
So why not consider  
becoming an engineer  
specialising in one of  
the following areas:
CIVIL ENGINEERING
Civil engineering graduates are involved in the design, 
construction and project management of civil works 
such as roads, dams, earthquake engineering and 
mining operations. They can work internationally, and 
New Zealand-trained engineering graduates have a 
good reputation worldwide.

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
Mechanical engineering involves the design, 
manufacture and management of engineering 
projects and equipment maintenance. This industry 
has experienced substantial growth and many of our 
graduates secure employment before they even finish 
their qualifications!

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Electrical engineering deals with the practical use of 
electricity in all its forms, especially the design and 
application of circuitry and equipment for power 
generation and distribution, building services, machine 
control and robotics.

Are you a hands-on kind of 
person who enjoys planning 
and problem-solving? 

Use those strengths to help 
shape your future within  
the ENGINEERING 
industry.

Practically everything around us 
has had an engineer involved  
at some point... 
Everything we use, love, share on the web, 
and even things we haven’t seen yet, are made 
by engineers. Engineers are in high demand 
around the world for their skills and experience 
in combining engineering theory with the applied 
and practical components required in a range of 
industries.

Our range of programmes will allow you to 
become a well-paid engineer, no matter what your 
background – from our bridging programmes that 
will prepare you for further study, to our industry 
recognised diploma and degree options.
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Tristan Sansiquet – Scott Technology
Certificate in Electrical Technology (Level 4) 
New Zealand Diploma in Engineering (Electrical)

Tristan Sansiquet visited New Zealand ten years ago and fell 
in love with the place. He returned to France, and started his 
own IT business in networking and security. But his passion for 
Aotearoa never left him, so he returned in 2014 to study at Otago 
Polytechnic.

Tristan now has a Certificate in Electrical Technology, and a New 
Zealand Diploma in Engineering (Electrical).

After graduating in 2015, he joined Scott Technology in Dunedin 
as a Control Engineer. “I do a lot of drafting, kinetics, design and, 
of course, control systems, it’s very diverse,” he says.

Tristan found Otago Polytechnic was an excellent place to study. 
“The best part is, I was able to be practical, not only theoretical”.

He says studying here is very different from France. “There is 
more structure in studies here, and I felt that if I needed support, 
the lecturers were always there.”

Tristan’s now applying for residency, and is looking forward to an 
electrical engineering career in his adopted home.

Majid Dousti – Delta Utility Services
Certificate in Electrical Technology (Level 4) 
New Zealand Diploma in Engineering (Electrical) 
Bachelor of Engineering Technology (Electrical)

Majid Dousti thought 30 years of civil engineering in Iran would place 
him well for employment in New Zealand. But he soon found that 
most employers here didn’t recognise his qualifications or experience.

So, with a family to support, Majid Dousti decided to retrain at Otago 
Polytechnic. He now has a Certificate in Electrical Technology, a New 
Zealand Diploma in Engineering (Electrical) and he’s just finished his 
Bachelor of Engineering Technology (Electrical).

Majid’s attitude and commitment to study helped him find work with 
Delta – he’s one of their distribution designers for Dunedin’s electricity 
network.

Majid says Dunedin’s the perfect place for him, “The people are 
friendly, and they make time for you,” he says.

He found Otago Polytechnic a great place for mature students, “There 
was a big variety of ages. I was  the oldest in the class, but I fitted in 
all right. My classmates were all very friendly.”

Majid says his studies here were very different than in Iran. “Here you 
don’t need to rote learn formulas. Here, you can use your mind for 
solving problems, you can be more creative.”

Adam Ryland – Milmeq
Certificate in Basic Mechanical Engineering 
New Zealand Diploma in Engineering (Mechanical)

Adam Ryland is a practical man. He’s always liked finding out how 
things work, so when it came to choosing his career – engineering 
was an obvious choice. 

Adam started with a pre-trade programme (the Certificate in Basic 
Mechanical Engineering) before moving on to complete his New 
Zealand Diploma in Engineering (Mechanical). He says Otago 
Polytechnic was an obvious choice. “I get worldwide recognition 
with this diploma, that really helped with my decision to come here.”

Adam says he searched around to find what careers were available 
before he chose to come to Otago Polytechnic. That decision has 
certainly paid off, he’s now a Services Engineer at Milmeq (who 
design, engineer and manufacture equipment for primary food 
processing).

Adam started a cadetship with Milmeq while he was still studying. 
His boss liked the style of education he was getting from Otago 
Polytechnic – “I had an understanding of how the industry actually 
works, versus just the theory behind it”.

He says the study was a big step up from school, but there  
was excellent one-on-one tuition and plenty of support,  
so he soon got into the swing of life on campus.



Caitlin Donovan – Waitaki District Council
New Zealand Diploma in Engineering (Civil)

Caitlin Donovan says the best thing about studying engineering at 
Otago Polytechnic was being able to apply it directly to her job.

The 27-year-old gained a cadetship with the Waitaki District Council 
straight out of school. She came to Dunedin one day a week to study, 
and the rest of the time she worked at the Council’s water unit in 
Oamaru. “The lecturers were really understanding about those of us 
doing part-time distance learning. You could approach them easily, 
and they were always keen to help out.”

Caitlin isn’t worried that the diploma took twice as long to complete, 
“It was really good, you don’t come out with a student loan!”

“I like problem-solving, maths and science, and the Polytechnic wasn’t 
a huge change from school. We weren’t sitting in big, intimidating 
lecture halls, we were in a classroom, interacting with the lecturer.”

Caitlin’s keen to follow a career path through the Waitaki District Council. 
She says there’s lots of professional development opportunities, and 
she has already enjoyed three different roles since completing her 
cadetship. 

“There are so many engineering jobs available, and my study really did 
help with what I was learning at work”.

Alex Sutherland – Fulton Hogan
Bachelor of Engineering Technology (Civil)

When Alex Sutherland was five years old, he learnt about his 
grandfather’s time with the Royal Engineers in WWII… he was 
immediately hooked!
Alex was determined to become an engineer, and came to Otago 
Polytechnic straight from high school. “I didn’t even realise a 
bachelor degree existed there. I was stoked with what I got. It 
offered a good balance between theory and practical elements,”  
he says.
Fulton Hogan employed Alex midway through his degree. He 
worked full-time during his holidays and started working as a 
contract engineer with them one week after finishing his degree.  

“I would’ve started earlier, but I had to do jury duty,” he jokes.
Alex is now doing a lot of project management with Fulton Hogan 
and plans to follow the company’s very clear career pathways.
Alex says he thoroughly enjoyed his time at Otago Polytechnic and 
is enthusiastic when talking to others determined on a future in 
engineering. “Just get into it and really pay attention. You might  
not think it applies, but it all does.”

Please Note: Due to a national review of qualification names that NZQA are currently 
conducting, several of the qualification titles listed have changed. Check our website 
www.op.ac.nz for the most up-to-date titles.

Tyler Benington – Otago Polytechnic
Certificate in Basic Mechanical Engineering  
Trade Skills 
National Certificate in Engineering – Fabrication 
(Light Fabrication) (Level 4)

Tyler Benington is an example of where hard-work and 
determination can get you. In 2008, with no background in 
engineering at all, he embarked on the Certificate in Basic 
Mechanical Engineering Trade Skills. He then gained a National 
Certificate in Engineering, specialising in Light Fabrication. 
Years later, he now works as an Engineering lecturer at Otago 
Polytechnic – a career he loves.

During the Basic Mechanical Engineering Trade Skills 
programme, Tyler’s dedication won him Top Student and 
Top Machinist of the Year. After that, he completed his 
apprenticeship at Farra Stainless in two, rather than the 
usual four, years. “I was keen to get qualified and move on to 
work,” he says. Alongside his apprenticeship, Tyler completed 
night classes and block courses to complete his engineering 
fabrication qualification.

The highlights of Tyler’s time at Otago Polytechnic included the 
block courses and the hands-on work in the field – including a 
stint working on the Speights Brewery redevelopment. He also 
speaks highly about the quality of teaching he received.

Tyler’s advice for those interested in a career in Engineering is 
straightforward. “Punctuality and respect go a long way with 
regard to senior tradesmen and tutors,” he says. “They’ll take 
you far in this industry.”
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Level 7 degreeLevel 2-4 certificates Level 6 diplomas

Bachelor of 
Engineering 
Technology 
(Civil; Mechanical; 
Electrical)

Employment or 
further study

Certificate in 
Foundation 
Studies (Level 
3) – pathway to 
engineering Diploma

Certificate in 
Foundation Studies  
(Levels 2 and 3) 

New Zealand 
Diploma in 
Engineering
(Civil; Mechanical; 
Electrical)

Employment or 
further study

Apprenticeship

Certificate in 
Automotive and 
Mechanical 
Engineering (Level 2) 
and National Certificate 
in Motor Industry  
(Entry Skills) (Level 2)

Certificates

Electrical^

Mechanical*

Employment or 
apprenticeships

Automotive

Bicycle Mechanics

* subject to final approval
^ Level 4 electrical programme only subject to final approval 

ENTER: You can enter all of our programmes directly, without having to follow a 
pathway, as long as you meet the specific entry criteria for that qualification. Successful 
completion of one programme does not necessarily guarantee you entry to a higher level 
qualification. Please check all entry requirements carefully.

Need help?
If you have any questions about our 
programmes, are not sure what the best 
study options are for you and/or would like  
a tour of our facilities – please don’t hesitate 
to contact our Liaison Support person:

John Findlay
School of Architecture, Building, Engineering 
and Natural Resources – Liaison
Phone 0800 762 786
Email john.findlay@op.ac.nz

Want to find out more about  
a career in engineering?
You will find the following  
websites helpful:
www.maketheworld.nz
www.futureintech.org.nz
www.engineeringe2e.org.nz

Apply n
ow 

for 2
017!

Certificates
Our certificates provide a study pathway 
that will allow you to become an 
engineering technician no matter what 
your academic background. Our Level 
3 pre-apprenticeship programme will 
give you the opportunity to work within 
our workshops and gain off-site work 
experience. And on completion you will 
have also reduced the amount of off-
job training required to complete your 
engineering apprenticeship.

New Zealand Diploma in 
Engineering (NZDE)
A great option if you want a qu¡alification 
pathway that combines applied 
academic study with practical skills, and 
it only takes two years to prepare you for 
employment in the engineering industry. 
The NZDE qualifies you to work in a 
variety of engineering jobs – for example, 
computer assisted design (CAD), 
designing improvements to machines 
and developing high-tech electronics 
equipment.

Bachelor of Engineering 
Technology (BEngTech)
Our degree includes practical and 
project work with a strong emphasis 
on hands-on engineering. BEngTech 
graduates work in a wide range of roles 
in industries such as construction, 
telecommunications and high-tech 
electronics. They often work in teams 
alongside other engineers and surveyors, 
environmental scientists and IT 
professionals.

Study options

Engineering pathways

phone 0800 762 786
phone ABEAdmin@op.ac.nz
visit www.op.ac.nz

http://www.maketheworld.nz
http://www.futureintech.org.nz
http://www.engineeringe2e.org.nz
http://www.op.ac.nz

