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At the Otago Secondary-Tertiary College (OSTC) we offer 
practical, career-focused learning for students in Years 11-13 
who want to get a head start on life after school.

You’ll develop hands-on skills and experience to help you 
prepare for further study, on-the-job training and employment.

How does it work?
You’ll spend one or two days a week at OSTC, and the rest of the week at school as normal. 
In most cases, study at OSTC is fully-funded by the government.
OSTC has campuses in Dunedin and Cromwell.

What are the benefits?
 You’ll gain credits towards NCEA

  You’ll develop real-world experience and knowledge that will help you on your career path 
after you finish school

  You’ll enjoy practical, hands-on learning in a focused, fun and interactive environment

  You can test out a career without spending valuable time and money once you’ve left school

  You can stay at school and continue school activities such as music or sports.

How do I apply?
If you’re keen and committed to kick-starting your career, we’d love you to join us!
Please talk to your school’s Careers Advisor in the first instance and they will help you to apply.

 

 

Get a head start on  
 your career!
Do you like the idea of learning by doing? 
Are you keen to gain real-world skills that will help you 
find employment?
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Vocational Pathways
Vocational Pathways have been established to help you ensure you’re building 
the right foundation skills and knowledge for your desired career.

OSTC subject areas
Programmes are available in both Dunedin  
and Cromwell unless stated otherwise.

Primary Industries
·  Primary Industries – Cromwell only

Services Industries
·  Bicycle Mechanics – Cromwell only
·  Cookery 
·  Hospitality – Cromwell only
·  Hairdressing – Dunedin only 
·  Manaaki Tauira* – Dunedin only

Social and Community Services
·  Health and Wellbeing Level 2 – Dunedin only
·  Health and Wellbeing Level 3** – Dunedin only

Manufacturing and Technology 
·  Automotive (Motor Industry) 
·  Bicycle Mechanics – Cromwell only

Construction and Infrastructure
·  Building, Construction and Allied Trades (BCATS) 

* Four block courses throughout the year
** Delivered two days a week.

The government developed these Pathways in partnership with 
educators and employers, so they clearly reflect the needs 
of each industry sector.
If you haven’t decided yet what you want to do,  
the Pathways can help you identify your areas of 
interest and your existing strengths – and then 
match those to potential careers.
To learn more, check out  
youthguarantee.net.nz/vocational-pathways
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Automotive 
(MOTOR INDUSTRY)

If you’re interested in vehicles and enjoy working with your hands, fixing things and making them go, 
then you’ll be well suited to the motor industry. 
You’ll be working towards the New Zealand Certificate in Automotive (Level 3).

What will I do?
• Strip and reassemble single and multi-cylinder engines
• Remove and refit car and body equipment
• Service and repair vehicles
• Build and test electrical circuits
• Make small electronic devices.

What could I do next?
• Study a Certificate in Automotive Engineering (Level 3) at Otago Polytechnic
• Gain an apprenticeship for paid, on-the-job training.

Where could this take me?
• Automotive Engineer
• Motorcycle Technician
• Mechanic.

“The whole course has filled 
me with knowledge and key 
skills. My understanding 
has progressed amazingly.”VOCATIONAL PATHWAY
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If you’re keen on cycling, hands-on work and fixing things, then bicycle  
mechanics could be the perfect career for you.
You’ll be working towards the Certificate in Bicycle Mechanics (Level 3).

What will I do?
• Learn the terminology, purpose and function of all bicycle components
• Find out how a bicycle workshop operates
• Identify and use tools and consumables found in a bicycle workshop
• Install, service and adjust bicycle frames, tyres, hubs, brakes, steering and accessories
• Install, service and adjust drive trains and suspensions.

What could I do next?
• Study a Certificate in Bicycle Mechanics (Level 4) at Otago Polytechnic
• Get a job as a Bicycle Technician
• Work in the bicycle industry retail sector.

Where could this take me?
• Bicycle Technician
• Bicycle Mechanic
• Bicycle Salesperson
• Bicycle Tourism Guide.

“It’s very interesting 
and it has a good 
amount of credits for 
NCEA. It’s also been 
great to meet new 
people.”

Bicycle Mechanics 
CROMWELL ONLY

VOCATIONAL PATHWAYVOCATIONAL PATHWAY
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Building, Construction  
and Allied Trades (BCATS)

Are you someone who likes to plan projects and build things? If so, this programme would be ideal for you. 
You’ll be working towards the National Certificate in Building, Construction and Allied Trades (Level 2).

What will I do?
• Plan projects
• Operate hand and power tools
• Build furniture and structures, e.g. a garden shed
• Learn safe work practices.

What could I do next?
• Undertake further study at Otago Polytechnic, specialising in one of the following areas: 
 >   Carpentry – National Certificate in Carpentry (Level 4)
 >   Stonemasonry – New Zealand Certificate in Stonemasonry (Level 4)
 >   Construction Management – National Diploma in Construction Management (Level 6)
 >   Quantity Surveying – National Diploma in Quantity Surveying (Level 6)
 >   Architectural Studies – Bachelor of Architectural Studies (Architectural Technology)
• Gain an apprenticeship for paid, on-the-job training.

Where could this take me?
• Builder/Carpenter – constructing and maintaining buildings
• Stonemason – turning rough stone blocks into structures like walls and buildings
• Construction Manager – ensuring buildings are constructed according to agreed contracts 
• Quantity Surveyor – ensuring buildings are designed and completed within budget
• Architectural draughtsperson – producing drawings used on site by building contractors.

“The practical work is the best method 
of learning. I’m learning all the basic 
skills needed to be a builder and am 
understanding how to think for myself 
and work around problems.”VOCATIONAL PATHWAY
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If you love the natural environment and like the idea of working outdoors with plants, animals and machinery, 
then primary industries could be your dream career. 
You’ll be working towards the New Zealand Certificate in Primary Industries Skills (Level 2).

What will I do?
Gain experience in the primary industries, including:
• Livestock farming
• Orcharding
• Viticulture
• Agricultural service industry
• Learn about operating and maintaining agricultural equipment.

What could I do next?
• Study the New Zealand Certificate in Agriculture (Level 3) (Farming Systems OR 

Vehicles, Machinery and Infrastructure)
• Get a job as a trainee in the rural sector.

Where could this take me?
• Farmer
• Shepherd
• Labourer/Farmhand
• Orchardist
• Viticulturist 
• Agricultural Technologist.

Primary Industries 
CROMWELL ONLY

“I loved the practicals with animals, 
actually being hands-on with them. 
And learning how things worked 
was really helpful.”VOCATIONAL PATHWAY

NEW! 
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Please note: This programme is delivered over two days per week.

Are you creative? Do you enjoy preparing and serving food? Cookery could be just the career  
you’re looking for!
You’ll gain the New Zealand Certificate in Cookery (Level 3).

What will I do?
• Work in a commercial kitchen
• Prepare, cook and present dishes common to the industry
• Learn health and safety requirements
• Learn effective customer service and communication techniques.

What could I do next?
• Study the New Zealand Certificate in Cookery (Level 4) or the Bachelor of Culinary Arts at Otago Polytechnic
• Gain employment and train on-the-job to become a commis chef, demi chef, chef de partie.

Where could this take me?
• Chef
• Caterer
• Restaurateur
• Teacher
• Food media professional.

“It gives you the feeling of being 
in a real kitchen. The teachers 
are awesome and provide you 
with a lot of knowledge.”

Cookery

VOCATIONAL PATHWAY
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If you consider yourself a bit of a foodie and you like working with people, then Hospitality would be a great 
industry for you.
You’ll be working towards the New Zealand Certificate in Hospitality (Level 2)

What will I do?
• Work in a commercial kitchen
• Prepare and cook food using a variety of methods
• Learn knife-handling skills
• Learn health and safety requirements
• Learn effective customer service and communication techniques.
• Prepare great café-style espresso coffee.

What could I do next?
• Study the New Zealand Certificate in Cookery (Level 3), the New Zealand Certificate in Food and Beverage Service 

(Level 3) (Café Services), or the New Zealand Diploma in Hospitality Management (Level 5) at Otago Polytechnic.
• Gain an apprenticeship and complete your chef training on-the-job
• Get a job in a café or restaurant as barista or kitchen staff.

Where could this take me?
• Chef
• Barista
• Front of House
• Restaurant Manager.

“Everything is explained so clearly. 
I’m enjoying this course so much 
so I want to try my best and 
hopefully come back next year!”

Hospitality
CROMWELL ONLY

VOCATIONAL PATHWAY
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If you have a passion for hair and fashion, have creative flair and love working with people, then a 
hairdressing career could suit you!
You’ll be working towards the National Certificate in Hairdressing (Level 3) (Salon Support). 

What will I do?
• Learn a range of hairstyling techniques
• Develop customer service skills
• Learn safe practices for working in a salon.

What could I do next?
• Complete the Certificate in Hairdressing (Level 3) at Otago Polytechnic
• Gain an apprenticeship at a hairdressing salon for paid, on-the-job training.

Where could this take me?
• Hairdresser/Barber
• Salon Owner.

“The teacher’s assistance is awesome 
– as soon as we ask for help he is there 
straight away. The small class size is 
great and helps so much, and the 
environment is so positive.”VOCATIONAL PATHWAY

Hairdressing 
DUNEDIN ONLY
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Please note: This programme is delivered in four block courses throughout the year, each course up to a 
week’s duration. It is facilitated by the Kokiri Training Centre.

People travel from all around the world to learn more about the Māori culture of New Zealand. Stand tall and 
be proud of your whakapapa.
You will learn the importance of strong connections to your cultural heritage and the value these can bring to 
a wide range of career paths.

What will I do?
• Learn from tutors and kaumātua
• Stay on marae
• Interact with Māori business leaders.

What could I do next?
• Complete the New Zealand Certificate in Tourism (Level 4), New Zealand Diploma in Tourism and Travel (Level 5), 

Certificate in Foundation Studies (Business) or New Zealand Diploma in Business (Level 5) at Otago Polytechnic
• Apply for the Royal New Zealand Police College.

Where could this take me?
• Tourism Guide
• Cultural Interpretation Specialist
• Māori and Indigenous Culture Studies
• Business person/Entrepreneur
• Teacher training
• NZ Police Force.

VOCATIONAL PATHWAY

Manaaki Tauira
DUNEDIN ONLY

NEW! 
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Do you have a passion for helping people achieve their goals? Then our introduction to Health and Wellbeing 
programme could be for you! In this programme you’ll gain a variety of experiences that will enable you to try 
out a number of industries. 
You’ll be working towards the New Zealand Certificate in Health and Wellbeing (Level 2).

What will I do?
• Learn effective interpersonal communication skills
• Gain experience in health, recreation and personal services
• Understand basic health and recreation principles.

What could I do next?
• Study the New Zealand Certificate in Health and Wellbeing (Level 3) (Health Assistants) at Otago Polytechnic.  

Where could this take me?

• Nurse
• Midwife
• Occupational Therapist
• Disability Support Worker
• Aged Care Worker

• Mental Health Worker
• Counsellor
• Careers Advisor
• Advocate
• Personal Trainer

• Physical Activity Advisor
• Health Promoter
• Sports Coordinator.

Health and Wellbeing 
Level 2  DUNEDIN ONLY

NEW! 

VOCATIONAL PATHWAY
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“This is giving me real skills 
that I will use, hopefully in 
the not-so-distant future.”

Please note: This programme is delivered two days a week. 

Would you like to make a real and positive difference in people’s lives? Then health care could be the right 
field for you!
You’ll gain the New Zealand Certificate in Health and Wellbeing (Level 3) (Health Assistants).

What will I do?
• Learn effective interpersonal communication skills
• Gain experience in whanau ora and community support services
• Understand basic disability and health principles.

What could I do next?
• Complete the New Zealand Certificate in Health and Wellbeing (Level 3) (Health Assistants) at Otago Polytechnic
• Study the Certificate in Health (Level 4), Certificate in Human Services (Level 4) or Diploma in Enrolled Nursing 

(Level 5) at Otago Polytechnic to bridge into other health careers, such as:

Where could this take me?
• Nurse
• Midwife
• Occupational Therapist

• Disability Support Worker
• Aged Care Worker
• Mental Health Worker

• Counsellor
• Careers Advisor
• Advocate.

 >   Nursing
 >   Midwifery
 >   Occupational Therapy
 >   Counselling

 >   Mental Health Care
 >   Disability Support
 >   Career Guidance.

Health and Wellbeing 
Level 3  DUNEDIN ONLY

VOCATIONAL PATHWAY
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I’m keen to study at Otago 
Secondary-Tertiary College!

Contact your school’s Careers Advisor in the first instance and 
they can help guide you through the application process.

Scholarships for study after OSTC
Each year, all students who successfully complete their one-year OSTC programme can apply for 
scholarships from Otago Polytechnic. 
There are two scholarships each year which will cover fees for one year of study at the Polytechnic. These 
must be taken up in the year immediately after completion of the OSTC programme.
Applications are called for each September.

Taster and Open Day Events
Otago Polytechnic also offers various taster and open day events designed to engage prospective  
learners with potential pathways. And they are a whole lot of fun! Please refer to the Polytechnic  
website www.op.ac.nz or contact Andy Kilsby for further details andyk@op.ac.nz or 0800 762 786.



 

 

Otago Polytechnic offers a range of short courses programmes to give you a taste of tertiary study. 
These are open to Years 11-13 students in Dunedin and Cromwell and in most cases they can be funded by 
funding streams such as STAR.

Short Course programmes
Available in both Dunedin and Cromwell unless stated otherwise.

Not ready to commit for a whole year?

Please contact Andy Kilsby at Otago Polytechnic to find out more about the Short Course programmes 
and how to apply: andyk@op.ac.nz or 0800 762 786

Primary Industries (Cromwell) 
•  Growsafe
•  Drawing Techniques for Landscape Design
•  Landscape Design
•  Intro to Cherry Growing
•  Quad Bike Safety
•  Plant Science
•  Grafting
•  Grapevine Pruning
•  Organic Certification
•  Plants & Diseases
•  Plant Naming & Plant ID
•  Pruning Fruit
•  Soils
•  Tractor Skills
•  Weather & Frost

Vet Nursing (Dunedin-based)
•  Equine First Aid
•  Equine Behaviour
•  Intro to Equine Emergency Rescue

Design (Dunedin-based)
•  Pattern Making
•  Design & Graphics
•  Industrial Garment Construction Techniques
•  Textile Printing
•  Communication Design Winter Camp
•  Laser Cutting for Design
•  Drawing to Communicate

Services Industries (Cromwell and Dunedin)
•  Bicycle Mechanics – Cromwell only
•  Food Safety 167  
•  Food Safety 168
•  LACQ Training Seminar
•  Barista skills
•  Coffee Making Short Course

Manufacturing and Technology  
(Dunedin-based)
•  Engineering 
•  Intro to Electric Vehicles  
•  Intro to MIG Welding  
•  Engineering Maths (Summer School)

Art (Dunedin Night Classes)
•  Drawing With Confidence (Wanaka)
•  Sculpture
•  Textiles
•  Intro to Photoshop
•  Intro to Photography
•  Photography
•  Intro to Printmaking
•  Printmaking
•  Intro to Ceramics
•  Ceramics
•  Intro to Jewellery
•  Jewellery
•  Life Drawing
•  Intro to Painting
•  Painting

 
ABOUT THIS GUIDE
This guide is intended to give an overview of the subjects that can be studied at OSTC. All programmes are subject 
to minimum numbers. Information is correct at the time of publication, but may be subject to change.
For the most up-to-date information please check out www.op.ac.nz/ostc
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IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:
All Otago Secondary Schools




