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Bachelor of Midwifery 
Applicant Information 

In addition to completing the Otago Polytechnic Application Form, the School of Midwifery 
Te Kura Atawhai ka Kaiakopono te Hakuitaka requires additional information from applicants 
to the Bachelor of Midwifery programme. This information is described below. We will NOT 
assess at your application until ALL the information is received. To avoid the possibility of 
places being filled before your application is assessed, please ensure you send all the 
required information before 31 August 2018. 

Family name: 

First name(s): 

Date of Birth: 

Otago Polytechnic Student ID number (if known): 

Preferred Satellite/Region 

Dunedin   Central Otago   Southland  

Wellington   Palmerston North    Whanganui  

Wellington applicants: please identify your preferred akonga location*   Kapiti        Hutt 

If more than one satellite chosen, please identify order of preference: 

___________________________________________________________________ 

*Please note we may not have intakes in all satellites/akonga locations.

How did you hear about our programme? 

Further to your electronic application: If you are new to Otago Polytechnic please include a 
certified Passport or Birth Certificate to meet Otago Polytechnic identity requirements. 

kwilson
Typewritten Text
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1. ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPT 
 
Applicants for the Bachelor of Midwifery must meet the academic entry criteria, which 
include either: 
 
1. University Entrance  

 
NCEA Level 3 (60 credits at Level 3 and 20 credits at Level 2 or higher) which must include: 

o 18 credits at Level 3 in each of biology or chemistry** 
o a minimum of 16 credits at Level 3 in an English language rich subject (e.g. 

English, history, art history, classics, geography or economics) 
o a further 16 credits at Level 3 in one other subject from the list of NZQA 

approved subjects 
o Literacy - 10 credits at Level 2 or above, made up of 5 credits in reading and 5 

credits in writing  
o Numeracy - 10 credits at Level 1 or above (specified achievement standards, or 

unit standards 26623, 26626, 26627). 

**We recommend that if you don't have a minimum of 18 credits at Level 3 in BOTH biology and 
chemistry, you have at least 16 credits at Level 2 in your secondary subject. 

Please attach verified copies of your Qualification and Achievement summary from NZQA.  
      
OR 
 
2. Bridging Course 
 
A year-long level 3/4 Health Science bridging course.  A level 4 B+ average is required for 
entry, including a B+ in a level 4 Bioscience course.  Please attach verified transcripts. 
 
OR 
 
3. Bachelor’s Degree 
 
A Bachelor’s degree in any discipline is considered transferable knowledge and 
demonstrates academic ability.  Please attach verified transcripts.  Additional Bioscience 
courses may be required. 
 
If you are currently studying towards any of the above academic criteria please explain how 
you will have met this criteria before the start of the Bachelor of Midwifery programme: 
(attach an additional page to explain if required).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please also attach any other additional certified transcripts of previous tertiary study. 
If you believe you hold an academic equivalence other than through the pathways described 
above, please explain how you have achieved this equivalence: 
 
You MUST attach certified copies of your academic transcript to support your case. All 
transcripts must be from institutions accredited by NZQA or an international equivalent. 
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2. ESSAY

Write an essay answering the following questions.  The essay should be typed and between 
1500- 2200 words  

• Why do you want to be a midwife?  What qualities do you bring to the midwifery
profession in Aotearoa New Zealand?

• Do you have life experiences that you feel are relevant to a career in women's
health? (Please do not give details of personal birth experiences).

• Describe the role and relevance of the Treaty of Waitangi in Aotearoa New Zealand
society.

• Describe the demands, as you understand them, of being a midwifery student in our
blended programme and a practising midwife.  What is your plan to manage the
social, academic and financial demands of this course?

The following information and signed declaration is required with your essay. 

Word Count:  

Is this application essay your own original work and you understand that submitting 
someone else’s work as your own is plagiarism and a violation of Otago Polytechnic’s 
Academic Policy?   

  No      Yes 

A copy of policy AP0607.02 Cheating is available upon request. 

3. CURRICULUM VITAE

Please attach a summary of your life and work experience since leaving school on a CV. 

4. REFEREE REPORTS

The Bachelor of Midwifery programme requires the applicant to provide testimony from two 
referees.  We recommend that applicants use wisdom in selecting referees who can 
complete an electronic form within two weeks.  Please share your expectations with your 
chosen referees.   

One referee report should be provided by an employer or community group representative 
and the other must be from someone who can comment on your academic ability. Referees 
must be people of standing in the community who are not friends or relatives of the 
applicant.  If you have not studied in the last five years a second professional referee may be 
contacted instead of an academic referee.  

Please email our Student Administrator at ebsmid@op.ac.nz with the names, email 
addresses and phone numbers of these referees so we can obtain the reference. Please 
provide this information as soon as possible as we need to have all the referee reports in 
by 31 August 2018 when applications close. We expect to receive this information BEFORE 
we receive your application.  Applications will not be considered without both referee 
reports being received. OP is not responsible for following up with referees to obtain 
outstanding information. 
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5. FITNESS FOR REGISTRATION AS A MIDWIFE 
 
Students in the Bachelor of Midwifery programme must meet the statutory requirements of 
the Midwifery Council of New Zealand for registration as a midwife, i.e. being “fit for 
registration”. The Midwifery Council (As per section 16 Health Practitioners Competence 
Assurance Act 2003) assesses the following areas: 
 
Fitness for registration 

• Ability to communicate effectively for the purposes of practising midwifery;  
• Ability to communicate effectively in written and spoken English for the purposes of 

practising midwifery; 
• No convictions that reflect adversely on practice as a midwife; 
• No physical or mental health condition that adversely affects ability to perform the 

functions of a midwife; 
• Applicant is not subject to professional disciplinary proceedings or under a 

disciplinary investigation or subject to any professional disciplinary order, which 
reflects adversely on fitness to practise as a midwife; 

• Applicant is of good character. 
 
Some of these areas are assessed on completion of the programme and when the student 
applies for registration with the Midwifery Council. However, some are also assessed on 
entry to the pre-registration programme.  The Otago Polytechnic School of Midwifery 
requires the following information and declarations on entry to the programme: 
 
1. IELTS score 
The Midwifery Council requires students for whom English is a second language to have an 
IELTS assessment on completion of the programme.  Applicants for registration need to 
score 7.5 overall in the academic band with no less than 7 in any one band.  Applicants are 
exempt from this requirement if at least four years of their secondary schooling and their 
entire midwifery education programme took place in New Zealand.  Applicants may also 
apply for exemption on other grounds; such applications will be considered on a case-by-
case basis.   
 
For entry to the Bachelor of Midwifery programme applicants for whom English is a second 
language must have an IELTS score of at least 7.0 overall in the academic band with no less 
than 7.0 in listening and speaking, and no less than 6.5 in writing and comprehension. 
Please note this score will not guarantee that you will be able to score 7.5 on completion of 
the programme and you are likely to need to undertake your own further study in English 
throughout the programme in order to meet the criteria.  You will also need to meet any 
costs associated with any additional tuition or IELTS assessment examinations you may need 
to undertake.  
 
If you believe that you meet the exemption criteria, please provide documented evidence of 
your secondary schooling in New Zealand.  
 
LANGUAGE DECLARATION 
 
Is English your first spoken language*?   No   Yes  
 
If not, you will be expected to provide IELTs or other documentation meeting the Midwifery 
Council’s language requirement. 
*First spoken language" means the language you spoke first.  It does not mean your current primary language or 
the language you now speak the most 
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2. Previous convictions and Police Check 
On completion of the programme you will need to apply to the Midwifery Council for 
registration as a midwife. At that time you will be asked to give permission for the Midwifery 
Council to undertake a police check. This will identify any convictions you may have. 
 
For entry to the Bachelor of Midwifery programme you are required to:  Make a declaration 
as to any previous convictions you may have. 
 
All accepted applicants must complete a police check to meet the requirements of the 
Vulnerable Children’s Act 2014.  Police checks will be collected (requiring a copy of your 
Drivers’ Licence and a second form of identification) and submitted after you have been 
offered and accepted a place in our programme.  The VCA vetting form will be sent as part of 
an offer of acceptance and not completing the form will result in your offer being rescinded.   
 
If you declare any convictions you are advised to provide details of the charge(s) upon which 
you were convicted, together with any penalty it carries and the penalty actually handed 
down to you by the court, if any. You are also welcome to provide a report or submission 
regarding any mitigating circumstances in respect of the convictions.  
 
Thereafter the information you provide will be considered by Otago Polytechnic in order to 
determine whether it is satisfied that you are a suitable person to be permitted to undertake 
the Bachelor of Midwifery programme. Please note that acceptance into the programme 
does not guarantee that the Midwifery Council will assess that you are a fit person to be 
registered as a midwife. The Council will make its own assessment when you apply for 
registration, and on the basis of the required Police check and any other information you 
provide. The Council also requires the Head of School to make an assessment of each 
student’s fitness for registration when the student applies for registration.  
 
CONVICTION DECLARATIONS 
 
Have you ever been convicted of any offence against the law? If yes, please provide details 
of the nature of the offence and the year of conviction in a separate document.   
 
 No      Yes  
 
I understand that if my police check comes back with any concerns this may result in my 
offer of place in the Bachelor of Midwifery being withdrawn. 
 
             No      Yes  
 
 
 
3. Health status 
On completion of the programme you will need to apply to the Midwifery Council for 
registration as a midwife. At that time the Council will seek evidence that you have no 
physical or mental health issues that could adversely affect your ability to perform the 
functions of a midwife. 
 
For entry to the Bachelor of Midwifery programme you are required to make a declaration 
as to your physical and mental health status and whether you have any conditions or 
learning disabilities that could adversely impact in any way your success in the programme. 
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You are also required to provide evidence of your immunity to certain diseases before the 
programme begins. This information is required to meet the health and safety provisions of 
providers of midwifery practice experiences. If you are accepted in to our programme you 
will be required to provide your immunity status for Measles, Mumps, Rubella, Varicella, 
Hepatitis B and be tested for MRSA and Tuberculosis for DHB placements.  Please see cost 
sheet for additional information. 
 
HEALTH DECLARATION 
 
Do you have any mental or physical health conditions or learning disabilities that could 
adversely affect your ability to complete the requirements of the Bachelor of Midwifery 
programme?   
 
 No      Yes   
 
Please attach further details if necessary. 
 
IMMUNISATION DECLARATION 
 
I understand that if I’m accepted I must provide current immunisation information to the 
School of Midwifery as requested and I will not be eligible for any clinical placements until all 
immunisation information is received. 
 

No      Yes 
 
 
 
6. FIRST AID CERTIFICATE 
 
Accepted applicants are required to provide a current Comprehensive First Aid Certificate, 
including proficiency in CPR, NQF units 6401 and 6402.  
 
FIRST AID DECLARATION 
I understand that any offer of place in the Bachelor of Midwifery is conditional on my 
providing a current Comprehensive First Aid Certificate. 
 
 No     Yes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



© Otago Polytechnic School of Midwifery, Updated May 2017 7 

7. TRANSPORTATION  
 
Midwifery students must have a full Driver’s Licence and unhindered access to a vehicle for 
attending appointments with women in the community and hospital shifts.  
 
*If you are currently hold a restricted licence and do not yet qualify to earn your full licence, 
please include an explanation of when you will earn your full licence and what alternatives 
you will have in place until this time so you can still meet course requirements within the 
limitations of a restricted licence. 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION DECLARATION: 
 
I understand that any offer of place in the Bachelor of Midwifery is conditional on my having 
a full drivers’ licence* and access to a vehicle to meet practice obligations, and I must 
provide a copy of both sides of my drivers’ licence to confirm this place.  
 
            No                                                      Yes 
 
Restricted Licence explanation (if needed): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
8. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR REGISTERED NURSES  
 
 
If you are a Registered Nurse please provide a copy of your current Annual Practising 
Certificate as well as your Certificate of Good Standing.  Your application will not be 
considered without this information.
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9. PRIVACY & APPLICATION DECLARATION

Privacy Act 1993 
The personal information collected in this application is held by Otago Polytechnic for the purpose of 
determining your fitness for entry into the Bachelor of Midwifery programme and subsequent 
application for registration as a midwife pursuant to Sections 12 and 15 of the Health Practitioners 
Competence Assurance Act 2003.    

You are entitled to ask the Otago Polytechnic for access to, and correction of, personal information. 

If you do not wish to provide all the information requested on the application form, then please 
inform the Otago Polytechnic in writing and the possible consequences will be explained to you. 

The School of Midwifery holds all unsuccessful applications for two years, after this time they are 
destroyed. 

I declare that to the best of my knowledge the answers in this application are correct and that I have 
no known physical or mental condition that will impact on my ability to practice safely as a midwife. 
I understand that if any false or deliberately misleading information is given, or any material facts 
suppressed, my enrolment may be terminated.  I also understand that any false information given in 
relation to my medical history may result in my loss of entitlement for any compensation from ACC. 
I understand that if accepted, I am expected to attend orientation in Dunedin from 29th January – 2nd 
February 2018. 
I have read the course related costs and programme delivery information provided online by Otago 
Polytechnic School of Midwifery*. 

Signed:          Date:  

Please be aware that: Midwifery is a rewarding but demanding career with very unpredictable hours. 
Our programme is a four year degree taught in three years. This will have an impact on your family, 
personal and financial life due to the academic expectations and the demands of clinical placements and 
on-call responsibilities. You will have clinical placements away from your home location in Third Year.  We 
welcome your application and recommend that you have a discussion with your whanau about how they 
can support you to succeed in this programme.  

*http://www.op.ac.nz/study/health-and-community/midwifery/
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