engineering processes.

Career opportunities 
Manufacturing > Mining > Building installation. 

There is always demand for skilled men and women in this 
industry and with a responsible attitude you may even step  
into project management.

How much can I earn? 
Mechanical engineers usually earn between $35,000  
and $55,000 per year.

Certificate in Engineering (Level 3)

Location Dunedin

Duration One year, full-time

Delivery On campus with three weeks of work experience and 
 practical workshop training

Level 3

Credits 120

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx)  $7,886

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 
 Late applications may be considered 

During this hands-on, pre-apprenticeship programme you will make raw 
materials into mechanical components, finished machines and structures. 
Completion of this Certificate will reduce the amount of off-job training 
required in the following engineering apprenticeships: fitting and machining, 
tool making, general engineering, engineering maintenance, heavy fabrication, 
light fabrication and welding fabrication. After completing your apprenticeship, 
advance your skills with our New Zealand Diploma in Engineering. 

Entry requirements
> There are no academic requirements, but we prefer that you have 10 

NCEA credits at Level 1 in each of literacy, numeracy, graphics and 
design technology OR equivalent.

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 5.5 (no band score 
less than 5.0).

Electrical  
Trades
Electricians install, maintain and repair electrical 
wiring and electrical or electronic equipment.

You may be required to study and interpret wiring diagrams, 
install and maintain electrical wiring and equipment, repair street 
lighting and power cables, service electrical machines and test 
electrical work for safety.

Career opportunities
Electrical and engineering firms > Building construction 
companies > Telecommunications > Self-employment.

There is high demand for qualified electricians and  
New Zealand–trained electricians are held in high regard 
internationally.

How much can I earn?
Electricians and electrical engineers usually earn between 
$25,000 and $50,000 per year. Many electricians are  
self-employed and their income levels can be much higher.

Important information
All New Zealand electrical and mechanical certificates are currently 
undergoing mandatory reviews conducted by NZQA (New Zealand 
Qualifications Authority). The qualification title and content of this 
programme may be altered due to this but any changes will be 
introduced over a transitional period. For the most up-to-date 
information, please visit www.op.ac.nz/engineering 

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/engineering  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply
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Engineering
Civil, Mechanical  
and Electrical

Civil engineering graduates are important 
participants in the design, construction and  
project management of civil works such as  
roads, dams, earthquake engineering and  
mining operations. 
They can work internationally, and New Zealand-trained 
engineering graduates have a good reputation worldwide. 
There is a shortage of trained civil engineers, particularly in 
roading, which is expected to become more acute in the 
short-term.

How much can I earn?
Salaries vary, but graduates usually earn between $45,000  
and $100,000 per year, depending on experience/qualifications.

Mechanical engineering involves the design, 
manufacture and management of engineering 
projects and equipment maintenance.
This industry has experienced substantial growth and many of 
our graduates secure employment before they even finish their 
qualifications!

How much can I earn?
Salaries vary according to experience, but graduates usually  
earn between $35,000 and $80,000 per year.

Electrical engineering deals with the practical use  
of electricity in all its forms, especially the design  
and application of circuitry and equipment for power 
generation and distribution, building services, 
machine control and robotics.
Qualified technicians are in high demand and New Zealand-
trained engineering graduates have a good reputation worldwide 
for their work-readiness and high calibre.

How much can I earn?
Salaries vary according to experience, but graduates usually  
earn between $35,000 and $90,000 per year.

Career opportunities
All: Design Consultant or Engineer > Commissioning Engineer >  
Contract and Project Management Roles > Maintenance  
Management > Specialist Engineering Technician. 

Civil Engineering: Structures Designer > Local authorities >  
Mining companies > Construction companies. 

Mechanical Engineering: Mechanical Designer >  
Manufacturing Manager > Facilities Management. 

Electrical Engineering: Electrical design, PLC programming  
and fault finding > Energy auditing and energy conservation > 
Project management.

“For me, when I started studying it was just 
one of those things – like a switch was 
flicked. We all have opportunities here.”

Rowan Tumai, Waikato-Tainui 
New Zealand Diploma in Engineering –  
Civil Engineering

P
ro

file

Pathway to Engineering diploma and degree  
Certificate in Foundation Studies (Level 3) and (Level 4) 

Location Level 3: Dunedin; Level 4: Online with a block course 

Duration One semester full-time (per level) 

Delivery Level 3: On campus with face-to-face teaching  
 Level 4: Online with a one week block course which will 
 take place in the location where the majority of students  
 are based

Level 3 and 4

Credits 60 (per level)

Start February and July, 2016

Fee (approx) Level 3: $2,338; Level 4: $2,339 

Apply Preferred by 31 January, 2016 and 30 June, 2016 
 Late applications may be considered

Now you can become an engineer no matter what your academic 
background. These programmes have been specially developed to  
prepare you to enter our higher level engineering qualifications.  
Gain industry-relevant, hands-on skills and benefit from the up-to-date 
expertise and knowledge of our staff, many of whom are experienced 
industry practitioners. 

Graduates of Level 3 will meet the entry criteria for our New Zealand 
Diploma in Engineering. 

Graduates of Level 4 will be able to enter our internationally-recognised 
Bachelor of Engineering Technology. 

Both of these advanced qualifications allow you to specialise in Civil, 
Mechanical or Electrical Engineering.

Please note: This programme will only run if there are sufficient numbers. 

Entry requirements
> Level 3: Open entry.
> Level 4: NCEA Level 2 mathematics. 
> For both levels: If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 5.5.

Other requirements 
> You will be interviewed so that we can place you at the correct level. 

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/engineering  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply
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New Zealand Diploma in Engineering 
Mechanical Engineering; Civil Engineering; 
Electrical Engineering

Location Dunedin

Duration Two years full-time; part-time options

Delivery On campus; this programme is very practical and  
 you will learn using real-life scenarios

Level 6

Credits 240

Start February and July, 2016

Fee (approx) $7,816 (first year)

Apply* Preferred by 31 October, 2015 and 31 May, 2016 
 Late applications may be considered

Want to become a skilled and competent engineering technician in the  
civil, mechanical or electrical profession? Develop a sound knowledge and 
understanding of civil, mechanical and electrical engineering processes and 
theory, and an ability to apply your learning in a practical and innovative way. 
This programme has accreditation towards the Dublin Accord which means 
it is an internationally-recognised qualification. 

Successful completion of this qualification provides an ideal pathway into 
our Bachelor of Engineering Technology and can reduce the length of time 
taken to complete the degree by 18 months (or possibly two years with 
appropriate experience).

Entry requirements
> 48 NCEA credits at Level 2 in four subjects including 12 credits in 

mathematics OR equivalent qualifications/skills/experience.
> 8 NCEA literacy credits at Level 1 or higher, including 4 credits in 

reading and 4 in writing.
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no band score 

less than 5.5).

*Places are limited across all disciplines so early application is advisable.

Don’t meet the entry criteria for our  
diploma or degree?
Don’t worry, our great Level 3 and Level 4 pathway to engineering 
programmes will help you to develop the skills you need to enter  
these qualifications. See page 55.

Bachelor of Engineering Technology 
Mechanical Engineering; Civil Engineering;  
Electrical Engineering

Location Dunedin

Duration Three years full-time; part-time options

Delivery On campus with a significant industry-based project 

Level 7

Credits 360 

Start February and July, 2016

Fee (approx) $7,816 (first year)

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 and 30 June, 2016 
 Late applications may be considered

Answer the global demand for engineers with this internationally-recognised 
qualification. Combine engineering theory with the practical components 
required in a wide range of industries and gain vital experience within the 
workplace during a significant industry-based project. Learn skills in 
management, economics, communications, problem-solving and critical 
thinking while developing a deep understanding of the principles and 
practical application of modern technology in your area of specialisation. 

This programme is a collaboration by New Zealand Metro Polytechnics  
and has accreditation towards the Sydney Accord of the International 
Engineering Alliance from the Institution of Professional Engineers.  
This ensures your qualification meets national and international standards. 

Entry requirements 
> NCEA Level 3
 > Three subjects at Level 3 including: 

 > minimum of 14 credits in physics 
 > minimum of 14 credits in calculus  
 > one other NZQA approved university entrance subject, and 

 > Literacy – 10 credits at Level 2 or above, made up of: 
 > 5 credits in reading and 5 credits in writing, and

 > Numeracy – 10 credits at Level 1 or above, made up of: 
 > specified achievement standards OR  
 > package of three numeracy unit standards (26623, 26626, 
  26627 – all three required)

 > OR equivalent qualifications. 
> If you are a school leaver or adult applicant with equivalent experience 

who does not meet all of the entry criteria, you may be given provisional 
entry at the discretion of the Head of School. 

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no less than 6.0 
in writing and speaking; no less than 5.5 in reading and listening). 

Other requirements
> You may be required to undertake a face-to-face or phone interview. 

Explore more!
Travel, learn and experience a different culture with  
our fantastic study abroad and exchange opportunities.  
See page 4 for more information.
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Sport 
including Physical Activity, Health and 
Wellness; Management and Coaching; 
Personal Training; Physical Conditioning; 
Performance and Movement Analysis

Adventure
including Outdoor Leadership;  
Snowsports; Avalanche Safety

Why keep your passion for sport and adventure to the 
weekend? People turn what they love doing into great 
careers every day. Let us help you do that!

Sport & Adventure 
careers
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Sport
Encourage others to be active through sport and 
physical activity. Work in areas such as sports 
management and administration, health promotion, 
personal training or as a coach.

You could end up planning fitness programmes, coaching elite 
athletes, encouraging people into healthier lifestyles or managing 
sporting events. There are plenty of job opportunities for sports 
graduates due to the increasing profile of sport and physical activity  
in New Zealand. 
With access to first-class teaching facilities and the support of an 
experienced team of expert staff, the Otago Polytechnic Institute of 
Sport and Adventure will ensure the best possible outcome for your 
chosen discipline. With our unique blend of theoretical and hands-on 
learning, and the opportunity for you to gain real-world experience 
through field trips and work placements, you will graduate as a highly 
capable, work-ready individual with industry contacts. 

Career opportunities
Physical conditioning > Personal training > Event management > Sports 
administration > Performance analysis > Teaching > Health promotion.

How much can I earn?
The average annual salary of our graduates is $30,000 and upwards, 
and varies depending on factors such as job type and level of 
responsibility.

Sport pathways diagram

ENTER

ENTER

Level 7 degree and 
graduate diploma

Level 3-4 certificates

Graduate Diploma 
in Applied Science  
(Specialty)

Employment in allied 
health industries

Employment  
in allied health 
industries OR
further study

ENTER

Bachelor of 
Applied Science
(Physical Activity, 
Health and 
Wellness)

Level 5 diploma

ENTER

ENTER

Certificate in 
Foundation 
Studies (Level 3) 
page 9

ENTER

Sport manage-
ment and 
coaching roles
Personal training/ 
health and 
wellness roles

Diploma in 
Applied Sport 
and Exercise 
Leadership 
(Level 5) Bachelor of 

Applied  
Management
Sport Managment

Sport management 
roles

Certificate in 
Health (Level 4)* 
page 13

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/sport  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

New Zealand 
Certificate in 
English Language 
(Level 4) page 11

*Successful completion of this programme will not automatically guarantee entry to the Bachelor of Applied Science (Physical Activity, Health and Wellness)

Explore more!
Travel, learn and experience a different culture with  
our fantastic study abroad and exchange opportunities.  
See page 4 for more information.

ENTER: Entry straight into this programme may be dependent upon you meeting certain criteria. Successful completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee  
you entry to a higher level qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.

Certificate in 
Applied Sport and 
Exercise Studies 
(Level 4)
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Diploma in Applied Sport and Exercise 
Leadership (Level 5) 
Sport Management and Coaching OR Personal 
Training and Exercise Prescription 

Location Dunedin 

Duration Two years full-time; part-time options* 

Delivery On campus with work experience/placements 

Level 5 

Credits 240

Start February**, 2016

Fee (approx) $6,782 (first year)   

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 

This innovative programme offers you the chance to receive the best 
practical and theoretical training to prepare you for employment. Take full 
advantage of our excellent facilities and benefit from our industry expertise.

Sport Management and Coaching: Keen to enter management, marketing, 
administrative or coaching roles? Study alongside leading sports managers 
and elite coaches, use the latest in sports coaching technology and 
experience event and facility management.

Personal Training and Exercise Prescription: Do you want to become a 
gym instructor, personal trainer or group fitness instructor? Enhance your 
employment potential with this industry-recognised qualification and gain 
first-hand experience by supporting a number of real clients.  

Graduates of the Diploma are in the perfect position to progress into our 
Bachelor of Applied Science or Bachelor of Applied Management. 

Note: For both specialities, you will be enrolled in the Certificate in Applied Sport and Exercise 
Studies (Level 4) (Specialty) in your first year, and on successful completion you can decide 
whether to continue into this Level 5 Diploma in year two. 

Entry requirements

> We prefer that you have 48 NCEA credits at Level 2 with at least 8 
credits in an English language-rich subject OR equivalent qualifications 
and experience. 

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no less than 6.0 
in writing and speaking; no less than 5.5 in reading and listening).

*If you wish to study part-time, you can enrol throughout the year on a semester-by-semester 
basis.

**Full-time second semester enrolments are possible but course choice may be limited due  
 to prerequisites. 

Graduate Diploma in Applied Science (Specialty) 

Location Online with four intensive courses in Dunedin 
Duration One year full-time
Delivery Intensive courses, industry placements and online teaching
Level 7 
Credits 120
Start February, 2016
Fee (approx) $7,083   
Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015

With an industry placement and research project at the core of every 
specialty, graduates will be industry-trained and work-ready with specialised 
key practical and theoretical knowledge in their chosen specialties: 
Physical Activity, Health and Wellness: Complete broad-based learning or 
narrow your focus to become equipped with specific skills. Graduate with 
the ability to meet the needs of the changing health of the population. 
Performance and Movement Analysis: Analysts in this area are in high 
demand for their technical expertise and their ability to solve problems and 
identify a competitive advantage. Learn skill sets important to industry such 
as opposition and player scouting, and live event analysis, and discover 
current and innovative techniques and strategies. 
Physical Conditioning: Ideal preparation if you wish to be a physical 
conditioner for elite athletes and teams, learn how to design effective 
programmes in the professional sporting environment and interact with 
networks of current industry experts.

Entry requirements
> An undergraduate degree OR equivalent industry or professional 

experience (minimum of 5 years). 
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no band score 

less than 6.0).

Other requirements
> A current First Aid Certificate before commencing practical work.

Bachelor of Applied Science  
(Physical Activity, Health and Wellness)

Location Dunedin
Duration Three years full-time; part-time options
Delivery On campus with two work placements 
Level 7
Credits 360
Start February, 2016
Fee (approx) $6,753 (first year)
Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015

Embark on this unique degree programme to pursue a career in the sports 
science, health and wellness, and fitness industries. Study in a stimulating 
environment that incorporates a mix of hands-on and theoretical learning 
and gain valuable industry insight and contacts during your work placements. 
Develop the knowledge, critical thinking and reflective practice necessary to 
work as a wellness professional, both in New Zealand and overseas.  

Entry requirements 
> NCEA Level 3
 > 14 credits in three NZQA approved university entrance subjects at  

 Level 3 or above, and
 > Literacy - 10 credits at Level 2 or above, made up of: 

 > 5 credits in reading and 5 credits in writing, and
 > Numeracy - 10 credits at Level 1 or above, made up of: 

 > specified achievement standards available through a range of 
  subjects OR  
 > package of three numeracy unit standards (26623, 26626, 
  26627- all three required).

> A school leaver or an adult applicant who does not meet all of the entry 
criteria may be given provisional entry to year one at the discretion of the 
Head of School. 

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.5 (no band score 
less than 6.5).

Certificate in Applied Sport and Exercise Studies 
(Level 4) (Sporting Performance) 

Location Central

Duration One year full-time

Delivery At the Wanaka campus with access to training facilities 

Credits 120

Level 4

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $6,722

Apply  Preferred by 30 November, 2015. Applications accepted  
 until start date if spaces available 

Live, train and study in the stunning landscape and beautiful climate of 
Central Otago. Designed for single-sport and multi-sport endurance 
athletes, this full-time programme is taught by elite athletes/coaches and 
specialists. Train in your discipline while expanding your knowledge of 
effective techniques to maximise performance. Further study options 
include our Diploma in Applied Sport and Exercise Leadership (Level 5); 
advance your knowledge of Sporting Performance or specialise in Sport 
Coaching and Management and design training programmes for others. 

Entry requirements
> We prefer that you have 48 NCEA credits at Level 2 with at least 8 credits 

in an English-language rich subject OR equivalent qualifications/
experience. 

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no less than 6.0 
in writing and speaking; no less than 5.5 in reading and listening). 

Don’t meet the criteria for this programme?
Don’t worry. The Certificate in Health (Level 4) (page 13) provides the 
perfect pathway into this qualification.



60   Otago Polytechnic Te Kura Matatini ki Otago

Adventure
Pursue an action-packed lifestyle in the spectacular 
adventure playgrounds of Dunedin and Wanaka. 

Adventure graduates work in a variety of outdoor locations teaching 
activities such as skiing, snowboarding, sea kayaking, abseiling, 
mountaineering, white water kayaking, rock climbing and tramping, 
while developing your leadership skills. 

Career opportunities 
Adventure guiding and instructing > Employment in outdoor 
adventure companies > Ski field roles (instructing, patrolling, 
management, snow safety, lifts, rentals) > Tourism ventures.

The demand for qualified instructors is increasing due to emphasis 
on safe participation in these industries. In recent years, up to  
40 per cent of the staff at the Cardrona Alpine Resort in Wanaka 
have held an Otago Polytechnic instructing qualification.

How much can I earn?
Salaries vary. Outdoor recreation and snowsport instructors  
usually earn between $20,000 and $45,000 per year. Many are 
self-employed or work on short-term seasonal contracts.

Adventure pathways diagram

ENTER

ENTER

Level 7 degreeLevel 3-4 certificates

Employment in 
allied health 
industries OR
further study

ENTER

Bachelor of 
Applied Science
(Physical Activity, 
Health and 
Wellness)

Level 5-6 diplomas

ENTER

ENTER

Bachelor of 
Applied  
Management
Sport Managment

Sport management 
roles

Snow safety 
personnel

Diploma in 
Avalanche 
Studies

Outdoor Instructor

Diploma in 
Outdoor 
Leadership and 
Management 
(Level 5)

Snowsport
Instructor

Certificate  
in Snowsport 
Instructing 
(Ski) or  
(Snowboard)

New Zealand 
Certificate in 
English Language 
(Level 4) page 11

OR
Certificate in 
Foundation Studies 
(Level 3) page 9

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/sport  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

ENTER: Entry straight into this programme may be dependent upon you meeting certain criteria. Successful completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee  
you entry to a higher level qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.
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Certificate in Snowsport Instructing (Ski)  
or (Snowboard)

Location Cardrona Alpine Resort in Wanaka

Duration 18 weeks full-time

Delivery A mix of classroom-based theory work and field-based 
 practical sessions

Level 4

Credits 100

Start June, 2016

Fee (approx) $7,374

Apply Preferred by February, 2016

This is one of the few training programmes in New Zealand where you 
shadow proficient instructors in a snowsport school before taking charge  
of your own clients and gaining valuable real-world teaching experience. 
You will also benefit from the expertise of New Zealand Snowsport 
Instructor Alliance (NZSIA)/Snowboard Instruction New Zealand (SBINZ) 
examiners who provide and/or oversee the programme delivery and content.

Additionally, you’ll gain a solid understanding of workplace first aid skills, 
weather, risk management principles, communication and customer service 
skills and have the opportunity to apply them in a real-life setting.  
Note: NZSIA Level 1 Ski instructor, NZSIA/SBINZ Level 1 Snowboard Instructor, NZSIA Level 2 Ski 
Instructor, NZSIA/SBINZ Level 2 Snowboard Instructor, and specialty certification for teaching 
children, adaptive and freeski qualifications may also be completed within this programme. 

Entry requirements
> You must be a reasonably confident intermediate skier/rider on a variety 

of terrain/snow conditions.
> You must submit a detailed logbook detailing your riding experience over 

at least a two-year period.
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 5.5 (no band score 

less than 5.0).

Other requirements
> Health and Safety declaration.
> Referee’s report.

Diploma in Outdoor Leadership and  
Management (Level 5)

Location Dunedin 
Duration Two years full-time
Delivery On campus with overnight or weekend field trips 
 throughout the year 
Level 5
Credits 120 
Start February, 2016
Fee (approx) $7,076 (first year)
Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 
 Late applications may be considered if places are available

Taught by some of the most qualified instructors in New Zealand, this 
action-packed programme will strengthen and develop your skills in the 
technical, professional, instructional and leadership aspects of a range of 
outdoor pursuits. A strong focus on practical learning, self-evaluation, goal 
setting and industry experience will enhance your ability to gain employment 
in a range of guiding/instructing positions, both nationally and internationally. 
Graduates of this Diploma can consider further study with our Bachelor of 
Applied Science (Physical Activity, Health and Wellness).
Note: You will enrol in the Certificate in Outdoor Pursuits (Level 4) in year one, and upon 
successful completion can choose whether to continue into this Level 5 Diploma in year two. 
Direct entry to year two of the programme is available to selected applicants.

Entry requirements
> 48 NCEA credits at Level 2, including 8 credits at Level 2 in an English 

language-rich subject OR equivalent qualifications/experience.
> You must submit a logbook showing at least 30 hours of relevant outdoor 

recreation experience.
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no band score 

less than 6.0).

Other requirements
> We prefer that you have a current First Aid Certificate.

Avalanche Safety Management – Stage 1 course 
This week-long course will provide you with fundamental skills in 
avalanche safety. It is designed for those who are seeking  
employment in a professional avalanche programme and is required 
for entry into our Diploma in Avalanche Studies. Taught in Wanaka,  
the course instructors are specialists in avalanche safety with local  
and international experience. Visit www.central.op.ac.nz/study/
sport-and-snow for more information.

Diploma in Avalanche Studies

Incorporating the NZMSC Avalanche Safety Stage 2, a prerequisite for most 
industry snow safety or ski patrol management roles

Location Online with block courses (you must have internet access) 
Duration One year full-time; up to four years part-time
Delivery Two practical block courses between 5-8 days long will  
 be held on avalanche terrain based in Central Otago 
Level 6
Credits 125 
Start Flexible
Fee (approx) $6,379
Apply Anytime

Develop your knowledge and skills in avalanche safety so you can plan and 
manage avalanche safety programmes for ski fields, guiding or roading 
operations and tourism ventures – or instruct in these areas. Prepare for 
employment as a Snow Safety Manager or Avalanche Instructor, ensuring 
the safety of people and assets in alpine areas. 

Entry requirements
> NZMSC Avalanche Safety Stage 1.
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no less than 6.0 

in writing and speaking; no less than 5.5 in all other bands).

Other requirments
> Health and Safety declaration.
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Life Sciences

Horticulture 
including Arboriculture, Viticulture  
and Sports Turf Management

Agriculture/Farming
Veterinary Nursing  
and Animal Health
People who care for plants and animals  
may just have the best jobs in the world!  
If you love to be outdoors and work with 
your hands, or have a passionate interest  
in the care and welfare of animals then  
we can help you find your dream career.

Natural Science 
careers
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Horticulture
Horticulturists assist in the design, production  
and maintenance of plants, food and flower crops, 
gardens and landscapes for both local and 
international markets.

The industry is extremely diverse and you may specialise in a 
number of areas including fruit production, viticulture (growing 
grapes for making wine), arboriculture (pruning, felling, transplanting 
and maintaining the health of trees and shrubs), amenity horticulture 
(care, maintenance and growth of ornamental plantings), 
landscape construction (building and maintaining gardens and 
landscapes), sports turf management (preparing and maintaining 
sports fields) and nursery production (propagating and growing 
plants for sale).

Career opportunities
Commercial and retail Nursery Worker > Landscaping Company 
Worker > Groundskeeper and Turf Manager > Orchardist > 
Irrigation Technician > Contract Climber > Seed Collector > 
Airport biosecurity > Department of Conservation > Contracts 
Manager > Viticulturist > Vineyard Supervisor/Manager > 
Horticulture-related Sales Consultant > Self-employed.

New Zealand’s horticulture and related industries are diverse  
and have experienced steady growth. Qualified horticulturists in 
any specialist field are in demand across the country.

Horticulture pathways diagram
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To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/horticulture  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply
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Horticulture 
(Level 5)

Diploma in 
Viticulture  
(Level 5)National Certificate 

in Sports Turf 
Management 
(Level 4)

National Certificate  
in Horticulture 
(Arboriculture) 
(Level 4)

New Zealand  
Certificate in  
Agriculture  
(Farming Systems) 
(Level 3)*

Employment in  
a related field

National 
Certificate in 
Horticulture 
(Advanced) 
(Level 4) 

National Certificate 
in Horticulture 
(Level 4)

New Zealand 
Certificate in 
English Language 
(Level 4) page 11

ENTER: Entry straight into this programme may be dependent upon you meeting certain criteria. Successful completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee  
you entry to a higher level qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.
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Agriculture/Farming 

New Zealand Certificate in Agriculture  
(Farming Systems) (Level 3) and New Zealand 
Certificate in Agriculture (Vehicles, Machinery 
and Infrastructure) (Level 3)* 

Location Central 

Prepare for a career in agriculture with this hands-on, outdoors programme 
based in the farming hub of Central Otago. One of the most important 
contributors to New Zealand’s economy and global reputation, the 
agriculture industry is growing and diversifying so there are a wide range of 
employment options. 

Gain the skills to be employed in pastoral farming/rural-based workplaces 
working under limited supervision. Roles could include a milk harvester, 
general hand, shepherd, or a farm/dairy assistant. 

Among other work-ready skills, you will graduate with the ability to use 
technology within a pastoral farming system, apply knowledge of 
sustainable practice, assist with key livestock tasks and carry out a range of 
activities related to the use and/or maintenance of workplace vehicles and 
machinery. 

*Subject to final NZQA approval 

Sports Turf Management 

Important information
All New Zealand natural science certificate and diploma programmes  
are currently undergoing mandatory reviews conducted by NZQA  
(New Zealand Qualifications Authority). For the most up-to-date 
information, please visit www.op.ac.nz/horticulture  

Certificate in Sustainable Growing 
(Level 3)

Location Online 

Duration One semester full-time; part-time  
 module-by-module study offered 

Delivery Flexible delivery from Central Otago, ensuring you can 
 study anytime and from anywhere with an internet 
 connection

Level 3

Credits 60

Start February, April, July and October, 2016

Fee (approx) $234 (per module), $936 (per Certificate) 

Apply Anytime

This programme is ideal for home gardeners or lifestyle block owners, or 
those wishing to supply farmers’ markets with organic produce. Learn 
about efficient water use, sustainable vegetable and fruit production, 
composting, propagation, plant biology, pests and weeds, and 
understanding the climate and weather. 

Within an interactive community of online learners, you will be encouraged 
to share your growing experiences while also gaining credits towards the 
National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4). 

Note: You must have access to the internet. 

Entry requirements

> Open entry
> Not available to international students.

Certificate in Sustainable Farming  
(Level 3)

Location Online 

Duration One semester full-time; part-time  
 module-by-module study offered 

Delivery Flexible delivery from Central Otago, ensuring you can 
 study anytime and from anywhere with an internet 
 connection

Level 3

Credits 60

Start February, April, July and October, 2016

Fee (approx) $234 (per module), $936 (per Certificate)  

Apply Anytime

If you are in, or entering, the farming industry or thinking about setting up 
your own lifestyle block, this programme will teach you how to farm in a 
sustainable “clean and green” manner. Experienced lecturers will provide 
good practical information during modules such as sustainable water use, 
raising hens and farming beef cattle and you will interact with a community 
of learners to share advice and experiences. 

Note: You must have access to the internet. 

Entry requirements

> Open entry.
> Not available to international students.

Further your sustainable learning
The Centre for Sustainable Practice is based in Central Otago and 
aims to provide a model of sustainable practice for others to follow. 

Our Adding Sustainable Value programme (see page 69) is for those 
wanting to drive lasting change in their business and our Graduate 
Diploma in Sustainable Practice (see page 69) will build your ability to 
effect change through experiences and projects in real organisations.

National Certificate in Sports Turf Management 
(Level 4)

Location Central Otago

Duration Two years full-time

Delivery Year one: On campus 
 Year two: Internship at top sporting venue in New Zealand 
 or Australia and online teaching

Level 4

Credits 223

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $7,067 (first year)

Apply Preferred by December, 2015 
 Late applications will be accepted if places are available

Greenkeepers and groundskeepers are in high demand, both here and 
overseas, and this is New Zealand’s only full-time sports turf management 
qualification. Providing an even balance of practical and theoretical learning, 
you will gain hands-on experience in our outdoor training area that has been 
specifically established to cater for this programme, and build important 
industry relationships during your work placement. Upon successful 
completion, you may choose to complete further training with the National 
Diploma in Sports Turf Management (Level 6 and 7) which is available 
through the Sports Turf Industry Training Organisation. 

Entry requirements

> Open entry. 
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 5.5 (no band score 

less than 5.0).
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Horticulture short courses 
If you are a keen gardener or lifestyle block owner, watch out for our 
short courses. We offer a range from Propagation to Tractor Skills.  
Visit www.central.op.ac.nz/horticulture

National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4) 
Landscape Construction OR Sustainable Horticulture

Location Dunedin

Duration One year full-time; part-time options

Delivery On campus; online learning may be possible  
 depending on your choice of options 

Level 4

Credits 145-148 (depending on your chosen elective)

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $5,967

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015 
 Late applications may be accepted if places are available

Gain an excellent grounding in the principles and skills of horticulture with 
this industry-standard qualification. Undertake a mix of practical and 
theoretical training and choose to focus on Landscape Construction or 
Sustainable Horticulture. Enjoy making use of our nursery facilities, 
permaculture garden, Living Campus and the world-famous Dunedin 
Botanic Garden. Further study options include the National Certificate in 
Horticulture (Advanced) (Level 4), Diploma in Horticulture (Level 5) or 
Diploma in Viticulture (Level 5). 

Entry requirements
> Open entry. 
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 5.5 (no band score 

less than 5.0). 

National Certificate in Horticulture 
(Arboriculture) (Level 4)

Location Dunedin

Duration One year full-time

Delivery On campus plus four weeks of work experience 

Level 4

Credits 150 

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $6,730

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015

Arborists – sometimes known as tree surgeons – work in a specialised field 
involving pruning, felling, transplanting and maintaining the health of trees 
and shrubs. Learn a wide range of arboriculture skills at a tradesperson-
level through both practical and theoretical instruction, and develop these 
abilities during work experience opportunities. 

Note: Scholarships are available, conditions apply.

Entry requirements
> Open entry but you must have the physical and mental ability/strength 

required for tree climbing.
> You must be drug free while enrolled in this programme.
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 5.5 (no less than 6.0 in 

writing, and no less than 5.5 in all other bands).

National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4) 
Viticulture, Landscaping, General Horticulture  
OR Fruit Production

Location Central Otago

Duration One year full-time; part-time options

Delivery On campus with work experience

Level 4

Credits 140 

Start February, April, July and October, 2016

Fee (approx) $6,667

Apply Preferred by December, 2015 
 Late applications may be accepted if places are available

With the guidance and support of highly experienced lecturers, you will 
develop a wide range of practical skills and technical knowledge during this 
industry-standard qualification. Enjoy making use of our campus nursery, 
hydroponics unit, vineyard and crop production facility, and embrace the 
chance to forge important relationships within Central Otago’s extensive 
horticulture industry. The Diploma in Horticulture (Level 5) or Diploma in 
Viticulture (Level 5) would be a perfect further study option after successful 
completion of this programme. 

Note: Paid work experience opportunities are also available for students taking the viticulture, 
landscaping or fruit production strands. 

Entry requirements
> Open entry. 
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 5.5 (no band score 

less than 5.0).
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Diploma in Horticulture (Level 5)

Location Central Otago or online with block courses  
 (Dunedin-based online option) 
Duration One year full-time; three years part-time while employed  
 in the horticulture industry
Delivery Online with block courses in Central Otago* or full-time  
 at the Central Campus. You will also be required to 
 undertake extensive work experience. 
Level 5 
Credits 120
Start February, April, July and October, 2016
Fee (approx) $6,635   
Apply Anytime, but full-time preferred by 30 November, 2015 

Ideal if you wish to extend your practical ability and focus on the technical 
and management skills required in the horticulture industry. Extensive work 
experience is built into this programme enabling you to establish industry 
contacts and you will gain valuable hands-on practice in our unrivalled 
horticultural facilities. 
Note: You are required to have access to the internet. Students studying the online option from 
the Dunedin Campus will be supported by a weekly face-to-face tutorial and may attend the 
two, one-week block courses at the Central Campus. 

Diploma in Viticulture (Level 5)

Location Central Otago 
Duration One year full-time; three years part-time while employed  
 in the viticulture industry
Delivery Online with block courses in Central Otago* or full-time  
 on campus. Your will also be required to undertake 
 extensive work experience 
Level 5 
Credits 120
Start February, April, July and October, 2016
Fee (approx) $6,622   
Apply Anytime, but full-time preferred by 30 November, 2015 

Sound technical and managerial ability are essential in the wine growing 
industry and this qualification focuses on the skills required both here and 
overseas. The programme centres round the cool climate production of 
quality wine grapes, and using sustainable wine growing and organic wine 
growing principles.  
Note: You must complete the practical components of this programme in an industry 
workplace and have access to the internet. 

*Learning support available from Dunedin and Central Campuses. 

Entry requirements
These are the entry requirements for the Diploma in Horticulture 
(Level 5) and the Diploma in Viticulture (Level 5): 
> You must hold the National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4)  
 OR equivalent qualifications or experience. If you do not, you are 
 required to complete the two-year programme pathway. Please 
 contact the Central Otago campus for more information.

 > If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no less  
 than 6.0 in writing and speaking; no less than 5.5. in reading and 
 listening).

National Certificate in Horticulture (Advanced) 
(Level 4) Amenity Horticulture, Landscape OR  
Nursery Production 

Location Dunedin

Duration One year full-time*; part-time options

Delivery On campus with industry experience; some online 
 part-time options available 

Level 4

Credits Varies 

Start February, 2016

Fee (approx) $7,158

Apply Preferred by 30 November, 2015

Further develop your theoretical and practical knowledge in your chosen 
area of Amenity Horticulture, Landscape or Nursery Production. Gain a 
wide range of skills at an advanced tradesperson-level to equip you for  
the technical and operational demands of the horticultural. Enjoy making 
use of the campus horticultural facilities and undertake extensive learning  
in an industry sector. Our Diploma in Horticulture (Level 5) or Diploma in 
Viticulture (Level 5) would be a logical next step for further learning. 

Entry requirements
> There are no academic entry requirements. However, we prefer applicants  

to hold the National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4) OR equivalent 
qualifications/experience.

> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 5.5 (no band score 
less than 5.0).

*The length of the programme varies depending on the number of credits you may already hold 
from the National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4). Each programme duration is tailored to 
the individual.

P
ro

file

“The focus on applied, hands-on learning 
really suited me – you can only learn so 
much about plants from books!” 

Vanessa Healey 
National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4) 



67   Otago Polytechnic Te Kura Matatini ki Otago

Veterinary Nursing pathways diagram

ENTER

Level 2-5 certificates

ENTER

Level 6 diploma

ENTER

ENTER

Employment in animal 
care businesses:  
pet shops, boarding 
kennels and catteries

Veterinary Nurse

National 
Diploma  
in Veterinary 
Nursing3

To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/vetnursing  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

Veterinary 
Nursing and  
Animal Health
Veterinary and animal-related industries work to 
promote the health, husbandry and welfare of 
animals such as household pets and livestock. 

Depending upon your qualification, you may work with small and large 
animals in a range of different places such as veterinary clinics, farms, 
zoos, kennels and catteries, providing support and assistance and 
performing a variety of para-professional and allied-professional roles. 

During your studies, hands-on experience is gained through 
industry-related work experience and, if you study on-campus or 
attend block courses in Dunedin, you will enjoy access to our 
premium training facilities. These include a fully-equipped veterinary 
clinic, retail and reception area, surgery, hospital and surgical 
preparation area, kennels and laboratory. 

Career opportunities
Veterinary Nurse > Rural Animal Technician > Animal control and 
training > Kennel and cattery management > SPCA work > Pet 
grooming > Wildlife management > Biosecurity (Dog Handler) >  
Zoo Keeper > Animal Breeder. 

Important information
All New Zealand veterinary nursing certificate and diploma programmes 
are currently undergoing mandatory reviews conducted by NZQA  
(New Zealand Qualifications Authority). This means that there are still 
programme details to be developed which at this stage cannot be 
included in the programme guide. For the most up-to-date information, 
please visit www.op.ac.nz/vetnursing 

*Subject to final NZQA approval. 

Veterinary Nursing 
Assistant

ENTER: Entry straight into this programme may be dependent upon you meeting certain criteria. Successful completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee  
you entry to a higher level qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.

1Replaced by the New Zealand Certificate in Animal Care (Level 3) – Companion Animal Strand* in 2017.
2Replaced by the New Zealand Certificate in Animal Technology (Level 5) – Rural Animal Technician Strand* in 2017.
3Replaced by the New Zealand Diploma in Veterinary Nursing (Level 6)* in 2017.

ENTER with National Certificate in Veterinary Nursing in 2016

New Zealand 
Certificate in 
Animal Technology 
(Level 5) 
Veterinary Nursing 
Assistant strand*

Certificate in Rural 
Animal Technology2

Rural Animal 
Techician

New Zealand 
Certificate in 
English Language 
(Level 4) page 11

Certificate in 
Foundation 
Studies (Level 3) 
page 9

National  
Certificate in 
Animal Care1
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New Zealand Certificate in Animal Technology 
(Level 5) - Veterinary Nursing Assistant strand*

Location On campus and distance

Gain the specialised skills and knowledge for a successful career as a 
Veterinary Nursing Assistant. Graduate with the ability to provide assistance 
to veterinarians and veterinary nurses in veterinary clinics and perform some 
tasks independently. Learn how to maintain animal health and husbandry, 
care for hospitalised patients, and assist with surgery, anaesthesia and 
routine diagnostic procedures.

You will undertake 200 work placement hours in a veterinary clinic and 40 
hours in an animal-related facility. 

Certificate in Rural Animal Technology

Location Distance with block courses 
Duration  One year part-time
Delivery Online-facilitated teaching sessions, discussion forums 
 and course material, work experience and two block  
 courses in Dunedin
Level 5
Credits 75
Start February, 2016
Fee (approx) $4,286  
Apply Until the start date

This programme will enable you to attain the sought-after skills of a rural 
veterinary nurse and technician. Many of our lecturers work part-time in the 
industry, ensuring you receive the most up-to-date animal healthcare 
training. Learn to work cooperatively and independently with clients, 
manage and monitor rural reproductive and preventative health 
programmes, and contribute to the successful operation of a rural veterinary 
clinic. 
Note: You must complete 150 hours of practical farm experience and 150 hours of work 
experience in a rural veterinary clinic; you are responsible for organising these work placements. 

Entry requirements
> You must have achieved the National Certificate in Veterinary Nursing OR 

have equivalent qualifications/experience.
> Not available to international students. 

Other requirements
> you must have access to a computer, camera, video and the internet
> submit a health declaration
> declare any criminal convictions and give permission for a police check. 

*Subject to final NZQA approval

National Certificate in Animal Care

Location Distance with compulsory block courses

Duration Six months full-time; one year part-time

Delivery Learn via online-facilitated teaching sessions and  
 discussion forums, downloadable course material AND  
 two compulsory block courses (approx. 3 to 4 days 
 each) at various locations: Dunedin, Auckland, 
 Christchurch or Wellington

Level 2 

Credits 65

Start Full-time: July, 2016*, Part-time: February, 2016 

Fee (approx) $2,417

Apply Until the start date 

This programme is your first step if you want to enter an animal-related 
profession such as veterinary nursing or wildlife management as you will 
learn to work with both small and large companion animals. There is no 
work placement in this programme but you will need access to animal-
related facilities (not veterinary clinics) to complete your studies.

Entry requirements
> There are no academic entry requirements but we prefer that you have: 

> NCEA Level 1 science/biology OR equivalent 
> computer skills equivalent to NCEA Level 1 
> an understanding of the animal-related and veterinary industry 
> worked or observed in a veterinary clinic or animal facility 
> a commitment to animal welfare

> Not available to international students. 

Other requirements
> you must have access to a computer, camera, video and the internet
> submit a health declaration
> declare any criminal convictions and give permission for a police check. 

 *Dependent on sufficient numbers. 

 National Diploma in Veterinary Nursing

Location Distance with compulsory contact courses      
Duration Two years part-time (commence study in either year)
Delivery Online-facilitated teaching sessions, discussion forums  
 and course material, extensive work experience and two 
 compulsory contact courses per year (approx. 4 days 
 each) in Dunedin 
Level 5
Credits 171
Start February, 2016
Fee (approx) $3,568 (each year)
Apply Until the start date

Graduate with the ability to perform the following skills without supervision  
in a veterinary clinic: advanced veterinary nursing, laboratory tasks, client 
education and staff training. Gain advice and support from expert staff 
members who ensure you receive up-to-date animal health care and 
veterinary nursing training. 
Note: You must organise your own work placements at a veterinary clinic for the 1,040 hours 
of required work experience. The contact courses are similar to block courses but are more 
student-driven and provide you with options for personalising the sessions you attend. 

Entry requirements
> You must have achieved the National Certificate in Veterinary Nursing OR 

have equivalent qualifications/experience. 
> Not available to international students.

Other requirements
> you must have access to a computer, camera, video and the internet
> submit a health declaration
> declare any criminal convictions and give permission for a police check.
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To learn more, go to www.op.ac.nz/sustainable  
To apply, go to www.op.ac.nz/apply

Sustainable 
Practice
For people who are future-focused, these 
programmes meet the growing need for a 
new strategic approach to global issues. 
By studying at the Centre for Sustainable Practice, you’ll become 
part of a community that works to understand the challenges and 
opportunities facing today’s organisations, and steer towards the 
best possible outcomes. 

Career opportunities
Businesses and organisations everywhere are increasingly aware of 
the need to develop appropriate strategic responses to sustainability. 
As this awareness grows, so do the employment opportunities. 
Across all sectors, sustainable practitioners are highly sought after.  

Proud leaders in sustainable practice 
At Otago Polytecnic, we want to balance our goals with practices 
that protect and support our community and environment, and 
provide the best possible chance for a sustainable future. 

Our initiatives include:  
> the Living Campus (edible gardens and free allotment space for 
 students and staff to use)
> measuring our ecological impact/reducing our footprint
> an internal offset scheme for staff air travel
> reducing our waste, increasing recycling and purchasing sustainably
> delivery of sustainable practice workshops, consultancy services 
 and mentoring.  

As well as the programmes below, we also offer a certificate in 
sustainable growing/farming (see page 64). 

Graduate Diploma in Sustainable Practice 

Location Online – you must have access to the internet

Duration One year full-time, three years part-time

Delivery Learning is maximised through collaboration, weekly 
 webinars and online tools

Level 7

Credits 120

Start Anytime

Fee (approx) $6,816

Apply Anytime

Develop your executive leadership skills in sustainable practice as you 
examine the social, economic, political and environmental systems that 
govern your business or organisation. This inspiring and transformational 
programme is for those interested in developing a deeper understanding  
of sustainability and learning a systems approach to applying sustainability 
principles. Theory and project-based learning is underpinned by a 
decision-making framework for sustainability.

Entry requirements
> You must hold a bachelor’s degree OR equivalent skills/experience.
> You may not enrol in this programme if you have already completed a 

Sustainable Practice degree major. 
> If English is not your first language = Entry IELTS: 6.0 (no band score 

less than 6.0).

Other requirements
> You must undertake an interview. 

Adding Sustainable Value  
Certificate in Sustainable Practice (Level 5)*

Location Manawatu, Wellington, Otago/Southland, Auckland, 
 Christchurch 

Duration 19 weeks

Delivery Online plus four, one-day workshops

Level 5

Credits 60

Start Varies depending on location

Fee (approx) Please enquire

Apply Anytime

Learn with and from industry peers and experts to discover how 
sustainability can drive growth and opportunities, and reduce costs as you 
build your brand. 

This is New Zealand’s leading training programme for organisations serious 
about sustainable success. Using a proven framework and unique team 
approach, this programme will help you make strategic decisions that will 
shape the future of your business. 

Adding Sustainable Value is brought to you by leaders in applied 
sustainability education: Otago Polytechnic and The Natural Step, 
supported by the Sustainable Business Council.  

*All New Zealand certificate programmes are currently undergoing mandatory reviews 
conducted by NZQA (New Zealand Qualifications Authority). The content of this programme 
may change. Please visit our website www.central.op.ac.nz for the most up-to-date 
information. 

“Adding Sustainable Value is a must for 
any business interested in leveraging the 
opportunities of sustainability, driving  
innovation and future-proofing against  
the challenges that lie ahead.” 

Kat McDonald 
Opus International Consultants Ltd

P
ro

file
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Events
OPSA provides access to social events, entertainment and 
recreation during the year, many with free entry. Orientation  
gives you the opportunity to become familiar with the Polytechnic, 
meet other students, hear live music and participate in 
barbecues, quizzes, entertainment, competitions, food 
festivals, sports and events.

OPSA is run by students, for students. 
As a student, it is vital you have an 
independent organisation to represent 
and promote your views and interests, 
safeguard your welfare and ensure that 
you have a great experience.

Services
OPSA manages a vast range of student services and facilities 
like the UNIPOL sport and recreation centre www.unipol.co.nz, 
Student Job Search, financial and personal advice,  
photocopying, binding and laminating, student ID and discount 
cards, cheap phone cards and much more! (Some services  
are limited to Dunedin students.)

Clubs and courses
OPSA and the Otago University Students’ Association  
operate Recreation Services where you can participate in a 
wide range of sports, activities and social events. Find out 
more at www.ousa.org.nz/main/recreation (Dunedin only).

OPSA
Otago Polytechnic Students’ Association

For a full list of OPSA’s services go to
Website www.opsa.org.nz  
Find us in H Block, Forth Street, Dunedin
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Student Advisors
Our Student Advisors, Kitty Keogh, Sheena Roy and Brayden 
Murray, are based on the Dunedin campus and are available 
anytime to talk to in person, via phone or email. They can help 
you with any personal problems and study issues as you settle 
into life at Otago Polytechnic, and offer continued assistance 
throughout the academic year. 

Kaitautoko support
Tena ra koutou katoa kua tae mai ki te Kura Matatini ki Otago 
mo tou haerenga. He mihi mahana tenei.

Brayden Murray is available to provide guidance and support 
to Māori students and to assist with a range of individual issues. 

Pasifika support
Anna Seiuli provides support to Pacific Islands students.  
Those who identify as being of Pacific Islands descent will be 
contacted by Anna, and regular fono are held during the year. 
Anna is based in Dunedin but can provide support and advice 
via phone or email to students on other campuses. 

Disability support
Barbara Fogarty provides support tailored to your individual 
needs. This may include classroom note-takers, readers/
writers, tutors, equipment, adaptive technology, orientation and 
liaison with lecturing staff and community agencies.

The Learning Advisors
Kristen Bracey, Jean Monk, Rose Stanton and Ross Gilbertson 
are the Learning Advisors who offer learning support services 
to all enrolled students. These services include:
> One-on-one appointments 
> Facilitated study groups and tutorials
> English grammar and literacy development
> Hand-outs and study cards
> Online information and support for distance students. 

Career support
We offer expert guidance and a friendly ear to help you make 
informed career decisions based on your own personal values, 
goals and interests. We can discuss career options, a possible 
course of study, job applications or interviews, or any other 
career-related topic. 

Supporting your success
Starting life as a new student can be exciting as well as challenging. Our Student 
Success team is here to support you and make sure your time at Otago Polytechnic  
is rewarding and fun! 

Contact your Student Success team 
Phone 0800 762 786
Email studentsuccess@op.ac.nz
Website www.op.ac.nz/studentsupport
Please see page 76 for individual staff contact details. 
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Support, services and facilities 
here to help, every step of the way
To enhance your experience at Otago Polytechnic, we make sure that you have access 
to the best information, advice, support and assistance prior to, and during, your studies. 

Support
Chaplain
Find out about places of worship or talk to someone who can 
understand your spiritual needs. Mike Wright and Paul Armstrong 
are experienced chaplains who can help you with a range of 
issues. Both chaplains are based in Dunedin, but are available 
via phone or email for students who are based elsewhere. 

Email chaplain@op.ac.nz 

Counselling services
Available to help you with any issues you may have in your 
personal life or studies. Our counsellors will talk with you and  
assist you to work through these concerns. There are four 
trained counsellors on the Dunedin campus who are available 
to see students between 8.00am and 5.00pm, Monday to 
Friday. This is a free service. 

If you’re a student studying in Central Otago and would like to 
book an appointment to see a counsellor, please contact the 
Central Campus. 

Online and telephone counselling
A counsellor is available for Skype or phone appointments.  
To make an appointment, please phone 0800 762 786 on 
weekdays between 8.30am and 5.00pm and ask for Student 
Health. You will be asked to provide your Skype address  
and phone number. If a phone call is required, the counsellor 
will ring you at your appointment time. Appointments can be 
made for after hours.

Student Health Centre
Conveniently located on our Dunedin campus, the Student 
Health Centre provides the same services offered by your 
family doctor. It also promotes health education, and offers 
health screening tests, nutrition advice, vaccinations and some 
minor surgery options. The cost is $15 or free if you have a 
current Community Services Card. 

Please see our website for information regarding Student 
Health Services in Central Otago.

Services
Polykids Childcare Centre
Enjoy access to quality early childhood education and care  
for children up to five years of age. Spaces are limited and we 
strongly advise contacting Polykids when you apply for your 
programme of study. 

Phone +64 3 479 6169 
Email childcare@op.ac.nz  
Forth Street (opposite Otago Polytechnic campus), Dunedin

Please see our website for information regarding childcare 
options in Central Otago.

Computer access, email and IT help
Complete your assignments and recharge your laptop at our 
free computer suites which are open daily. You are given  
your own student email address, which is the best way to 
communicate with your lecturers. Wireless is also available.

We have a dedicated student IT service desk, where you  
can seek computer advice. Resources are also available to 
students who are not based in Dunedin.

Phone 0800 765 948 
Email polyit@op.ac.nz
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Scholarships 
We have scholarships available in a number of study areas. 
Examples include the Principal’s Scholarship for students 
leaving high school to enter tertiary education, scholarships 
available to Māori and Pacific Islands students, and staircasing 
scholarships to enable further study at Otago Polytechnic after 
successful completion of Foundation programmes. 

To find out more about our scholarship programmes, please 
visit our website or contact: 

Phone 0800 762 786  
Email info@op.ac.nz 

Studylink
Our Student Fees Administrator is able to assist you with 
information regarding your application and the documentation 
required by Studylink for student loans and allowances. 

For more information about Studylink: 

Phone 0800 88 99 00  
Visit www.studylink.govt.nz 

Facilities
Libraries
The Robertson Library at our Dunedin campus provides a 
range of services and support to all students, including full 
research resources, photocopying and printing services.

Our Central Campus provides a specialist library with  
great support services.

Student Centres
Located in the heart of the Dunedin campus, Manaaki is a 
great place to relax, eat, drink and meet your friends.  
A fantastic range of freshly-cooked food is available every day 
and there are halal and vegetarian options.

There are also three cafés on campus and a brand new 
student lounge area located on the ground floor of H block. 
The quad provides the perfect outdoor hang out when the 
weather is good. 

Māori and Pasifika students’ rooms
At the Dunedin campus, Poho is a room for Māori students 
and staff to meet, share kai and support one another.  
The Pasifika students’ room provides a space for those from 
Pacific Islands communities to gather.



74   Otago Polytechnic Te Kura Matatini ki Otago

Accommodation
Where you live makes a big difference to your student experience. Fortunately, there are 
many great options.

Supervised accommodation
Dunedin only
Supervised accommodation is a great option. You’ll be able to 
meet people, many of your meals are provided and extra 
expenses such as electricity and phone rental are generally 
included. Supervised accommodation costs around $350  
per week. 

City College* is located in North Dunedin, in the heart of the 
student area. You will live in apartment-style accommodation 
with other students and dine in a communal eating area. City 
College has excellent recreation and study facilities. 

For more details, visit www.citycollege.co.nz

Salmond College* is an easy 15-minute walk from our 
Dunedin campus. It has great facilities for study and recreation 
and a communal eating area for meals. Free study tutorials are 
also available. 

For more details, visit www.salmondcollege.ac.nz

Gardens College is a private hall of residence, 15 minutes 
away from campus, with 70 rooms over two complexes.  
Most rooms have private en suite bathrooms and some have 
kitchenettes. Each week you will be provided with breakfast 
and five evening meals. 

For more details and application information, go to  
www.gardenscollege.co.nz

The accommodation application process for City and 
Salmond colleges is managed by the University of  
Otago on behalf of Otago Polytechnic. Applications  
need to be submitted online via the University of  
Otago Accommodation Office webpage:  
www.otago.ac.nz/about/accommodation

You will need to register as an Otago Polytechnic applicant  
and will then be able to log in and check your application 
progress.

*You must submit an application for accommodation for City 
and Salmond Colleges by 30 September, 2015. 
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Start looking! 
Some great places to start your search are:

www.studentaccommodation.co.nz (Dunedin) 
www.odt.co.nz (Dunedin and Central Otago) 
www.trademe.co.nz (both campuses) 
www.share-accommodation.co.nz (both campuses) 
www.printshopcromwell.co.nz (Central Otago)

Be sure to narrow your search to Dunedin or Central Otago, 
and make use of Google Maps to work out how far away  
from campus you will be.

For accommodation advice visit 
www.opsa.org.nz/accommodation

Flatting or private shared  
accommodation
Many students love the experience of renting a house together, 
with friends and other students, and sharing living costs such 
as electricity, telephone and food.

Dunedin and Central Otago
A room in an unfurnished flat generally costs between $90 and 
$130 per week. Rooms in furnished flats usually cost slightly 
more – about $130–$160 per week – and are less common. 
You can also expect to spend another $80–$100 per week for 
expenses such as power, phone/internet and food in both 
living situations. 

Studio and hostel  
accommodation
Dunedin
Studios are often furnished and you will have access to 
kitchen facilities. It costs around $160–$280 per week and 
often includes power, heating, local telephone calls and 
cleaning of the common areas. Higher-priced studios can 
include en suite facilities. Self-contained one-bedroom 
apartments may cost around $200–$350 per week. 

Central Otago
The Chalets Holiday Park is an unsupervised hostel where you 
can rent a single room for approximately $110 per week, 
including electricity. Students are usually placed together in one 
of the chalets, sharing lounge, bathroom and kitchen facilities. 

For more details, visit www.thechaletscromwell.co.nz 

Homestay
Some students choose to live in a “homestay” for their first 
year and live with a family in their home. Homestays cost $231 
per week and include three meals a day. There is also a 
one-off placement fee of $250. 

You will have your own bedroom with a single bed, desk and 
wardrobe. Some homestay hosts provide you with the internet, 
or allow you to use it at home for a small fee, but you can also 
access the internet at Otago Polytechnic or pay for a wireless 
connection to be set up. 

Flavia Rubini-Lean is your contact for homestay  
accommodation. 

Our Student Success Team will also be happy to take 
enquiries about accommodation. See their contact  
details on page 76.
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If you’ve seen a programme you like the look of but want more information, or if you  
want to learn more about studying at Otago Polytechnic, you have several options! 

Student Success team
Our team are here to ensure that you are supported and 
advised before, and during your studies. 

Brayden Murray 
Student Advisor & Kaitautoko 
brayden.murray@op.ac.nz

Anna Seiuli 
Pasifika Support 
anna.seiuli@op.ac.nz

Émilie Crossley 
emilie.crossley@op.ac.nz

Shaun Tahau 
shaun.tahau@op.ac.nz

Sheena Roy 
Student Advisor 
sheena.roy@op.ac.nz

Kitty Keogh  
Manager, Student Advisor 
kitty.keogh@op.ac.nz

Flavia Rubini-Lean 
Homestay Contact 
flavia.rubini-lean@op.ac.nz 

Patricia Quensell 
Careers Advisor 
patricia.quensell@op.ac.nz  

Visit our website  
www.op.ac.nz 

Here you will find loads of information about all of our 
programmes, Otago Polytechnic’s different campuses, our 
student support networks, international opportunities and the 
services we provide. You might find the frequently-asked 
questions section really useful. 

Call us Freephone  
0800 762 786 

Our friendly contact centre staff are available to chat to you 
from Monday-Friday, 8.00am-5.00pm.  

Email us info@op.ac.nz 
Send us your questions or feedback and one of our helpful team 
will be in touch as soon as possible. 

Talk to us
Liaison Advisors 
Emilie and Shaun are our Liaison Advisors and are here to help 
you find the study option that’s right for you. They’re also 
happy to chat about life at Otago Polytechnic or to answer any 
other questions that you might have. They may be able to 
meet with you in person or can offer advice via phone or email. 

Barbara Fogarty 
Disability Support Advisor   
barbara.fogarty@op.ac.nz

Social media 
Check out our awesome videos and graduate stories!  

www.facebook.com/otagopoly
www.youtube.com/otagopolytechnic
www.twitter.com/otagopolytech

How to apply 
If you know which programme you want to apply for, head to 
www.op.ac.nz/apply and fill in your details on our online 
application form. You can also upload any supporting material 
that you are required to provide to the application form. 

If you would rather fill in a paper application form, download 
one from our website or contact us and we’ll send you one. 

We will let you know as soon as your application has been 
successfully received and if anything further is needed. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions  
you may have when you are applying. 

Contact us



General information
The information contained in this programme guide is aimed at answering as many questions as possible.  
While every effort is made to ensure accuracy at the time of printing, Otago Polytechnic reserves the right to 
alter and amend information, and withdraw programmes without notice. All programmes, fees and costs 
are approximate and subject to change. 

International students 

This guide is intended for New Zealand domestic students. If you are an international student who would 
like more information about studying at Otago Polytechnic please visit www.op.ac.nz/international/
faqs, phone +64 3 477 3014 or email info@op.ac.nz  

Otago Polytechnic has agreed to observe and be bound by the Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of 
International Students, published by New Zealand’s Ministry of Education. For a copy of the code, please 
visit www.minedu.govt.nz

For more detailed information about our entry criteria and your country’s equivalent qualifications, please 
visit www.op.ac.nz/international/entry-criteria

Targeted Review of Qualifications
Otago Polytechnic certificate and diploma qualifications are being reviewed through the national 
mandatory reviews conducted by the New Zealand Qualifications Authority. All tertiary institutions in  
New Zealand are currently involved in this review. This means that there may be future changes to 
qualifications and the related programmes of study which at this stage cannot be reflected in the 
programme guide. For the most up-to-date information, please visit www.op.ac.nz

Start dates
Due to the Targeted Review of Qualifications and the potential redesign of the academic year for some  
of our qualifications, start dates may vary from what is shown in this guide. Please check our website,  
www.op.ac.nz for the most up-to-date information.

Cancellation of a programme/course
Enrolment in a programme or course is conditional upon and subject to sufficient numbers of students 
enrolling in that programme or course.

For full terms and conditions please go to www.op.ac.nz/termsandconditions

Fees
The fees shown in this programme guide are 2015 indicative domestic fees. Please note that additional 
fees may, from time to time be required for external examinations, NZQA fees, and/or additional material 
fees. Fee components for 2016 are indicative and may be subject to change once applicable Tertiary 
Education Commission rules and guidelines are released.

English requirements
If English is not your first language, you will need to meet the English entry requirements for the 
programme you want to study. The academic entry IELTS required is shown with each programme.  
If you currently do not meet the IELTS requirement for the programme you want to study, we offer the 
New Zealand Certificate in English Language (Level 3) and (Level 4) (see page 11). These programmes 
have been designed to enable you to improve your English language skills. They also provide a perfect 
pathway into our certificate, diploma and degree qualifications. 

IELTS disclaimer
Due to a policy review, some of our IELTS band scores are currently subject to final approval so please 
check www.op.ac.nz for the most up-to-date information for each programme.  

Keeping it green
This document is printed on Advance Laser by BJBall Papers 
and is produced using fast growing farmed eucalyptus trees, 
which take as little as three to five years before they are ready for 
harvesting, providing sustainable income opportunities for rural 
communities. It is manufactured at an ISO 14001 and ISO 9001 
accredited mill in an ECF process and it has been printed using 
sustainable processes by Southern Colour Print.

Thanks also to Isabella Harrex, Danielle S’ua, Hayden Parsons  
and Derek Morrison for their photography.

On the cover
“Super Nova” 
A modernist, Otago Polytechnic-themed 
interpretation of a Bombe Alaska, in 
celebration of our 50th anniversary!

Special thanks to Bachelor of Culinary 
Arts graduate Rosie McLean and Adrian 
Woodhouse from the Food Design 
Institute for the design and creation of  
the cover dish. 
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