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At Otago Polytechnic, we believe art education is about 
creating strong individuals who can make their own way 
in the world – not only in art, but within many other fields 
of visual culture. Our programmes are available for part-
time and full-time study allowing our students to earn 
qualifications in their own time and at their own pace. 

We extend our greetings to Kai Tahu, Kati Mamoe, and 
Waitaha as the mana whenua of this area. 

Ka waiwai kā rikatoi ki te porihaka; ka whakanikoniko kā 
rikatoi o mātou marama o te ao i kā mea, ikā tūāhua hou, 
whakamere whakapātari hōki.

Kei Te Kura Matatini ki Otago, e whakapono mātou ko te 
matauraka o te mahi toi ki te auaha kā takata kaha e haere 
ana ki roto i te ao – kei roto i te mahi toi, kei roto i era atu 
akoraka ā whatu hoki. Ka wātea a mātou whakahaereka mo 
te wā kikī, mo te wā haurua ranei, hei whakaaroaro kā akoka 
ki te mau o rātou tohu kei āna wā kei āna whakamātau.

Ka tukua kā mihi ki te mana whenua o tēnei whenua ko Kai 
Tahu, Kati Mamoe Waitaha, Rapuwai hoki.

We are New Zealand’s first art school, 
established in 1870. Our innovative and expert 
tuition will foster your pursuit of excellence in 
visual arts and culture, and encourage you to 
develop versatility and self-sufficiency as an artist.

Artists are essential to society; 
they enhance our understanding 
of the world by creating objects 
and situations that are new, 
interesting and challenging. 
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Duration: Three years (full-time)

Location: Dunedin

Level: 7

Start: February

Fee: Domestic (approx): $6,190 (first year) 
 International (approx): $20,750 (first year)

Application: Preferred by 30 September –  
 later applications may be accepted   
 if places are available

Become creative makers and thinkers as you select from a range 
of subjects in the first semester and then begin to specialise. 
Through directed and independent learning, you will develop 
technical, academic and personal skills enabling you to pursue a 
career as an artist and researcher.

Choose from eight specialties: Ceramics; Electronic Arts; 
Jewellery and Metalsmithing; Painting; Photography; Printmaking; 
Sculpture; Textiles. Find out more about these disciplines from 
page 6.

Entry requirements
> Five years of secondary school education.
> 42 NCEA credits at Level 3 or higher including in English, art, 

art history or similar OR equivalent.
> If you do not hold the above qualifications, you must 

demonstrate appropriate ability through a portfolio and 
associated writing.

> All applicants must submit a portfolio. For more information on 
preparing a portfolio, please see page 19.

> If English is not your first language, you must also 
demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, scoring at least 6.0 in 
each band.

Further study options

> Graduate Diploma in Visual Arts > Postgraduate Diploma in 
Visual Arts > Master of Visual Arts > Master of Fine Arts

Duration: Two years (full-time)

Location:  Distance

Options:  Full-time, part-time

Level:  6 or 7

Start:  February

Fee:  Domestic (approx): $5,906 (first year) 
 International (approx): $20,750 (first year)

Application:  Preferred by 30 September –  
 later applications may be accepted   
 if places are available

Undertake New Zealand’s only specialised tertiary programme in 
ceramic arts, which combines a wide range of practices and 
techniques for creating an array of forms and imagery. Develop a 
comprehensive knowledge of glaze and kiln-handling. You will 
study ceramics theory by distance and undertake practical 
classes at locations in Auckland, Hamilton, Wellington, Otaki, 
Hawkes Bay, Nelson and Christchurch, or alongside an 
established master potter.

Entry requirements
> At least four years of secondary education. 

> You must demonstrate an interest in art.

> You must submit a portfolio. For more information on preparing 
a portfolio, please see page 19.

> If English is not your first language, you must also 
demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 5.5.

Further study options 
> Bachelor of Visual Arts > Graduate Diploma in Visual Arts  
> Postgraduate Diploma in Visual Arts > Master of Visual Arts 
> Master of Fine Arts

Bachelor of  
Visual Arts

Diploma in 
Ceramic Arts
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Bachelor of Visual Arts (Honours)  
Undertake this one year, full-time postgraduate qualification 
culminating in an exhibition and writings demonstrating intellectual 
rigour and professional expertise. This research-focused 
programme is ideal if you are a high achiever who intends to 
pursue further study.

Postgraduate Certificate in Visual Arts 
If you are seeking initial engagement in postgraduate study and 
research, this full-time, one semester programme is for you. 
Produce a body of critically-engaged studio work and write a set 
essay on an aspect of related research methodology.

Postgraduate Diploma in Visual Arts 
Further develop your undergraduate skills, knowledge and 
experience of the history and contemporary conventions of your 
field. You will be guided to create a structured, systematic and 
professional body of work supported by writing which 
demonstrates contemporary relevance.

Master of Visual Arts 
Develop and display mastery of the professional, technical and 
conceptual skills relevant to your chosen field through an original 
exhibition and associated writing. Gain a deeper understanding 
through practical and theory-based research to provide you with 
higher employment opportunities in the arts sector.

Master of Fine Arts 
Practising artists will especially benefit from this focused, in-depth 
research project spanning two years. The programme leads to a 
public exhibition and dissertation reflecting your knowledge and 
competence in art practices and theories, and contemporary 
society and culture.

Please contact the Dunedin School of Art for further information 
about these programmes, including entry requirements and start/
application dates and fees.

Duration: One year (full-time)

Location: Dunedin

Options: Full-time, part-time

Level:  7

Start:  February

Fee:  Domestic (approx): $6,190 
 International (approx): $20,750

Application:  Preferred by 30 September –  
 later applications may be accepted   
 if places are available

If you already hold a degree and would like to develop your visual 
arts skills, this programme offers you the opportunity to undertake 
an intensive, personalised course of study. A team of advisors will 
help you determine a pathway of study suited to your goals and 
requirements.

Entry requirements
> You must demonstrate practical, professional or educational   

experience equivalent to a bachelor’s degree or other Level 7  
qualification.

> If English is not your first language, you must also   
demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS   
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, scoring at least 6.0 in   
each band.

Further study options 
> Postgraduate Diploma in Visual Arts > Master of Visual Arts 
> Master of Fine Arts

Postgraduate 
programmes

Graduate Diploma 
in Visual Arts
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Duration: One year (full-time)

Location: Dunedin, some courses available in Central Otago

Options: Full-time, part-time

Level:  4

Start:  February

Fee:  Domestic (approx): $6,287 
 International (approx): $19,710

Application:  Preferred by 30 November –  
 later applications may be accepted  
 if places are available

If you are not sure which creative career to pursue or you want to 
develop a portfolio for application to a degree, this programme is 
for you. Gain a foundation in drawing and mixed media, creative 
process, digital design and choose from a range of Fashion, 
Product, Interiors and Communication Design, Visual Arts and 
Information Technology options.

Entry requirements

> You must submit a portfolio of work and a curriculum vitae to 
be considered as part of a selection process. For more 
information on preparing a portfolio, please see page 19.

> If English is not your first language, you must also 
demonstrate English language skills equivalent to an IELTS 
overall band score (academic) of 6.0, scoring at least 6.0 in 
writing and speaking, and at least 5.5 in reading and listening.

Further study options 
> Bachelor of Visual Arts > Bachelor of Design (Communication, 
Fashion, Interiors or Product) > Bachelor of Information Technology 
 
This programme is delivered by the School of Design.  
Please see www.op.ac.nz/design for more detailed information.

Certificate in 
Creative Studies

 R
ohana W

eaver, B
FA

 2009



6 Art History  
and Theory

Drawing06

Researching, writing, debating and critiquing are essential 
skills if you work in the visual arts, helping you to position 
your own work in the wider context of contemporary art.

We offer semester-long courses and shorter seminar 
blocks enabling in-depth consideration of specific art 
movements and concepts. In the final year of our degree 
programmes, you will contextualise your own artwork in a 
longer research essay. 

Your learning will be informed by our renowned artist 
seminar series, delivered as a public lecture programme. 
Artists and theorists deliver presentations in this weekly 
forum, often followed by in-depth tutorial discussion in an 
afternoon session. 

Our programmes recognise the bicultural nature of 
Aotearoa/New Zealand and Otago Polytechnic/Te Kura 
Matatini ki Otago and its relationships with Kai Tahu. We 
look at the recent past and the legacies of modernism, 
and also consider earlier histories and contexts.

Drawing is regarded as an essential prerequisite to the 
development of many visual arts activities. It is taught 
both as a research tool for artists and as an expressive 
medium in itself for visualising, exploring, interpreting and 
communicating ideas.

Gain a range of skills, centred around two areas of study: 
observation and project drawing. Observational drawing 
involves traditional skills, or rendering, and encourages 
mind-eye co-ordination. Project drawing develops 
conceptual and experimental approaches and may occur 
in two or three dimensions, time-based media and/or 
sound. Students work towards thematically organised 
folios and are encouraged to link their drawing to their 
studio practice and theory classes.

Isabella Harrex, “Us in our twenties” Beth Mine, Year 4 BFA 2008, “Family Setting no.4” (detail) 



Ceramics

Ceramics allows students to explore three-dimensional 
expression. Ceramic work can range from innovative, 
figurative and sculptural pieces to finely-made vessels.

Study Ceramics as a contemporary art practice at Otago 
Polytechnic and be part of the only dedicated ceramics 
studio in New Zealand. You will benefit from an emphasis 
on hands-on experimentation in clay making workshops. 
Become familiar with glaze technologies and develop ways 
of working that are appropriate for your artistic ideas. 

Emphasis is on exploration and experimentation by 
extending the material qualities, processes and potential of 
ceramics as a medium for contemporary art practice. You 
will develop individual projects which explore ceramics as a 
medium with its own formal language, skills and history. The 
department has wood, salt, electric and gas kilns, electric 
wheels and online research facilities for student use.

Electronic Arts

Recently, the way we live our lives has changed. 
Computers, communication technologies and 
manufacturing processes have transformed our social lives 
and the ways in which we make things and interact with 
each other. 

Art practices have developed to reflect this and to 
make critical comment on the positive and negative 
manifestations of this rapid change. Through the study of 
contemporary and historical practice, you will engage with 
Electronic Arts and reflect on their position in the art world.

You will work with a range of media, including video 
and moving image, animation, projection, sound and 
installation. Develop skills with cameras, sound equipment 
and technologies such as 3D printing, laser cutting and 
projection mapping in order to create artworks that 
combine various digital techniques. 

Liz Fea, BVA 2009 Alex Mackinnon, BFA 2009
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8 Jewellery and 
Metalsmithing

Painting08

Develop your artistic eye and practical skills with the 
understanding that the fundamental reference for jewellery 
is the human body. 

Jewellery uses a visual language based on interaction, 
communication and contact, and may be expressive 
and intimate or aggressively provocative. Art, objects 
and adornment for the body use an unlimited palette of 
materials from precious metal and stone to recycled waste.

Any material may be explored for its appropriateness to a 
concept, function, aesthetic, process or identity in the field 
of jewellery and metalsmithing.

Here is an opportunity to develop your artwork so it is 
relevant to today’s society and to international and national 
contemporary practice. That is the focus of this specialty, 
although you will also be encouraged to investigate 
painting discoveries and methodologies in recent centuries. 

Each stage of the Bachelor of Visual Arts programme 
presents an organi sed and measured understanding of the 
techniques, theories and approaches available to the artist 
today.

Develop the knowledge and techniques to produce works 
for exhibition, and develop an understanding of art history 
and related theories to facilitate rigour, self-criticism and 
confidence.

 Photographer: Lindsay SomervilleClaire Rewa, Year 4 BFA 2007, ‘Big flared bend; Little flared bend’
Photographer: Shirin Khosraviani



Printmaking

Our internationally-renowned Printmaking studio is well 
established and the leading one of its kind in  
New Zealand. 

You will work and learn in our spacious studios and 
well-equipped workshops, designed to enable students, 
staff and professional artists to study and practice a 
comprehensive range of printmaking processes and related 
techniques. These include relief, intaglio, lithography, 
screen-printing and photo-based digital printmaking.

Experienced and award-winning staff members monitor 
these programmes, which help you research, explore and 
develop creative concepts. 

Photography

Gain a solid foundation in the practical and theoretical 
components of black and white, colour and alternative 
photographic processes. Use and explore a range of 
equipment and techniques in our well-designed facility, 
including digital and underwater processes. 

Personal direction is underpinned by the development of 
relevant theoretical frameworks. Understand the principles 
and history of photography as you study different 
photographic approaches, such as the antiquarian, 
formalist, documentary, fabricated or manipulated. 

The learning environment is both supportive and challenging, 
incorporating discussion, dialogue and critical debate. 
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 Photographer: Lindsay Somerville Hannah McCrostie, BFA 2009



TextilesSculpture

Develop a sculptural language through studio workshops 
focusing on drawing, form and spatial analysis. 

This department is equipped to international standards 
with separate workshops for wood, metal and plastics 
fabrication, a modelling and casting studio and specialist 
facilities for ceramic shell bronze casting, metal forging, 
vacuum forming and spray painting. Senior students work 
on individual programmes that promote independence and 
individuality through self-directed practical and theoretical 
research.

An emphasis is placed on the philosophical understanding 
of historical approaches and the means of the 
development of different formats in individual media.

Major in Textiles in a visual arts context, examining the 
value of cloth and its relationship to the body, different 
genders and classes and material culture. The field of 
textiles practice can encompass many approaches such 
as sculptural, 2D and site-specific artworks. 

We specialise in print and construction processes that 
employ a variety of surface treatments, such as  
screen-print methods using pigment ink, dye, discharge 
and burnout applications, manual and digital embroidery 
and 3D sewing. Extend the language of textiles to 
communicate diverse ideas and explore your own 
approach to studio practice.
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Karen Taiaroa, PGDip 2010 / Photographer: Chris SullivanSacha Lauchlan, BFA 2010



11 Programme pathways
Notes:
Except where noted, completion 
of one programme does not 
guarantee entry to a higher level 
programme.

Direct entry is available 
upon successful 
completion of linked 
programme

Programme offered  
by Otago Polytechnic 
School of Design

Graduate Diploma  
in Visual Arts 
1 year

Master of  
Visual Arts
1 year

Postgraduate 
Diploma  
in Visual Arts 
1 year
The PGDipVA may become the 
first year towards your MVA

Bachelor of Visual Arts
3 years

Postgraduate 
Certificate  
in Visual Arts 
6 mths
The PGCertVA may become the 
first 6 months towards your PGDipVA

Certificate in
Creative Studies
Programme offered by 
Otago Polytechnic School of 
Design:

www.op.ac.nz/design

Master of Fine Arts 
2 years

Bachelor of Visual 
Arts (Honours)  
1 year

11
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Principal Lecturer Clive Humphreys helping install an artwork, SITE 2012

The ability to understand and use your creativity allows 
you to contribute significantly to your community in both 
expected and unexpected ways. Our graduates are vital, 
happy and successful people who can be both practical 
and visionary. These attributes are highly valued in a 
variety of fields including the art world, education, design, 
management and marketing. 

Our graduates may become practising artists in various 
disciplines and media, and/or enter a wide range of 
professions including:

> Art Director  
   (film/video/print)

> Art Dealer

> Art Critic

> Art Therapist

> Artists’ Agent

> Curator

> Lecturer

> Illustrator

> Designer

> Photojournalist

> Prop Maker 

> Researcher

> Set Designer

> Sign Writer

> Colour Consultant.

Career opportunities

14
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Our staff
We are focused on delivering art education that creates 
strong individuals able to make their own way in the world - 
not only in art, but in many other fields of visual culture.

The success of our students is partly due to our dedicated 
and encouraging staff members who have a passion for 
education and their own artistic practice and research. 

Our lecturers exhibit and publish regularly both locally and 
further afield and are active participants in New Zealand’s 
artistic communities. The research activities of our staff place 
the Polytechnic’s School of Art amongst the best in its field. 

Nowhere is the Polytechnic’s emphasis on applied learning 
and exploration more clearly demonstrated than at the 
Dunedin School of Art, where staff members lead by 
example and deliver the kind of personalised learning that  
is sought by art students nationwide and internationally. 

Researchers and students also publish articles and artists’ 
pages in Otago Polytechnic’s two refereed publications: 

Junctures: The Journal for Thematic Dialogue  
www.junctures.org 

Scope: Contemporary Research Topics (Art and Design) 
www.thescopes.org

Professor Leoni Schmidt, Head of School / Postgraduate Theory Supervisor in discussion with students
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SITE exhibitions
SITE is the highly-anticipated end-of-year exhibition 
created by final-year students of the Bachelor of Visual 
Arts programme. As our annual, public exhibition, SITE 
launches our students into the art world.

For one week in November, the Dunedin School of Art 
is transformed into a living gallery as studio spaces, work 
rooms, corridors and outdoor areas make way for artists to 
show amongst their peers. The results make for inspiring, 
thought-provoking and, at times, challenging shows.

The artists are on hand to speak with audiences about 
their work. SITE is an accomplishment for each artist 
involved, and undoubtedly one of the true highlights of  
the city’s vibrant art calendar.

16
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1818 Dunedin’s arts 
community
Dunedin is often described as an ‘arts city’ because of its 
strong reputation in both education and the visual arts.

Indeed, the Dunedin School of Art is the oldest in the 
country, and continues to offer top-quality facilities and 
teaching for those wishing to undertake a visual arts 
education.

Adding to this history is the Dunedin Public Art Gallery, 
established in 1884. Hosting world-class exhibitions, 
the gallery is renowned for the depth and richness of 
its collection, its close working relationship with major 
New Zealand artists, its Visiting Artist Programme and 
the exceptional quality of its exhibition and publishing 
programmes.

Artist-run galleries, such as the Blue Oyster Gallery, give 
audiences the opportunity to experience art made without 
commercial boundaries. Dunedin boasts a large number  
of dealer galleries which also offer high-quality exhibitions 
of local and national artists. 

Other Dunedin institutions such as the Frances Hodgkins 
Fellowship and the Hocken Library and Gallery stem from 
the University of Otago, adding an important layer to 
Dunedin’s contemporary visual arts.

The city also has a reputation for strength in other creative 
areas: performing arts at Allen Hall and the Fortune 
Theatre; the biennial Otago Festival of the Arts; the 
Dunedin Fringe Festival; and plenty of live music owing to 
the spirit of the iconic Dunedin music scene. 
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Portfolio and writing 
requirements 
Portfolio requirement

We require examples of your artwork and the ways that 
you develop your ideas. Your examples need to show us 
your working processes and your ability to use a range of 
materials. 

If you have been working in the NCEA system please send 
us six (6) examples of your finished works and six (6) of 
your working processes from your folders. 

If you have not been working within the NCEA system 
please send us six (6) examples of finished work and six (6) 
pages of sketches or workbook pages. 

Please submit your portfolio digitally or in an A4 folder. Do 
not submit originals as we do not return application folders.  

Writing requirement

Please include with your portfolio: 

1. An essay or a written text of at least a page (300 words).  
 You may include writing produced for any of your NCEA  
 subjects or if you don’t have these, you may write a new  
 piece on any topic of your choice. 

2. A double-spaced letter of not more than one page (300  
 words) explaining why you want to come to art school  
 and what your experiences of art may have been to  
 date. This may include all or some of the following: 

 > Why art is important to you, the community  
 and the wider world; 
 > Your expectations for your own future after your studies; 
 > Art galleries you may be familiar with; 
 > Artists whose work you may know; 
 > Art skills that you may have gained already. 

Applications are preferred by September 30.  
All late applications will be considered. 

If you need further information, please contact us on  
0800 762 786.

Tom
 M

ackie, Year 4 B
FA

 2008 / P
hotographer: Lindsay S
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erville
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Forth Street, Private Bag 1910 
Dunedin 9016, New Zealand 
Telephone + 64 3 477 3014 
Facsimile + 64 3 471 6870
Freephone (NZ) 0800 762 786

www.op.ac.nz

N E W  Z E A L A N D


