
The Irihapeti Ramsden Memorial 
Midwifery Scholarship
This Scholarship is offered to Māori who wish to study Midwifery 
at Otago Polytechnic. It provides fees reductions and whanau 
support to one successful applicant for the three years duration 
of the Bachelor of Midwifery degree programme.
Potential applicants are encouraged to contact the School of 
Midwifery at Otago Polytechnic:  
Freephone 0800 762 786 or email info@op.ac.nz
Applications for this Scholarship are due at the same time 
as applications to the Bachelor of Midwifery programme 
which close on the last Friday in August each year. However, 
late applications may be considered with late programme 
applications.

The inaugural Irihapeti Ramsden 
Memorial Midwifery Scholarship 
Recipient
Sacha Lloyd is of Kai Tahu and Welsh 
descent. She moved from Nelson 
with her husband and their two sons 
to Dunedin to undertake midwifery 
education at Otago Polytechnic in 2008.
Sacha was delighted and proud 
to be the inaugural recipient of the 

‘Irihapeti Ramsden Memorial Midwifery 
Scholarship’, which consists of reduced 
fees and support from Nga Maia.
Sacha integrates Tikaka Māori into her family’s everyday life and 
sees her learning of Tikaka as an ongoing process. She believes 
that having her midwifery degree bolstered by Taha Māori 
enables her to provide skilled empathic support to women in 
the community.

Irihapeti Ramsden
Dr Irihapeti Ramsden, of Kai Tahu and 
Rangitane ancestry, is credited with 
leading the nursing and midwifery 
professions in their journeys towards 
Cultural Safety.

Irihapeti’s work in Cultural Safety helped 
shape Midwifery Partnership as the 
embodiment of midwifery practice in New 
Zealand. We are honoured to acknowledge 
her contribution to midwifery, both here 
and internationally, through the creation 
of this Scholarship. We thank Irihapeti’s 
whanau for giving permission for us to 
name this Scholarship after Irihapeti.
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Irihapeti Ramsden
1946 – 2003

About Otago Polytechnic’s 
School of Midwifery
Otago Polytechnic’s School of Midwifery is recognised 
as a leader in midwifery education. We continuously 
strive to uphold the highest standards of theoretical 
knowledge and clinical excellence. You will receive 
a rigorous theoretical education in a supportive and 
caring learning environment, and spend a significant 
amount of time gaining midwifery practice experience 
across a wide range of settings including home, 
hospitals and community services.

Since 2009 Otago Polytechnic has provided a 
Bachelor of Midwifery programme. The programme 
utilises online and other distance modes of delivery 
for the benefit of students living outside Dunedin. 
Although there are a number of compulsory 
placements in Dunedin, much of the programme is 
able to be completed in other locations.

Forth Street, Private Bag 1910 
Dunedin 9016, New Zealand 
Telephone + 64 3 477 3014 
Facsimile + 64 3 471 6870
Freephone 0800 762 786

www.op.ac.nz
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Entry criteria for  
Bachelor of Midwifery
Applicants for the Bachelor of Midwifery must meet the 
academic entry criteria*, which include:

NCEA Level 3 
(60 credits at Level 3 or higher and 20 credits at Level 2 or higher), 
including:
> a minimum of 14 credits in each of three approved university 

entrance subjects as below:
 > Level 3 or higher in biology OR chemistry, and
 > Level 3 or higher in an English language-rich subject (such as 

English, history, art history, classics, geography or economics), and
 > Level 3 or higher from one other subject from list of approved 

university entrance subjects, and
 > remaining credits from either achievement or unit standards, and
> Literacy – 10 credits at Level 2 or above, made up of:
 > 5 credits in reading and 5 credits in writing, and
> Numeracy – 10 credits at Level 1 or above, made up of:
 > specified achievement standards available through a range of  

 subjects OR
 > package of three numeracy unit standards (26623, 26626, 26627  

 – all three required) 
OR you have a year-long Level 3-4 Health Science bridging course 

qualification. A Level 4 B+ average is required for entry including a 
B+ in a Level 4 bioscience course

OR you have a bachelor’s degree in any discipline (additional 
bioscience courses may be required)

OR you can demonstrate equivalence to the above academic entry 
criteria.

Please note: a minimum of 14 credits at Level 2 in chemistry if you 
hold 14 credits at Level 3 in biology OR a minimum of 14 credits at 
Level 2 in biology if you hold 14 credits or more in chemistry will be an 
advantage.
> You must submit your curriculum vitae and an essay demonstrating 

your commitment to midwifery and any life experience relevant to 
midwifery and/or women’s health.

> You must demonstrate self-responsibility in relation to learning and 
practice and the personal qualities appropriate for midwifery practice 
such as strong communication skills and a demonstrated interest in 
women’s and childrens health. 

> You must provide the names and email addresses of two referees 
who can attest to your suitability to train as a midwife. One must 
be from an employer/community group and the other an academic 
referee; referees must be persons of standing in the community who 
are not friends or relatives. Please see more information about the 
referee reports in the Completing your application section below. 

> You must provide a health declaration and current First Aid 
Certificate (including proficiency in CPR – NQF unit standards 6401 
and 6402 OR equivalent).

> You must provide a conviction declaration and you will be required 
to provide permission for a Police Check to ensure you meet the 
requirements of the Vulnerable Children’s Act 2014.

> You must provide a verified copy of your full driver’s license. 
> You must have good computer skills.

> International students will be individually assessed to ensure that 
they meet the Bachelor of Midwifery degree-level entry requirements 
and must have achieved the equivalent of Year 13 biology or 
chemistry (both would be an advantage), and Year 11 mathematics. 
> If English is not your first language, you must also demonstrate 
English language skills equivalent to an IELTS (academic) overall band 
score of 7.0, with no less than 6.5 in writing and reading, and no less 
than 7.0 in speaking and listening.

Please check our website www.op.ac.nz for the most up-to-date 
entry requirements for this programme. 

About Nga Maia  
o Aotearoa me  
Te Waipounamu
Nga Maia o Aotearoa me Te Wai Pounamu  
(Nga Maia) is the national organization of midwives  
and whanau promoting and supporting Māori birthing.
In 2006 Nga Maia developed Turanga Kaupapa to give clear 
guidelines on Tangata Whenua values and provide cultural 
guidelines for midwifery practice to ensure that cultural 
requirements are met for Māori women during pregnancy and 
childbirth. 
Turanga Kaupapa have been adopted by both the Midwifery 
Council of New Zealand and the New Zealand College of 
Midwives (NZCOM) as one mechanism to give life and meaning 
to midwifery’s recognition of Māori as Tangata Whenua and to 
midwifery’s obligations under the Treaty of Waitangi.

Potential applicants who do not have academic entry criteria may 
be interested in our Certificate in Health (Level 4) programme 
which will assist students to achieve the required academic entry 
criteria. You can apply online at www.op.ac.nz. An application 
pack will be sent to you.

Certificate in Health (Level 4)
The Certificate in Health (Level 4) programme is provided by 
the School of Social Services at Otago Polytechnic. It provides 
core programmes in areas such as academic communication, 
mathematics and bioscience for health, as well as an introduction 
to midwifery.

Duration
One year, full-time – or part-time options in second semester for 
students with appropriate pre-requisites.

Location
The programme is provided flexibly using blended delivery models 
that include online resources and face-to-face seminar blocks in 
Dunedin or Kapiti.

The Irihapeti Ramsden  
Memorial Midwifery 
Scholarship
Otago Polytechnic and Nga Maia o Aotearoa me Te Wai 
Pounamu (Nga Maia) recognise the need to increase the 
numbers of Māori midwives. To reach this goal the Irihapeti 
Ramsden Memorial Midwifery Scholarship has been established 
by Otago Polytechnic in partnership with Nga Maia.

The Irihapeti Ramsden Memorial Midwifery Scholarship offers 
fees subsidies to one Māori midwifery student accepted for the 
Bachelor of Midwifery programme at Otago Polytechnic each 
year. Nga Maia facilitates provision of whanau support for the 
Scholarship recipients during their studies.

The level of fee subsidy offered through this Scholarship is:

Year One – Otago Polytechnic will reduce the student fee 
component by 50 percent.
Year Two – Otago Polytechnic will reduce the student fee 
component by 75 percent.
Year Three – Otago Polytechnic will reduce the student fee 
component by 100 percent.

The usual academic requirements for progression through the 
programme must be met.

To apply
A letter of application for the Scholarship detailing the student’s 
reasons for applying, their whakapapa and any other information 
they consider relevant is to be included with their application 
for the Bachelor of Midwifery programme. By applying, you are 
consenting for your academic transcript to be shared with the 
Nga Maia Board.

Applications are due by the last Friday in August each year.  
However, late applications may be considered. Please include 
the name and phone number of two referees with your 
application.

Selection process for Scholarship
Applicant letters will be considered by both School of Midwifery 
staff and the Nga Maia Board.

Applicants will be notified of the School’s and Board’s decision in 
writing in their first year in the programme

For further information, please contact  
the School of Midwifery:
Freephone 0800 762 786    Email info@op.ac.nz


