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OP worth $255 
million to Otago
Otago Polytechnic injected $255 million into the 
Otago region in 2015, with a global economic 
impact valued at $290 million.

Otago Polytechnic Chief Executive Phil Ker comments 
that the report illustrates the institute’s significance 
to the Otago region. “As one of Dunedin’s larger 
employers, Otago Polytechnic’s value to the Otago 
economy is considerable,” he says. “Our enrolments 
continue to grow in contrast to a downward trend 
in the sector generally, which is very positive for the 
region.”

In 2015, Otago Polytechnic had 4333 equivalent full-
time students (more than 7200 students by headcount) 
– an increase of 1.5% on 2014. Approximately 57% of 
Otago Polytechnic students come from outside Otago: 
32% from the North Island; 14% from overseas; and 
the remaining 11% from elsewhere in the South Island.

The Polytechnic employed 674 staff in 2015 (504 
full-time equivalents). In addition, 2454 FTE jobs were 
supported throughout the national economy as a result 
of direct Otago Polytechnic expenditure, 2129 of them 
in Dunedin.

“We have a direct influence on local economic 
development, but the wider flow-on effects are even 
greater and extend to many sectors of the local and 
national economies,” says Mr Ker. “Our commitment 
to providing career-focused, experiential learning and 
further strengthening links with industry and community 
organisations, will ensure continued benefits to Otago 
and New Zealand.”

Celebrating  
2016

For 50 years, Otago Polytechnic has been a 
leader in hands-on, career-focused education.  
Our expert staff are dedicated to the success of 
our learners and it shows – we have some of 
the best student achievement and satisfaction 
results in Australasia, and our graduates earn 
resounding endorsements from their employers.

From modest beginnings offering night classes and 
a handful of full-time courses, we are now a national 
provider teaching well over 100 programmes in 
a variety of fields, with qualifications ranging from 
certificates through to masters’ degrees.

Our golden anniversary is a wonderful opportunity to 
reflect on our past, share memories and celebrate 
many successes. It is also a chance to look ahead to 
ensure we build on these in the future. Although Otago 
Polytechnic is a small institution, we strive to make 
a difference regionally, nationally and internationally 
and we have the strengths, talents and self-belief to 
continue providing world-class education as New 
Zealand’s leading polytechnic.

Thank you for joining us in celebrating our 50th 
anniversary – an important milestone in our journey to 
be a great institution!

Phil Ker 
Chief Executive 

Over the past 50 years, Otago Polytechnic 
has grown into one of the country’s best and 
most innovative tertiary education institutes.

When we opened our doors for the first time all those 
years ago, we offered a selection of night classes for 
trades and technical students, and a few full-time 
courses largely in arts and commerce. 

Since then, we have become one of New Zealand’s 
leading providers of quality, career-focused learning. 
Our influence has extended beyond Dunedin as well, 
with our thriving Central campus in Cromwell offering 
programmes tailored to the local environment and 
industries, and our Auckland International Campus 
experiencing exponential growth in its English 
language, Business and Fashion offerings. 

As demand for our programmes increases, we are 
finding new ways to make higher education more 
accessible. We lead the way in the assessment of 
prior learning through our school, Capable NZ, where 
people’s knowledge and abilities are recognised and 
credited towards formal qualifications. Our work-based 
learning model allows students to tailor their learning to 
their workplace and to complete their qualifications on 
the job without having to go back to the classroom.

Otago Polytechnic is spearheading the establishment 
of the Open Education Resource University, where 
anyone can study academic courses for free, only 
paying fees if they wish to be assessed and awarded 
academic credits for their efforts. And we are proud 
partners in the exciting national online learning initiative, 
the TANZ e-Campus, which enables people to learn 
online at their own pace in their preferred locations. 

The future of tertiary education is a dynamic and 
exciting one. Otago Polytechnic is well-positioned to 
meet the varied learning needs of our communities  
and the evolving requirements of industry in the  
years ahead.

Otago  
Polytechnic  – past and future



FOOD DESIGN 
delights 

Campus revamp revitalises
Our Dunedin campus has a new heart with  
the opening of The Hub, a new communal 
social and study space that bustles with 
activity and vitality.

The Hub is part of our new Mason Centre complex 
on Forth Street which provides a welcoming reception 
point for visitors and connects our redeveloped F, G 
and H Blocks. Overlooking our courtyard and Living 
Campus gardens, The Hub is a popular gathering 
point for students and staff alike.

Many notable features of the building were conceived in 
partnership with Kai Tahu tangata whenua, including a 
pounamu touchstone at the entrance, striking overhead 
lighting representing albatross wings, and a multi-
coloured carpet patchwork that signifies hikoi (travel) 
amongst the lands and waterways of our local area. 

The facility was officially opened in February by our 
distinguished alumnus Nigel Bamford, co-founder and 
chief executive of gas fire manufacturing company Escea.

The opportunity to learn from some of the 
world’s most celebrated and innovative food 
experts proved a major drawcard for this year’s 
sell-out International Food Design Conference 
and Studio.

Held at our Dunedin campus, the event was a 
resounding success, attracting 150 delegates and 
keynote speakers of exceptional calibre.

Conceived and hosted by Otago Polytechnic’s Food 
Design Institute, the theme of the three-day event was  
The Human Touch, recognising the stories and 
influence of people who grow, manufacture and 
prepare our food.

This year’s keynote speakers were New Zealand 
celebrity chef Al Brown, food design artist Marije 
Vogelzang of The Netherlands, and Nigerian chef and 
food designer Michael Ade Elegbede.

The blended programme of keynote addresses and 
hands-on workshops again proved a winning formula, 
with food professionals such as chefs, restaurateurs, 
hospitality teachers, food producers and writers in 
attendance – and even some highly-engaged foodies.

Demonstrating their design and technical skills and flair, 
students of Otago Polytechnic’s renowned food design 
degree, the Bachelor of Culinary Arts, created the show-
stopping Gala Dinner that closed the Conference.
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This year, six of our Bachelor of Design (Fashion) 
graduates were chosen for the flagship iD Dunedin 
Fashion Show: Sharlee Ghent, Andrea Short, Britt Pooley, 
Kenya Quin, Amy Dunn and Joseph Hollebon. They were 
fortunate enough to share the catwalk with this year’s 
international guest designer, Emilia Wickstead, a firm 
favourite of the Duchess of Cambridge.

Now in their 12th year, the iD International Emerging 
Designer Awards are a major highlight of the week. 
Presented in partnership with Otago Polytechnic, the 
2016 Awards attracted 150 entries from fashion students 
the world over, with 39 of them shortlisted as finalists. 
Distinguished judges Denise L’estrange-Corbet, Adrian 
Hailwood, Tanya Carlson, Sara Munro and Emilia 
Wickstead chose Australian Jordan Anderson as the 
supreme winner for his bold, 90s-inspired take on 
sportswear. Otago Polytechnic’s Sophie Ball snagged the 
most commercial collection award for her designs, which 
featured covetable dinosaur-print jackets and caps.

Among the 
world’s BEST!
Our Bachelor of Design (Fashion) has been ranked 
in the world’s top 50 bachelor’s degrees in fashion* 

– the only New Zealand qualification on the list and 
one of just four from Australasia!

The prestigious Global Fashion School Rankings put out 
by the London-based digital repository, The Business of 
Fashion, are determined using strict assessment criteria.

“We are absolutely thrilled to receive this international 
stamp of approval,” says Margo Barton, Academic Leader: 
Fashion at Otago Polytechnic’s School of Design. “This 
ranking is an acknowledgement of the wonderful, world-
class team we have here – staff, students, graduates and 
industry – working, learning and achieving together. Otago 
Polytechnic educated students are recognised as coming 
from one of the top fashion schools internationally.”

Fashion forward
Dunedin’s fashion scene flourishes despite the 
city’s relative isolation – perhaps even because of 
it. The annual event that shines a light on this 
unique place and its dynamic fashion industry is  
iD Dunedin Fashion Week. 

Our students and graduates are perfectly placed to benefit 
from this showcase, and each year a select few are 
offered the dream opportunity to show their collections 
alongside New Zealand fashion royalty, such as Zambesi, 
Kate Sylvester and Company of Strangers.



1966
Otago Polytechnic opens its doors 
on Stuart Street, Dunedin

1964
The name ‘Otago Polytechnic’ is chosen 
for the new tertiary institution

1969
We introduce the first block courses in basic 
cookery to provide training for caterers in the 
tourist industry

2013
Otago Polytechnic  
announces $20 million  
student accommodation project

2012
Opening of Auckland International Campus on  
Queen Street, in partnership with Future Skills Academy

2006
Introduction of a wave of 
new degree programmes

2016
Official opening of The Hub and Mason 
Centre at our Dunedin campus

1977
Opening of New Zealand’s  
first tertiary training restaurant 
open to the public

1870
David Hutton opens New 
Zealand’s first art school – 
the Dunedin School of Art



1982
Otago Polytechnic joins the computer 
age when a ‘master computer’ arrives

1986
First horticulture courses 
offered in Central Otago

1987-88
Opening of A-F Blocks on  
the Forth Street campus

1989
Official opening of the new $20 million 
campus by the governor-general

2000
Modern apprenticeships offered – aimed at increasing 
the number of apprenticeships in New Zealand

1994
Graduation of the first degree recipients – 
Bachelor of Nursing and Bachelor of Midwifery

1991
Introduction of first bachelors’ 
degrees at Otago Polytechnic

1980
Shift begins to interim locations adjacent to 
the proposed Forth Street campus

1985
Introduction of the first full-time polytechnic 
tourism course in New Zealand



SUPPORTING OUR  
new residents
When Dunedin was confirmed as a 
resettlement centre for dozens of former 
refugees from Syria, Otago Polytechnic staff 
were keen to help the city’s newest residents 
adjust to their adopted home.

In June, a group of about 15 people visited our 
Dunedin campus gardens to learn more about 
local plants and growing conditions. They enjoyed 
demonstrations of practical horticulture techniques for 
southern conditions and received information about 
herbs and culinary plants, composting and beekeeping. 
They were also able to take some plants home to their 
own gardens. 

In addition, our College of Enterprise and Development 
refurbished 23 ex-classroom computers and gifted 
them to local Syrian families through the Red Cross.

“These projects have been a way in which we at Otago 
Polytechnic have been able to extend our heartfelt 
welcome to these new Dunedin residents,” explains 
English Language Centre Team Leader, Aaron Blaker.

OP takes degree  
to China
Otago Polytechnic has launched an engineering 
degree in China, in a move that will eventually 
bring up to 120 Chinese students to Dunedin  
each year.

Our Bachelor of Engineering Technology (Mechanical 
Engineering) has been approved by the Chinese 
government, and the qualification will be delivered in 
partnership with China’s Dalian Ocean University. Three 
years of the four-year degree will be completed in China, 
with Otago Polytechnic lecturers traveling there to deliver 
parts of the programme. Students will then complete 
their final year on campus at Otago Polytechnic in 
Dunedin. 

“This is a significant development which reflects our 
increasing focus on cultivating lasting international 
partnerships,” says Otago Polytechnic’s Director: 
Internationalisation, Marc Doesburg. 

Mayor of Dunedin, Dave Cull, says the initiative will bring 
economic and cultural benefits to the city. “The Otago 
Polytechnic partnership with Dalian Ocean University is 
yet another exciting development in Dunedin’s strong 
and mutually beneficial educational links with China,” he 
says. “Dunedin is regarded in China as a highly valued 
international education partner and study destination 
for international students.  Dunedin had over 4000 
international secondary and tertiary students last year – 
about a quarter of them from China.”

Big plans in 
Central
The three Cromwell sites that make up our 
Central campus will be consolidated into one, 
creating a centralised hub of learning at our 
Bannockburn Road site. 

“Plans include a new, purpose-built facility where we 
can continue our focus on experiential learning and 
expand on our sustainable practices,” Chief Executive, 
Phil Ker, explains. 

The move will create a “real learning destination” 
which should be open in time for the start of the 2018 
academic year.

The Central campus offers a range of programmes 
perfectly suited to the Central Otago environment 
and its local industries, including horticulture, 
viticulture, hospitality, snowsports, avalanche studies, 
stonemasonry, farm skills, sustainable practice and 
sports turf management.

New hostel on horizon
Preparations for our brand new $20 million  
Hall of Residence are well underway, with 
construction on the state-of-the-art building 
expected to begin later this year. 

The proposed 231-bed complex will be located off  
Union Street East near Logan Park. Open to both 
domestic and international students, it will comprise 
dormitories, apartments, studio rooms and open-plan 
common areas. During holiday periods, the facility will 
be available for conferences and external events.

Leading architecture firm Mason & Wales has designed 
the building, which will be the largest cross-laminated 
timber construction in the South Island. As part of 
Otago Polytechnic’s commitment to sustainability, the 
design and operations will incorporate the living building 
challenge principles.

The development should be complete by the end of 
2017 for occupancy at the beginning of 2018. 

Top teaching 
awards
Three Otago Polytechnic teachers have been 
awarded prestigious national Tertiary Teaching 
Excellence Awards for world-class teaching – 
representing a quarter of the field of 12 
educators honoured this year. 

Otago Polytechnic’s Institute of Sport and Adventure 
Head, Dr Megan Gibbons; Principal Engineering Lecturer, 
Richard Nyhof; and Senior Carpentry Lecturer, Matthew 
Thompson, each won $20,000 in recognition of their 
achievements. 

“Megan, Richard and Matthew are brilliant at what they do, 
motivating and inspiring their students with the expertise 
and passion they demonstrate,” says Chief Executive,  
Phil Ker. “I’m delighted that their dedication and 
excellence have been acknowledged by the Awards 
Committee.”  

A total of 18 Otago Polytechnic educators have been 
recognised with these Awards over the past decade, 
highlighting the exceptional quality education on offer at 
the institute.



O T A G O  P O L Y T E C H N I C  S T U D E N T  S H O W C A S E

Our students create, achieve and innovate so 
much every year, and Excite celebrates their 
successes and shares them with the community.
This innovative series of events promises a compelling month of 
emerging talent from the diverse disciplines of Art, Carpentry, 
Design, Fashion, Horticulture, Culinary Arts, Information Technology, 
Business, Social Services, Automotive and Engineering.

KIWI DREAMS
Our Certificate In Human Services students are pleased to be 
able to open Kiwi Dreams for 2016. The focus this year will be 
on raising awareness for local charities by running fun events 
and also collecting items/resources and donations.

Monday 31 October – Friday 4 November 
10am–4pm 
The Hub

FUTURE ENGINEERS’ SHOWCASE 
Our final year Mechanical, Electrical and Civil Engineering 
students are well-equipped to address real-world engineering 
challenges. Enjoy an evening with them as they unveil this 
year’s stand-out projects.

Wednesday 9 November
4pm–6pm 
The Hub

COLLEGE OF ENTERPRISE AND 
DEVELOPMENT SHOWCASE
Illustrating the potential benefits of student and industry 
partnerships, our IT and Business students reveal the solutions 
they’ve developed for real clients, harnessing the latest 
technological advancements.

Thursday 10 November
5.30pm–8.30pm 
The Hub

TRADEABLE SKILLS
Automotive and Mechanical Engineering students showcase 
their key projects, as tutors host interactive demonstrations in 
welding, automotive, fabrication and machining – and get a 
close-up look at the grass karts we’ve built from scratch!

Wednesday 16 November
11am–2pm 
A Block, St David Street

FEATURE
Mystery and anticipation surrounds this evening of immersive 
culinary exploration as devised by our talented Bachelor of 
Culinary Arts students. Always a popular event that promises 
to delight all the senses!

Wednesday 16 November  
6pm – visit www.op.ac.nz/excite for confirmed time 
Manaaki (M Block), Harbour Terrace

DEBRIEF
This varied and vibrant design showcase offers a treat for the 
senses. Surprising, clever and insightful objects feature in this 
exhibition of all design disciplines at Otago Polytechnic: 
Communication, Fashion, Interiors and Product.

Thursday 17 November – Sunday 20 November
10am–4pm 
The Hub

COLLECTIONS 16 FASHION SHOW
Our fledgling fashion designers showcase their latest 
collections in an exciting and inspirational display of talent  
and creativity. Design students from the Shanghai University  
of Engineering Science/IFA Paris will also showcase  
their collections. 

Friday 18 November
7pm–10pm 
The Hub

CHARITY HOUSE AUCTION
This is the tenth year our Carpentry students have built  
a house to be auctioned for charity, with generous support 
from local companies. The funds raised go to United Way, 
which distributes the proceeds to charities throughout Otago.

Saturday 19 November
12 noon 
L Block, Anzac Avenue
Open Homes:
L Block, Anzac Avenue
For dates and times visit www.op.ac.nz/excite

31 October – 
25 November
www.op.ac.nz/excite
#OPexcite
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PLANT SALE AND OPEN DAY
It’s time to turn green for spring! Call in and learn about all 
things horticultural and meet all your plant-shopping needs at 
our famous Plant Sale, held rain or shine. Attend workshops 
on topics as diverse as taking cuttings, creating worm farms 
and growing microgreens.

Saturday 19 November
10am–3pm 
L Block, Anzac Avenue

SITE 2016
SITE transforms the Dunedin School of Art into a gallery 
exhibiting a variety of engaging and original student artworks 
that are also available for purchase. Prepare to be impressed 
by the talents of this next generation of artists.

Saturday 19 November – Thursday 24 November
Dunedin School of Art, Riego Street
For opening hours visit www.op.ac.nz/excite

SURFACE
Experience an exciting range of works in various media  
across the fields of design and visual art, as produced by  
our Creative Studies students. These students enjoy a year  
of experimentation in different subject areas, including digital, 
drawing and design projects.

Tuesday 22 November – Thursday 24 November
10am–3pm
Friday 25 November
10am–12 noon
Level 3, H Block



Health & 
Community 

 > Nursing
 > Midwifery
 > Occupational Therapy 
 > Massage Therapy 
 > Social Services

Education 
 > Early Childhood Studies
 > Mata a Ao Māori
 > Tertiary Teaching 

Foundation
 > Bridging options
 > English language

Creative 
 > Art:  

Painting, Ceramics, Electronic Art, 
Jewellery & Metalsmithing, Print, 
Photography, Sculpture, Textiles

 > Design: Fashion, 
Communication, Product, 
Creative Studies

 > Architectural Studies

Hospitality 
 > Food Design
 > Cookery & Culinary Arts 
 > Food & Beverage Service 
 > Hospitality Management
 > Hotel Management

Computing  
& IT

 > Computing
 > Information Technology
 > IT Service & Support
 > Network Administration 

Business  
& Tourism

 > Business:  
Applied Management, 
Accounting, Administration & 
Technology, Leadership & 
Management

 > Tourism:  
Adventure Tourism 
Management, Operations, 
Tourism & Travel

Construction 
 > Carpentry
 > Architectural Studies
 > Quantity Surveying
 > Construction Management
 > Stonemasonry

Engineering
 > Automotive
 > Mechanical
 > Electrical
 > Civil
 > Bicycle Mechanics

Sport & 
Adventure

 > Management & Coaching
 > Personal Training
 > Health & Wellness
 > Sports Turf Management
 > Outdoor Leadership
 > Snowsports &  

Avalanche SafetyMedia
 > Film & Television
 > Journalism
 > Digital  

Photography

Natural 
Sciences 

 > Horticulture
 > Farming
 > Arboriculture
 > Viticulture
 > Veterinary Nursing 
 > Sustainable Practice

#howtoOP
www.op.ac.nz

Hairdressing  
& Beauty 

 > Professional Hairdressing
 > Beauty Therapy 

J02639

AUCKLAND
Level 2, 350 Queen Street, 
PO Box 5268, Auckland

Call 0800 111 212 
Email auckland@op.ac.nz

CENTRAL OTAGO
Corner Erris and Ray Streets, 
PO Box 16, Cromwell

Call 0800 765 9276
Email central@op.ac.nz

DUNEDIN
Forth Street, Private Bag 1910,  
Dunedin

Call 0800 762 786
Email info@op.ac.nz


