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Veterinary Clinic Work Placement – Practical Skills List 
New Zealand Certificate in Animal Technology (Level 5) (Veterinary Nursing Assistant) (NZCAT VNA) 
 
Work Placement Supervisor: please retain this list for future reference. 
 
Practicum  Skills 

Practicum 1 Skill list 1 
Hygiene, Husbandry and Handling, including: 

- Assess demeanour and body language 
- Safely move animals within the facility   
- Select and use correct PPE prior to cleaning animal housing 
- Choose appropriate disinfection agent and dilute to correct strength for use 
- Clean animal housing - cages, kennels, runs. 
- Dispose of wastes at the animal facility 
- Prepare a cage for an animal 
- Prepare a litter tray for a cat/rabbit 
- Provide appropriate food and water for an animal 
- Provide grooming for an animal 
- Provide toileting opportunities for kennelled dogs 
- Restrain a bird for a routine procedure 
- Restrain a rabbit for a routine procedure 
- Perform a distance examination of an animal to check for obvious 

abnormalities 
- Take a respiration rate and record accurately 
- Apply a topical flea product to a dog or cat 

Practicum 1 Skill list 2 
- Administer oral medication to a cat 
- Administer aural medication (dog or cat) 
- Administer ophthalmic medication (dog or cat) 
- Restrain for nail clip (*may perform this) 
- Apply a muzzle to a dog 
- Apply a towel wrap to restrain a cat 
- Restrain for cephalic venepuncture 
- Restrain for jugular venepuncture 
- Prepare equipment, handle and store blood samples  
- Prepare equipment and collect a free-flow urine sample from a dog 
- Collect and store a faeces or vomit sample 
- Take a heart rate and record accurately as per clinic procedure 
- Take a pulse rate and record accurately as per clinic procedure 
- Take a temperature and record accurately as per clinic procedure 
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Practicum  Skills 

Practicum 2 Skill list 3 
- Prepare personal protective equipment and the x-ray machine prior to use 
- Assist with radiographic imaging and positioning of a patient 
- Clean the theatre at the beginning of the day and set up the operating table 

ready for surgery 
- Prepare and maintain electric clippers 
- Clip and aseptically prepare a patient for surgery 
- Package samples for sending to an external laboratory 
- Assist with intubation 
- Monitor a low-risk patient under sedation 
- Monitor a low-risk patient under anaesthesia 
- Clean instruments, package a surgical kit and sterilise it, according to clinic 

protocol 
- Clean the theatre at the end of the day 

Practicum 2 Skill list 4 
- Dispense oral medication including calculation, dispensing, labelling 
- Draw up, label and administer a subcutaneous injection 
- Prepare equipment for fluid therapy and set up an IV fluid drip as directed 
- Administer a subcutaneous injection under direct supervision 
- Assist with IV catheter placement and removal 
- Select and prepare equipment as directed for induction of anaesthesia of a cat 
- Select and prepare equipment as directed for induction of anaesthesia for a 

dog over 15kg 
- Monitor and accurately record vital signs for an inpatient – TPR, MM, CRT, 

Pain 
 

Please feel free to contact us should you have any questions. 
 
 
 
School of Veterinary Nursing 
vetnursing@op.ac.nz  
0800 762 786 
 
 
Note to Student: please print this list and leave with your Work Placement Supervisor. 

mailto:vetnursing@op.ac.nz
http://www.op.ac.nz/
mailto:vetnursing@op.ac.nz

